
26 Then God said, “Let us make humanity in our image to resemble us so that 

they may take charge of the fish of the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, 

all the earth, and all the crawling things on earth.” 

27 God created humanity in God’s own image, 

        in the divine image God created them…  

31 God saw everything [God] had made: it was supremely good. 

  ~Genesis 1, CEB 

Rev. Jim Dawes was a saint of a pastor. I say this because I remember how I 

was as a confirmand under his tutelage. I was eager to learn. I listened intent-

ly. I questioned everything…EVERYTHING! Rev. Dawes was patient and 

loving and gentle. He answered every question, withstood every challenge. 

Usually he would satisfy my questioning and we could move on. Usually. 

However, there was one topic that I would not let go of, one topic I returned 

to again and again and again—original sin. I couldn’t understand how the 

church could say such a thing, that we humans are full of sin from the very 

beginning. I didn’t believe it. I wouldn’t believe it. In our final exchange on 

this topic, my beloved and patient pastor was once again gently listening and 

gently insisting on original sin as part of our nature from the beginning. He 

had his bible open to Genesis, chapter three. I stood up, in tears, fists 

clenched. “But Rev. Dawes,” I insisted, “the bible doesn’t start at chapter 

three, it starts at chapter one, and God says we are good.”  

As we begin our ministry together and slowly weave together the strands of 

relationship and fellowship, let us embrace our original goodness. Marcia 

McFee, worship consultant and founder of Worship Design Studio, has craft-

ed a beautiful worship series centered around this critical understanding that 

we are originally good. In July and the beginning of August we will adapt 

some of her worship designs and embrace “Sacred Earth, Sacred Worth.” 

Marcia writes: 

What if we lived life truly connected to the origins of Creation and the 

Creator? In the beginning God created all things and called them 

originally “good.” In this series we will explore six essential ideas 

found in Creation Spirituality—a way of living within the community 

God says we are good! 

July-August, 2018 
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August 5 

2 Sam 11:26-2:13a 

Ps 51:1-12 

Eph 4:1-16 

Jn 6:24-35 

August 12 

2 Sam 18:5-9,15 

31-33 

Ps 130 

Eph 4:25-5:2 

Jn 6:35, 41-51  

August 19 

1 Kings 2:10-12, 

3:3-14 

Ps 111 
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Jn 6:51-58 

August 26 

1 Kings 8:(1, 6, 

10-11) 22-30, 41-43 

Ps 84 
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Jn 6:56-69 
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of earth that deepens our reverence for life, participates in the creativity of the cosmos, and develops 

our passion for justice and human transformation. It compels us to lead lives of spiritual inquiry, crea-

tivity, and prophetic action as our sacred work in the world. 

The more we live with our senses tuned to goodness, the more we experience the Divine around us, in us, and 

in the ‘other.’ The more we live with our senses tuned to supreme goodness, the more we are called to protect 

the sacred worth of the earth and ALL her creatures.  

On July 1, we will come together in worship for the first time and come to the Table of Creation, the Table of 

Goodness, the Table of Jesus Christ. To begin our journey of “Sacred Earth, Sacred Worth,” we will hear 

again the familiar and beautiful prose of Genesis 1-2:4, the creation of the heavens and the earth. As we move 

through July and into August, our worship series continues as follows: 

 July 8~ Spirit of Compassion: Mark 12:38-34 

 July 15~ The Paths of Life: Psalm 30 

 July 22~ Sacred Creative Vocation: Isaiah 6:1-8 

 July 29~ Glorious Diversity: Genesis 11:1-9 

 August 5~ Healing Relationships: 1 John 4:7-21 

If we feel comfortable enough in our relationship together, on August 5 we will incorporate a time of healing 

within our sharing of Holy Communion. Goodness, experienced within ourselves and within community, can 

transform lives…even the world. 
        God is good! All the time! 

        Pastor Teressa 

        Senior Pastor 

Picnic in Stewart Park, hosted by Older Adult Ministries 

Join your friends from St. Paul's, including Pastor Teressa Sivers, on July 10 for a picnic 

lunch! The location is the Small Pavilion, the time is 11:30 am and the cost is $14 per per-

son. We'll enjoy Cayuga Lake from this lakeside venue, and the Waterfront Trail is nearby for 

anyone who wishes to take an afternoon stroll. If you do not receive a postcard invitation, please 

call Phyllis Highland, 607-273-8177, to make a reservation. 

Ithaca Welcomes Refugees Community Picnic 
Saturday, July 14, 11:00 am—2:00 pm 

Bring a dish to share and join us at Groundswell Incubator Farm, 100 Rachel Carson Way, for a community event 

featuring live music, games, food and farm tours. Celebrate the diversity of the greater Ithaca area and welcome our 

new neighbors at this family-friendly picnic. Contact info@groundswellcenter.org or 607-319-5095 to sign up for 

free transportation from downtown Ithaca, and to learn more about the event. Or, view the flyer on our Announce-

ments bulletin board outside the sanctuary and check the Upcoming Events page on the St. Paul’s website! 
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As the academic year comes to an end and the temper-

ature climbs, we enter a season of glorious long days 

that call us to slow down and absorb God’s grace and 

abundance.  This is Sabbath time, a time to step away 

from our usual routines and deepen our awareness of 

the sacred within and around us. 

Sabbath time is not just a physical change of pace, as 

important as that is.  It is a change in consciousness.  

When we slow the pace of our lives and minds, some-

thing new can enter our awareness.  That element of 

newness comes from beyond our ability to figure 

things out.  It is the source of our awakening, our crea-

tivity, and our meaningful presence in a busy and dis-

tracted world.  For Christians, it is the mind of Christ 

and “the peace that passes all understand-

ing” (Philippians 4:7). 

“Ordinary waking consciousness,” says John Garvey, 

“swarms, pops, bubbles up with reactions, opinions, 

lines of thought, and is generally swept along in this 

stream.”  It has been compared to a tree full of mon-

keys jumping from branch to branch, a hive swarming 

with bees, or a pool in which the muddy water has 

been stirred up and needs time to settle. 

The Hebrew word, menuha, translated as “rest,” de-

scribes Sabbath time as a positive concept rather than a 

negative withdrawal from activity.  In the words of 

Abraham Heschel, menuha “is the same as happiness 

and stillness, peace and harmony… [a] state in which 

there is no strife and no fighting, no fear and no dis-

trust.” 

Many of us associate the summer months with recrea-

tion, holidays, and time spent with family and friends.  

Sometimes we feel refreshed after time away and other 

times we are exhausted from dealing with traffic, try-

ing relationships, and other unforeseen events.  Wher-

ever you are this summer, I invite you to find time for 

silence and stillness in your lives, time for appreciation 

of “what is directly underfoot,” as Garvey puts it, time 

“to understand where we really are, in the presence of 

the sacred, before a God who says ‘I will be what I will 

be.’” 

The blessings of Sabbath time to you all, 

Debbie 

Rev. Debbie Allen, 

Loving Care Coordinator 

dallen@stpaulsithaca.org 

607-273-5971 

Office Hours:  

Mondays and Tuesdays, 9:30 am - 4:00 pm 

 

Loving Care Notes 

Prayer at St. Paul’s 

Prayer is an important part of the St. Paul’s community. It is the way in which we share our concerns and joys with 

God and with each other. We welcome requests and expressions of gratitude as part of the Gathered Prayers that 

are spoken in worship. This is a public form of prayer.  For prayers that are more private, you are invited to use 

the Prayer Chain email group which is made up of people who commit themselves to regularly praying for each 

other and for the people for whom prayers are requested. Information shared within this group is confidential.   

Please contact Rev. Debbie Allen, dallen@stpaulsithaca.org, if you have prayer requests for the Gathered Prayers 

or the Prayer Chain.  It helps if you are specific about which of these prayer options you would like to use. 

Prayer Request: Pray that the United Methodist Church will welcome all persons with-

out discrimination because of their sexual orientation or gender identification. 

Our sympathies to the family and fr iends of Jean Sherf who passed away on June 5. 

A private family celebration will be held in the fall. 

mailto:ahorst@stpaulsithaca.org


5 St. Paul’s Letter 

Volunteer Opportunities at Rescue Mission 

There continues to be a need for volunteers on a short-

term basis (one event or occasional events) or a long-

term basis (same time each week or month). Please see 

Dick rctabor2003@yahoo.com or Eunice Tabor 

etabor1@twcny.rr.com for Food Pantry Assistant, Pro-

gram or Activities Assistant in the Fr iendship Cen-

ter/Shelter, or Assisting at the Thrifty Shopper Store 

job descriptions.  

♥ Thanks to the Local and World Missions team for 

providing lunches for June. Thank you to the 

Wednesday Bible Study group who will be 

providing them in July, and to the Women in 

the Middle small group, who will be providing them 

in August. 

New Photo Directory 

Continuing July 8 and 15, photographers will be stand-

ing by to take your picture!  The directory will be a 

tool to help our new pastor, Rev. Teressa Sivers, and 

the St. Paul's community to get to know each other bet-

ter. 

UM Social Principles Conversations 
Thursdays, starting July 12 

7:00 pm, Durham Room 

Since 1908, our denomination has promulgated “Social 

Principles,” attempting to apply church teachings to 

contemporary social issues. A new, more globally-

relevant version of the Social Principles, is currently 

under consideration.  Join members of St. Paul’s Social 

Justice Discernment Group as we muse together about 

topics in the new Social Principles and their bearing on 

our lives, community, and faith.  First up, Thursday 

July 12, will be planks on refugees and migra-

tion.  Other topics we might engage include: racial, 

ethnic and religious rights; climate and sustainability; 

health and global health; economic equity; restorative 

justice; war and peacemaking. You can find the draft of 

the new principles online at https://

www.umcjustice.org/documents/89. 

Wanted: Youth Leaders! 

If you like working with students or like to have a good 

laugh and eat pizza, you might be great as a youth lead-

er for middle and high school students! If you would 

like to learn more, please contact Alexa Allmann, ajall-

mann@stpaulsithaca.org; don’t worry, sending an 

email doesn’t commit you to anything. 

Help us continue streaming! 

The streaming video service has proved to be a valua-

ble communication tool for our church. To continue 

this service, a broader pool of volunteers to run the 

equipment is needed. The technology has been stream-

lined and simplified, and is easy to use. Regardless of 

age, gender, previous experience or none, please help 

keep this service available. Interested? Contact coordi-

nator, Mark Hartsuyker, mark.hartsuyker@gmail.com 

or 607-339-1900. 

Around Town: Fast Blood 
Maggie Goldsmith Amphitheatre 

Lehman Alternative Community School 

July 5-22, 2018 

Thursday-Saturday, 6:00 pm, Sunday, 4:00 pm 

“In the antebellum South, Effie and her mate Ham, 

slaves on a tobacco plantation, stumble across the body 

of a mysterious stranger who’s been lynched but is still 

alive.  Their connection to the hanged man begins a 

journey into their past and a trek from vengeance to 

justice; darkness into light.”  

For Tickets: fastblood.brownpapertickets.com. 

Fast Blood is produced by Civic Ensemble in associa-

tion with the American Slavery Project. 

Thank you, from Pastor John and Martha 

Martha and I are very grateful for the generous retirement purse and for all the 

expressions of appreciation and best wishes for the next phase of our lives. Many 

thanks for the help and support during our time with you at St. Paul's and espe-

cially in the last few weeks as we prepared to move. 

With love and blessings, 

Pastor John and Martha 

mailto:rctabor2003@yahoo.com
mailto:etabor1@twcny.rr.com
https://www.umcjustice.org/documents/89
https://www.umcjustice.org/documents/89
mailto:ajallmann@stpaulsithaca.org
mailto:ajallmann@stpaulsithaca.org


Congratulations to the Class of 2018! 

St. Paul’s celebrates the amazing high school seniors who graduated this year: Mariya Allen, Madison Car-

roll, Brooke Henderson, Elizabeth Hyde, Austin Lamb, Jonathan Mengel, and Sat Ardas Meyerhoff. 

We wish them all the best in their future endeavors and pray that they will continue to see St. Paul’s as part of 

their spiritual home. If you would like to watch the Senior Recognition service from June 10, please head to 

our website streaming page and following the link to our YouTube archive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brooke Henderson (r ight) is graduating from Ithaca High School and will be studying engineer ing at 

Queen's University in Kingston, Canada this fall. Her goal is to help people through a career in biomedical 

engineering, working in the field of prosthetics.  

 

At IHS, Brooke has been very involved in music, playing lead trumpet in the Wind Ensemble, Jazz Band, Or-

chestra, Pit Orchestra and Pep Band. She has been an avid member of Code Red Robotics, heading up spirit 

and public relations for the team. She rowed on the Cascadilla Boat Club's Varsity Crew team for many years 

and was a Link Crew Commissioner at IHS. Brooke is honored to be the recipient of a Principal's Scholarship 

from Queen's and a Stringham Scholarship from the Cornell Finger Lakes Credit Union. 

 

Some of Brooke's favorite St. Paul's memories include composing and performing songs with the Youth En-

semble, a fall retreat at the Promised Land in the Adirondacks, packing food for "Feed My Starving Children," 

"Summer's Last Blast" at Camp Casowasco, playing "Sardines" and "Where's My Rubber Chicken" with the 

Youth Group, and helping with home maintenance projects for families in need on the mission trip to West 

Virginia. Brooke is very grateful to St. Paul's for all of these wonderful, enriching experiences. 
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Jonathan Mengel (left, in photo on previous page) shares that his favor ite memories of St Paul’s include 

playing hide and seek across the entire church and participating in the Christmas Pageant. He recalls one 

Christmas Eve when his dad recorded video of him, dressed as a lion, wrestling a donkey in front of everyone, 

while the Wise Men processed in. 

 

During high school, Jonathan was active in scouts with Troop 4, attained Life Scout and worked summers on 

the waterfront at Camp Barton. Additionally, he rowed crew at Cascadilla Boat Club for three years.  In the 

Fall, he will attend University at Albany. Jonathan is very grateful for the support and encouragement of peo-

ple of St. Paul’s in his life. 

Confirmation Congratulations 

We also congratulate the four confirmands who dedicated themselves to the St. Paul’s family in 

April (pictured from left to right): Andreanna Downing Zheng, Samantha Deppe, Chris John-

son, and Cade Eells! You can watch them lead the service on Apr il 29 by accessing our  

YouTube archive online. 

7 St. Paul’s Letter 
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End of Year Global Roots Play School Round Up with Bronwyn Losey 

What’s been happening in our midst, without our knowing it 

—Submitted by the Wednesday Morning Bible Study small group 

It is no accident that Bronwyn Losey is the director of 

the Global Roots Play School, housed within the walls 

of our church. A pastor’s daughter, raised in Lansing, 

she holds a degree in early childhood development. She 

is a passionate advocate for children and refugees. 

Recently Bronwyn gave a presentation and answered 

questions for Wednesday Morning Bible Study. The 

first thing she told us was how much she and the Glob-

al Roots families have appreciated the welcoming envi-

ronment St. Paul’s offers. 

Global Roots is part of Ithaca Welcomes Refugees 

(IWR), a group founded in 2015, started out meeting in 

living rooms and quickly grew into a volunteer-led 

agency that provides cultural information and direct 

response to refugees and at risk immigrants. The only 

employees in the organization are the paid teachers in 

the preschool. 

Last spring, IWR realized that immigrant and refugee 

moms wanted ESL instruction but couldn’t manage it 

due to lack of daycare located close by to the ESL pro-

grams. In April 2017, IWR had the idea for a daycare 

center for children of ESL students, and in September 

Global Roots opened at St. Paul’s, just two blocks from 

the BOCES ESL Program. 

A total of 24 children were enrolled in the program 

over the course of the year, ranging in age from 18 

months to five years. The children represent approxi-

mately a dozen native languages. Some children started 

with no English, some are native English speakers, and 

some speak two languages at home plus English! Some 

siblings attend the playschool together — this is an ad-

vantage of allowing mixed ages. 

At Global Roots, the children feel safe and loved. 

Bronwyn recounted an example of the learning that can 

happen when kids feel confident in their surroundings. 

When asked by the children to take the tarp off the 

sandbox for them, the teacher asked the children how 

they might do it themselves. “It was wonderful to wit-

ness the kids’ sense of pride and accomplishment when 

three of them worked together and succeeded!” Bron-

wyn observed. 

The Play School operates under five guiding principles: 

 Children are capable. 

 Children are unique learners. 

 Children learn through relationships. 

 Play is essential. 

 All children’s families, languages, and cultural 

backgrounds are important. 

Global Roots Play School offers a sliding scale tuition. 

Over 50% of students’ families have incomes below 

100% of the New York State poverty line; 90% of stu-

dents’ families have incomes below 200% of the pov-

erty line. The Play School receives funding from 

grants, but is not eligible for Department of Social Ser-

vices funds. 

Bronwyn wishes to thank the teachers, Molly Alexan-

der and Julie Coakley, and all the volunteers; she 

thanks the Friendship Donation Network for providing 

snacks; and also thanks St. Paul’s for hosting the pre-

school. 

The Wednesday Morning Bible Study group asked 

Bronwyn what she would put on a wish list for the Play 

School. She first reiterated that Global Roots is very 

appreciative of the welcoming environment St. Paul’s 

provides for the children and the Play School. When 

pressed, she said the most immediate need is continued 

funding support to help fill the gap left by the sliding 

scale. Global Roots would like to build a robust, sus-

tainable program. 

Beth Mudge, Teacher and Director, St. Paul's Nursey 

School, from 1990 -2013, offers these words: 

“It is wonderful to see the now closed  St. Paul's 

Nursery School legacy continue with Global Roots 

Play School.  This quality, professional, and super 

nurturing program is just what these little ones and 

their families need.  Moving to a new country/culture 

is difficult enough for children, even in the best of 

circumstances.  Global Roots is helping to pave the 

way for successful, healthy, and happy transitions.” 

Co-lay leader Karen Kaufmann adds: “...a missional 

project with world-transforming potential.  What a gift 

to St. Paul’s and our community!” 
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We are all heart-broken by the family separations at the 

border. Actions each of us can take on behalf of the 

families are identified below, followed by brief sum-

maries of actions taken by our denomination. 

Personal Actions 

The Upper New York Conference and the general sec-

retary of the General Board of Church and Society of 

the United Methodist Church, Rev. Dr. Susan Henry-

Crowe ask all United Methodists to contact our local 

government officials and congressional representatives 

and ask for the immediate cessation of “all arrests, 

detainment, and deportations of undocumented immi-

grants, including children. 

Donate to RAICES, the Refugee and Immigrant Center 

for Education and Legal Services. Funds are used for 

“legal representation for immigrant children and par-

ents as well as toward paying parents’ bail bonds so 

that they can be released from detention centers and 

reunited with their children.” For information and to 

donate, go to https://www.raicestexas.org/ Be sure to 

scroll down. Also, to view a RAICES fundraiser FAQ 

page, go here: https://bit.ly/2Kd0XnE.  

An extensive list of well-documented actions compiled 

by Anne Cordona and Tompkins County Showing Up 

for Racial Justice, and shared by Anne Horst, is availa-

ble on St. Paul’s website under “Resources”, and “St. 

Paul’s Letter”. 

United Methodists have taken several actions, in-

cluding the following: 

1. On Thursday, June 7, the UMC Council of Bish-

ops joined dozens of faith organizations in signing 

the Faith Leaders’ Statement on Family Separation. 

The statement called for the end of the subsequently 

reversed policy of family separation and expressed 

“concern for the well-being of vulnerable migrants who 

cross our borders fleeing from danger and threats to 

their lives. The statement continues: “...We affirm the 

family as a foundational societal structure to support 

human community and understand the household as an 

estate blessed by God. The security of the family pro-

vides critical mental, physical and emotional support to 

the development and wellbeing of children. Our con-

gregations and agencies serve many migrant families 

that have recently arrived in the United States. Leaving 

their communities is often the only option they have to 

provide safety for their children and protect them from 

harm...” 

2. On Monday, July 18, over 600 United Methodist 

clergy and laity signed a letter charging United 

Methodist lay member Jeff Sessions with multiple 

offenses under church law: child abuse, immorality, 

racial discrimination and “dissemination of doc-

trines contrary to the doctrine of the United Meth-

odist Church”. The letter  was sent to Sessions’ pas-

tors, bishops, and district superintendents. 

The “dissemination of doctrines contrary to doctrines 

of the UMC”, of which the July 18 letter charges Ses-

sions, occurred when Sessions cited Romans 13, a pas-

sage on submitting to governing authorities, as support 

for the Administration’s zero-tolerance policy. Romans 

13 is bookended by passages on love, including these 

verses: Share with the Lord’s people who are in 

need. Practice hospitality. (Rom 12:13, NIV) And, Let 

no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt 

to love one another, for whoever loves others has ful-

filled the law. Love does no harm to a neighbor. There-

fore love is the fulfillment of the law. (Rom 13:8, 10, 

NIV) Prior to the June 18 letter, in a June 15 statement, 

secretary general Rev. Dr. Susan Henry-Crowe wrote: 

“to argue that [zero-tolerance and family separation] 

are consistent with Christian teaching is unsound, a 

flawed interpretation, and a shocking violation of the 

spirit of the Gospel.” 

3. Following President Trump’s Wednesday, June 

20 executive order, Rev. Dr. Susan Henry-Crowe  

released a statement that clearly identifies appro-

priate standards of treatment of immigrants. Please 

read her statement on page 10 and respond to her call 

on all United Methodists to contact our representatives 

in support of immigrants and immigrant families.  

Personal Actions & UMC Actions to Help Separated Children Find their Parents 
—Submitted by the Wednesday Morning Bible Study small group 

https://www.raicestexas.org/
https://bit.ly/2Kd0XnE
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Our Witness Cannot Stop Now 

Rev. Dr. Susan Henry-Crowe  June 20, 2018 

Because of persistent public pressure, President Trump signed an executive order Wednesday reversing the admin-

istration’s practice of forcibly separating children from their parents. I thank God for the faithful witness of thou-

sands of United Methodists reflecting Christ’s love and compassion into this broken world. 

This action does not, however, solve the problem. 

While this executive order ends the practice of family separation, it continues what the administration calls a “zero 

tolerance” policy. This now means that families seeking refuge in the United States can be held together, in deten-

tion, indefinitely. 

Our United Methodist Social Principles and Resolution #3281 are clear: we support policies that compassionately 

welcome immigrants and respect their human rights. 

Policies that jail families — whether separately or together — fail to reflect our shared values of compassion, dig-

nity, justice and love. Our options are not limited to jailing families together or jailing parents and children sepa-

rately. 

Alternatives to family detention, such as the Family Case Management Program, have been shown to be compas-

sionate and effective. The administration terminated this program last year and instituted “zero tolerance” policies 

in its place this year. 

We must continue the outpouring of compassion and action that ended the administration’s immoral and unjust 

practice of family separation. We must continue to work for a world in which: 

Children who are detained are compassionately cared for. 

Families who are separated are reunited. 

Families will not be held indefinitely. 

Workers should no longer fear workplace raids disrupting family and community. 

Survivors of domestic abuse and gang violence have asylum protections reinstated. 

DACA recipients are cared for through a legislative solution that leads to a pathway to citizenship. 

The current state of our immigration policies is anything but compassionate and effective. 

The U.S. House of Representatives is voting today* on immigration legislation. Call your member at 202.224.3121 

and make sure your voice is heard. You can share that The United Methodist Church calls for “the United States 

government to immediately cease all arrests, detainment, and deportations of undocumented immigrants, including 

children, solely based on their immigration status until a fair and comprehensive immigration reform is passed.“ 

Our Church calls us to welcome the migrant, and we must do that in our churches, communities and governmental 

systems. 

Our witness cannot stop now. 

---------------------------------- 

*Congress continues to debate immigration policy. 202-224-3121 connects to the switchboard for the House and 

Senate.  

https://www.umcjustice.org/who-we-are/social-principles-and-resolutions/the-social-community-162/the-social-community-rights-of-immigrants-162-h
https://www.umcjustice.org/who-we-are/social-principles-and-resolutions/welcoming-the-migrant-in-the-us-3281
https://www.theatlantic.com/news/archive/2017/06/ice-shuts-down-program-for-asylum-seekers/529887/
https://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2018/06/20/ice-ohio-arrests-100-during-undocumented-immigrant-raid-meat-packing-plants/716953002/
https://www.umcjustice.org/who-we-are/social-principles-and-resolutions/welcoming-the-migrant-in-the-us-3281


July & August, 2018 at St. Paul’s ***Please note: Church offices are closed on Friday. *** 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Fri Sat 

JULY 1 

10:00 AM Childcare 
10:30 AM Worship 
10:45 AM Family Worship with Commun-

ion 
11:45 AM Coffee/Fellowship - Mem Rm 

2 

6:45 PM WIM-

Mem Rm 

3 4 

Church offices closed 
Independence Day 

 

5 6 

Church 

Offices 

Closed 

7 

8 

10:00 AM Childcare 
10:30 AM Worship 
10:45 AM Backyard Bible Club 
11:45 AM Coffee/Fellowship - Mem Rm 

9 

5:30 PM Local & 

World Missions-

Mem Rm 

10 

11:00 AM OAM Picnic - Stewart 

Park, small pavillion 
6:00 PM Finance Team - Mem Rm 
7:15 PM Trustees-Mem Rm 

11 

1:00 PM Labyrinth 

Available 

12 

7:00 PM Social Prin-

ciples Conversations-

Durham Rm 

13 

Church 

Offices 

Closed 

14 

15 

10:00 AM Childcare 
10:30 AM Worship 
10:45 AM Backyard Bible Club 
11:45 AM Coffee/Fellowship - Mem Rm 
12:00 PM Cottage Meeting/Ambassador 

Teams-Dining Rm 

16 17 18 

1:00 PM Labyrinth 

Available 

19 

7:00 PM Social Prin-

ciples Conversations-

Durham Rm 

20 

Church 

Offices 

Closed 

21 

22 

10:00 AM Childcare 
10:30 AM Worship 
10:45 AM Backyard Bible Club 
11:45 AM Coffee/Fellowship - Mem Rm 

23 

6:45 PM WIM-

Mem Rm 

24 

2:00 PM Prayer  Shawl Group - 

Durham Rm 
7:00 PM Church Council - Mem Rm 

25 

1:00 PM Labyrinth 

Available 

26 

7:00 PM Social Prin-

ciples Conversations-

Durham Rm 

27 

Church 

Offices 

Closed 

28 

29 

10:00 AM Childcare 
10:30 AM Worship 
10:45 AM Backyard Bible Club 
11:45 AM Coffee/Fellowship - Mem Rm 

30 31 AUGUST 1 

1:00 PM Labyr inth 

Available 
7:00 PM Staff Parish 

Relations Committee-

Mem Rm 

2 

7:00 PM Social Pr in-

ciples Conversations-

Durham Rm 

3 

Church 

Offices 

Closed 

4 

5 
10:00 AM Childcare 
10:30 AM Worship 
10:45 AM Backyard Bible Club 
11:45 AM Coffee/Fellowship - Mem 

Rm 

6 

6:45 PM WIM-

Mem Rm 

7 8 

1:00 PM Labyrinth 

Available 

9 

7:00 PM Social 

Principles Conver-

sations-Durham 

Rm 

10 

Church 

Offices 

Closed 

11 

12 
10:00 AM Childcare 
10:30 AM Worship 
10:45 AM Backyard Bible Club 
11:45 AM Coffee/Fellowship - Mem 

Rm 

13 

5:30 PM Local & 

World Missions-

Mem Rm 

14 

6:00 PM Finance Team - Mem 

Rm 

7:15 PM Trustees-Mem Rm 

15 

Newsletter Dead-

line 

1:00 PM Labyrinth 

Available 

16 

7:00 PM Social 

Principles Conver-

sations-Durham 

Rm 

17 

Church 

Offices 

Closed 

18 

19 
10:00 AM Childcare 
10:30 AM Worship 
10:45 AM Backyard Bible Club 
11:45 AM Coffee/Fellowship - Mem 

Rm 

20 

6:45 PM WIM-

Mem Rm 

21 

1:00 PM OAM Leadership 

meeting-Durham Rm 

7:00 PM Church Council-Mem 

Rm 

22 

1:00 PM Labyrinth 

Available 

23 

7:00 PM Social 

Principles Conver-

sations-Durham 

Rm 

24 

Church 

Offices 

Closed 

25 

26 
10:00 AM Childcare 
10:30 AM Worship 
10:45 AM Backyard Bible Club 
11:45 AM Coffee/Fellowship - Mem 

Rm 

27 28 

2:00 PM Prayer Shawl Group - 

Durham Rm 

29 

9:00 AM Newsletter 

mailing-Mem Rm 

1:00 PM Labyrinth 

Available 

30 31 

Church 

Offices 

Closed 

1 
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Connections Corner: Welcoming Ministry Communication Housekeeping 

2018 Pictorial Directory: Volunteers have been tak-

ing pictures before and after church for the latest ver-

sion of the church directory. Two more dates are 

scheduled: July 8 and July 15. 

Here are the outcomes I envision stemming from our 

updated directory: 

-Pastor Teressa will be able to learn who her flock is 

more quickly. 

-Members, both old and new, can reference the pictori-

al directory after a conversation and answer, “now, 

what was that person’s name again?” 

-Visitors looking at the directory will see an interest-

ing, diverse faith community, and may think, “hmmm...  

maybe I’ll stick around!” 

-Access to email (and possibly phone numbers--TBD) 

will be given to members who receive the directory so 

we can communicate more easily about matters of per-

sonal interest and church business. 

My request is, “Won’t you please have your picture 

taken for the directory and contribute to the church 

community by making yourself known?” The directory 

presentation is more polished if the same background is 

used. The photographers have offered to be very flexi-

ble about coming in at different times, and/or retaking 

the photos until you’re satisfied with the product.  

However, if this is not a possibility, please send in a 

photo via email to ahorst@stpaulsithaca.org.  The 

file should be a jpeg document with a min-

imum of 500 KB, and if possible with a 

blue background. 

The friendship pad is passed every week 

for purposes of connection and communica-

tion, and is intended to go back to the point of origin. 

That way, as it goes back, you can check for names of 

the people in your pew so that you can greet them by 

name during or after the service. 

The friendship pad is reviewed by church staff on 

Monday morning for follow up information. Changes 

of address or contact info can be given, requests for a 

name tag or a phone call. It works better for some peo-

ple for communication than sending an email later 

when the thought has passed. Visitors who share con-

tact information are contacted and thanked for their 

visit, and given a venue for receiving more information 

if they are interested. Do you have any more questions 

about the use of the friendship pad? Write it on the 

friendship pad the next time you are here, and I will 

follow up with you! 

Please wear your name tags over  the next two 

months so Pastor Teressa can learn your name. Please 

take note if you also benefit from the increased use of 

name tags. 

Data entry help is needed.  Please contact Anne if you 

have an hour or two to input data to update our records.  

mailto:ahorst@stpaulsithaca.org

