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As we prepare for the next 2 teams of volunteers, we find ourselves pondering questions of how 
to be equitable and to ‘help without hurting’ (there’s a book by this title).  These questions are 
reflected in so many of relationships and found in wisdom of many cultures.  It helps to think of 
Mary McCloud Bethune’s stand for God’s vision of justice and inclusion and what we learned 
from her life’s ‘faith in action’:  how to build capacity and sustainability with partners.   1

Here are a few of the week’s 
highlights in photos:

• Building security fences around the 
well sites requires digging holes for 
each post, adding concrete, 
welding the top & bottom pipe to 
the posts, adding a brace to every 
other posts (more concrete), 
stretching and attaching the chain 
link fencing,  and topping it off with barbed wire.  This will keep 
AVS crew and volunteers busy for weeks!

• Fixing a leak resulting 
from a missing O-ring 
— quality control is 
important!

• Planning for the next 
community water 
system with Banderas 
stakeholders — so 
many details to work out!  And speaking of capacity 
building and sustainability, this process is essential 
and is improving with ‘lessons learned’ over the 
years. 

• You may remember that the Universidad Nacional de Costa Rica (UNA) started a community 
development project to assist communities in the governance of their water systems.  Last 
weekend the volunteer leaders of the two project communities participated in a regional 
exchange of various projects funded by the consortium of public universities — what a treat to 
hear about their first year’s progress and expectations for their continued learning!  

Coming attractions:  a return visit from former Mission Volunteer Bob Meredith (friend of Joan 
and Nelson Reppert), assisting the 2 VIM teams from Fl and TX, plus conversations with the 
UNA education faculty about replicating their project with other communities and with INA (adult 
education institute) for assistance with technical training for the AVS crew and want-a-be water 
system plumbers in the communities.  Thank you holding these in your thoughts & prayers.

Peace and blessings to you!  Jorge y n     
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