
46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in 

God my Savior, 48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49 for the Mighty 

One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 

~Luke 1:46-47 

 

The first Sunday of Advent this year echoed with Mary’s song, sung after 

encountering the miracle of Elizabeth’s pregnancy and the absolute support 

from her elderly cousin. Mary sings her gratitude and wonder as she waits in 

expectation for the birth of the holy Child of God. Waiting is an extremely 

rich spiritual practice that is often overlooked, especially at this time of year. 

Christmas is full of joy and wonder, and we eagerly want to skip past Advent 

(and even Thanksgiving) to enter into the twinkling lights of Christmas. But 

Advent can be a sacred time of preparing our hearts, minds, bodies and souls 

to encounter the Christ Child in the manger. It can be a time of focusing our 

lives on modeling the generosity of God seen in the gift of Jesus Christ. 

  

One sacred act that connects with God’s generosity to us through Jesus is the 

act of giving. How might you give in Jesus-like ways this Advent season? 

1. Closing the Gap-Give to your church family & the work of our church in the 

world: St. Paul’s operational budget for this year was $450,000, the 

same as it was in 2018. This budget is funded 90% from the generous 

giving of members, active participants, friends and visitors of St. Paul’s. 

The other 10% is donated to the church for the use of the facility by 

non-profits and groups such as Opus Ithaca School of Music and Global 

Roots Play School. We are deeply thankful for our in-building 

neighbors and the work they do. As we enter the holiday season this 

year, we are around $20,000 under our 2019 budgetary goal. St. Paul’s 

leadership teams are very careful stewards of your generosity and have 

kept expenses as low as possible, so income and expenses are closer 

than that $20,000 gap. The church leadership teams pray you will 

consider an Advent-Christmas gift to your church family in gratitude 

for all the ways this congregation and its ministries have spiritually 

nurtured you and so many others through the past 200 years and today. 

2. Local Charities & Non-profits: Chose one or more of the local agencies 

and organizations who support those most in need in our community. 

3.  UMCOR-United Methodist Committee on Relief: UMCOR is rated one 

of the top emergency relief agencies in the world, with some of the 
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NEW YOUTH 
PROGRAMMING 

Beginning on December 8*, 
students in grades 6-12 are 
invited to meet in the 
Durham Room following the 
dramatic reading during the 
worship service for snacks 
and Scrooge! Come watch 
scenes from retellings of A 
Christmas Carol and discuss a 
question for reflection. 

*There will be no Youth Group 
after worship on 12/8. Bring 
your family and enjoy the 
cookie decorating downstairs! 

St. Paul’s is a compassionate community, led and transformed by the Spirit. 
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December Lectionary Readings 

December 1 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

Psalm 122 

Romans 13:11-14 

Matthew 24:36-44 
 

December 8  

Isaiah 11:1-10 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

Romans 15:4-13 

Matthew 3:1-12 
 

December 15  

Isaiah 35:1-10 

Psalm 146:5-10 

James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 
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-- 

Child Care 
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Ministries 
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December 22 

Isaiah 7:10-16 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

Romans 1:1-7 

Matthew 1:18-25 
 

December 25 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

Psalm 96 

Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2:1-14, (15-20) 
 

December 29 

Isaiah 63:7-9 

Psalm 148 

Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12) 

Matthew 2:13-23 
 

 

Christmas Eve Services: 

12:00 PM 

(shorter, contemplative service) 

7:00 PM 

(family service with pageant) 

9:30 PM 

(service with communion) 

Find more lectionary readings at 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/ or find 

the link to the Revised Common Lectionary on 

the Services page of our website! 

mailto:info@stpaulsithaca.org
http://www.stpaulsithaca.org
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/
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lowest administrative costs, most of which are covered by denominational gifts. UMCOR is one of the 

first to arrive on the scene of a disaster, and the last to leave. 100% of what you give goes to the area you 

designate. 

4. Reverse Advent Calendar (see example image on page 12): Instead of a calendar that gives you a small gift or 

piece of candy, try a calendar that calls you to give to those in need. Decorate a box to receive your 

calendar giving and follow this calendar pictured, or google it. Read a devotion each day from our 

Advent devotionals and place your gift in the box. On Christmas Eve, bring your box to the church and 

we will arrange for your gifts to be donation to the local homeless shelter or food pantry.  
 

Let us embrace this season of waiting with anticipation. May our souls magnify the Lord and 

our spirits rejoice in God our Savior! 

Advent Blessings & Merry Christmas! 

Pastor Teressa 

Sanctuary, St. Paul’s, and Opportunities to Serve 

Sanctuary—offering a church’s refuge and protection to a person facing legal prosecution—is an ancient 

Christian tradition.  It was recently invoked by the United Methodist Bishops’ Immigration Task Force, in 

a “Call to Action” (July 2019) urging churches to stand in solidarity with migrants, refugees and asylum-

seekers in sanctuary and with congregations (including ten United Methodist sanctuary churches) 

supporting them. Check it out at https://www.umcjustice.org/documents/122.  

 

Right here in Ithaca, St. Paul’s has the opportunity to share in a ministry of sanctuary and asylum, 

supporting our brothers and sisters at First Congregational Church, which declared itself a Sanctuary 

Church in May and is now preparing to receive the first Sanctuary guest.  They need help!  Once a guest is 

in Sanctuary, there will be many needs:  food, supplies, transportation, caring/services.  FCC is hoping 

supportive congregations, organizations, and individuals will commit to help with these areas of need on a 

rotational one-week-per-month basis.   

 

Anne Horst is the point person for volunteers from St. Paul’s.  Can you commit, even provisionally, to a 

team supplying a week of care in one (or more) of the following areas of need?  Let Anne know! 

(1) Food (preparation or shopping) 

(2) Supplies (laundry, toiletries, errands) 

(3) Driving (training required, info and future dates TBA after November 23) 

(4) Caregiving (conversation, projects and activities, connection) 

 

Our hope is to field four corresponding St. Paul’s-based teams (friends welcome!) to fill in slots on First 

Congregational’s monthly support calendar.  Anne can also share resources from FCC and the Ithaca 

Sanctuary Alliance that address the why’s and how’s of this ministry of sanctuary.  Talk to Anne at church, 

or e-mail her with your interests at ahorst@stpaulsithaca.org. 

 

This is clearly a work of faith and trust—and of radical hospitality, deep generosity, and daring 

collegiality.  “But,” as our UM Immigration “Call to Action” concludes, quoting our namesake Paul, "God 

did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline”  (II 

Timothy 2:7).  How might that same Spirit of power, of love, of discipline be speaking to us today? 

https://www.umcjustice.org/documents/122
mailto:ahorst@stpaulsithaca.org
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Prayer at St. Paul’s 

Prayer is an important part of the St. Paul’s community. It is the way in which we share our concerns and joys 

with God and with each other. We welcome requests and expressions of gratitude as part of the Gathered 

Prayers that are spoken in worship. This is a public form of prayer.  For prayers that are more private, you 

are invited to use the Prayer Chain email group which is made up of people who commit themselves to regu-

larly praying for each other and for the people for whom prayers are requested. Information shared within this 

group is confidential.   

Contact Pastor Debbie Allen, dallen@stpaulsithaca.org, if you have prayer requests for the Gathered Prayers 

or the Prayer Chain.  Please specify which of these prayer options you are requesting. 

Our sympathies:  

 to Michelle Eells and her family on the loss of her husband, Greg Eells, who passed away on 

September 9. 

 to B.J. and Kent Goetz on the loss of B.J.’s daughter and Kent’s sister, Robin Kay (Goetz), who 

passed away on September 11.. 

 to Paula and Kirk Smith on the loss of Paula’s mother, Pauline Kamon, who passed away on 

September 22. 

 to the family of Jessie Helton, who passed away on September 30. 

 to the family of Bob Black, who passed away on October 13. 

 to Steve Beyers and his family on the passing of his brother, Chris Beyers. 

 to Jane Zimmer and her family on the passing of her brother-in-law, Jim Weaver. 

 to the family and friends of David Barber, who passed away on November 7. 

 to Linnea, Emily Preston’s daughter, and her family on the passing of her paternal grandmother, Julia 

Ben. 

 

Tina Champion Memorial 

At a memorial service held at church shortly after the death of Tina, the idea was proposed of gifting a niche 

in the Columbarium at Casowasco for Tina in recognition of her love for Casowasco. However, Tina was 

interred in the cemetery beside her mother. 

Dick Tenney is working with the staff at Casowasco and members of the Columbarium Committee, including 

Mary Lou Tenney, to establish a memorial at Casowasco using the $600 that has previously been donated. 

The plan is to have a Tina Champion Memorial plaque installed there and a Scholarship Program or a similar 

appropriate activity developed to recognize Tina's deep love for Casowasco. 

If anyone is interested in contributing to this effort they should make a check out to the "Casowasco 

Columbarium Fund" with the memo line of the check noting it is for the "Tina Champion Memorial." Please 

place checks in Dick’s mailbox at the church to ensure that they are added to the existing balance in the fund.  
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As the hours of light wane and the days grow colder, 

we are invited to explore inner spaces, both physical 

and spiritual.  These months offer an opportunity to 

acquaint ourselves with the gifts of darkness and 

light, to befriend silence, and to practice patience as 

time seems to slow down, calling us to rest and 

reflection.  Hibernating animals can teach us a thing 

or two about how to make it through the depths of 

winter! 

 

There are several opportunities you may want to 

consider as ways of deepening your spiritual life 

during this season.  In the month of December, you 

will have an opportunity to experience a Celtic 

Advent with three contemplative gather ings 

focused on the themes of light and darkness and the 

changes taking place in the natural world.  We will 

meet on Thursdays, December 5, 12, and 19, from 

10:30 – 11:30 AM in the Memorial Room.   

 

On Thursdays, January 23, 30, February 6, and 13, 

from 10:00 – 11:30 AM in the Memorial Room, a 

series of sessions on End-of-Life Planning will be 

offered.  Many of us find ourselves facing the gifts 

and challenges of the last third of our lives and 

thinking about ways in which we can be more 

prepared.  Others of a younger age may be concerned 

about loved ones or themselves and welcome the 

opportunity to reflect on end-of-life choices.  Among 

the topics we will cover are: a discussion of living 

wills, especially the Five Wishes booklet that 

addresses personal, emotional, spiritual, and medical 

wishes; ethical-spiritual wills; planning a memorial 

service, writing an obituary, and other decisions, 

using an excellent booklet written by Rev. Eunice 

Tabor; and issues related to spiritual growth during 

this period of our lives.  As I plan for this series, I 

welcome your thoughts and suggestions for topics 

that would be of greatest interest and assistance to 

you.   

 

And finally, I will be working on the organization of 

the Durham Room Library during the winter as we 

integrate donated books and new resources.  The 

Durham Room is cozy, warm, and comfortable in the 

colder months.  Why not come and spend some 

restful time in this inviting space! 

 

The blessings of Advent, Christmas, 

and Epiphany to you all, 

Pastor Debbie 

 

Pastor of Loving Care Ministries 

dallen@stpaulsithaca.org 

 

Office Hours:  

Mondays and Tuesdays, 9:30 AM - 4:00 PM 

 

Loving Care Notes 

A Christmas Gift to Your Church Family 
 

As you contemplate giving in this holy season and seek to offer alternative gifts to your family and 

friends, consider a Christmas gift to the mission and ministry of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church. 

Your gift supports ministries of justice and inclusion, spiritual growth and development, worship and 

pastoral care. Thank you for your generosity! 

mailto:ahorst@stpaulsithaca.org


 

 

 

 

Our Journey Through Advent: God Bless Us Every One!* The Redemption of Scrooge 
 

The cultural context in which Dickens placed his powerful Christmas story was 1800’s England—a time of 

great divide between rich and poor—something on which Dickens wanted to shed a light. His main character, 

Ebenezer Scrooge, is clear as the story begins that the only redeeming value in life was in getting more money. 

He lives in resentment, fear and the ice-cold frozen state of watching out only for himself. God’s economy, on 

the other hand, says that there is enough for all and all are worthy of the abundance of life and joy, freedom and 

sustenance. Will we “make change” and move toward the richness of peace for all or will we continue to be 

chained by the poverty of exclusion? 

★ Advent 1: December 1 – Bah Humbug! Making Change ~ Isaiah 9:6-7 & Luke 1:46-55. 

★ Advent 2: December 8 – The Remembrance of Christmas Past: Hope From Heartbreak ~ Isaiah 

9:2-6a & Luke 2:8-14. 

★ Advent 3: December 15 – The Life of Christmas Present: Look Upon Me ~ Deuteronomy 15:7-11 

& Matthew 2:1-18. 

★ Advent 4: December 22 – The Hope of Christmas Future: Death-Defying Acts ~ Romans 8:12-17 

& Luke 4:18-19. 

★ Christmas 1: December 29 – Finding Refuge ~ Matthew 2:13-23 

 

*Be sure to pick up an Advent devotional booklet on the table outside of the sanctuary—“God Bless Us Every 

One!” There are also booklets for families and devotionals from past years. 

 

 

 

January Worship: The Season of Epiphany 
 

 January 5 –Epiphany Sunday:  

Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12 

 January 12 –Baptism of the Lord Sunday:  

Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 2:13-17 

 January 19 –Martin Luther King, Jr. Weekend & Human Relations Sunday. Human Relations Day 

is one of six special giving opportunities throughout the year. This Sunday strengthens United 

Methodist outreach to communities in the United States and Puerto Rico, encouraging social justice 

and work with at-risk youth.  

Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11; 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42 

 January 27 –Third Sunday of Epiphany:  

Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9; 1 Corinthians 1:1-18; Matthew 4:12-23 
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December 2019 at St. Paul’s ***Please note: Church offices are closed on Friday. *** 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Satur-

day 

1 

Advent 
9:15 AM - 12:00 PM Childcare 
9:45 AM Children's Music Group-

Marketplace 
10:30 AM Worship with Communion 
11:45 AM Coffee/Fellowship - Memorial 

Room 

2 

1:30 PM Staff meet-

ing-Teressa's ofc. 

3 4 

2:00 PM Labyrinth 

Available 
7:00 PM Staff Parish 

Relations Committee-

Memorial Room 

5 

10:30 AM - 

11:30 AM Celtic 

Advent - Memorial 

Room 
6:00 PM Festival 

Chimes Rehearsal 
7:15 PM Chancel 

Choir rehearsal 

6 

Church 

Offices 

Closed 

7 

8 

9:15 AM - 12:00 PM Childcare 
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Parent/Caregiver 

Meditation Group-Meditation Loft 
9:45 AM Children's Music Group-

Marketplace 
10:30 AM Worship 
11:45 AM Coffee/Fellowship - Memorial 

Room 
11:45 AM - 1:45 PM Cookie Decorating 

Workshop - Dining Room 
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM Hangar Theater: A 

Christmas Carol 

9 

1:30 PM Staff meet-

ing-Teressa's ofc. 
5:30 PM Local & 

World Missions-

Memorial Room 

10 

11:30 AM OAM 

Luncheon-Ithaca 

Country Club 
6:00 PM Finance 

Team - Memorial 

Room 
7:15 PM Trustees-

Memorial Room 

11 

12:00 PM - 2:30 PM 

Women's Fellowship 

Book Study & Potluck-

Memorial Room 
2:00 PM Labyrinth 

Available 
5:30 PM Soulful Liv-

ing: Supper for the 

Soul-Memorial Room 

12 

10:30 AM - 

11:30 AM Celtic 

Advent - Memorial 

Room 
6:00 PM Festival 

Chimes Rehearsal 
7:15 PM Chancel 

Choir rehearsal 

13 

Church 

Offices 

Closed 

14 

15 

9:15 AM - 12:00 PM Childcare 
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Parent/Caregiver 

Meditation Group-Meditation Loft 
9:45 AM Children's Music Group-

Marketplace 
10:30 AM Worship with Festival Chimes 
11:45 AM Christmas Reception - Memori-

al Room 

16 

1:30 PM Staff meet-

ing-Teressa's ofc. 

17 

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

Church Council-

Memorial Room 

18 

2:00 PM Labyrinth 

Available 

19 

10:30 AM - 

11:30 AM Celtic 

Advent - Memorial 

Room 
6:00 PM Festival 

Chimes Rehearsal 
7:15 PM Chancel 

Choir rehearsal 

20 

Church 

Offices 

Closed 

21 

22 

9:15 AM - 12:00 PM Childcare 
9:45 AM Children's Music Group-

Marketplace 
10:30 AM Worship 
11:45 AM Coffee/Fellowship - Memorial 

Room 
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM Film - A Christmas 

Carol - Memorial Room 

23 

1:30 PM Staff meet-

ing-Teressa's ofc. 

24 

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 

Contemplative Worship 

- Memorial Room 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM 

Candlelight Service 

with Pageant 
9:30 PM - 10:30 PM 

Candlelight Service 

with Communion 

25 

Christmas Day 

26 

6:00 PM Festival 

Chimes Rehearsal 
7:15 PM Chancel 

Choir rehearsal 

27 

Church 

Offices 

Closed 

28 

29 

9:15 AM - 12:00 PM Childcare 
9:45 AM Children's Music Group-

Marketplace 
10:30 AM Worship 
11:45 AM Coffee/Fellowship - Memorial 

Room 

30 

1:30 PM Staff meet-

ing-Teressa's ofc. 

31 1 

New Year's Day 
2:00 PM Labyrinth 

Available 
7:00 PM Staff Parish 

Relations Committee-

Memorial Room 

2 

6:00 PM Festival 

Chimes Rehearsal 
7:15 PM Chancel 

Choir rehearsal 

3 

Church 

Offices 

Closed 

4 
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New Staff in Children’s Ministry! 
On October 16, 2019 we welcomed two new staff to our St. Paul’s Children’s Ministry. Our new Children’s 

Ministry Coordinator is Delvin Collier. Delvin joins us with a great deal of enthusiasm and excitement, as well 

as strong management and organizational skills. He is eager to meet everyone and hopes to receive much 

support and many volunteers to care for our wonderful children and their faith development. Delvin is also the 

partner of our Choral and Ensemble Director, Emily Preston. Our new Children’s Music Director is Emily 

Plummer. Emily is working with our  wonderful volunteer  in children’s music, Jessa Daur ia, to enr ich 

our children’s spiritual growth through music. Emily is also a teacher’s assistant at Ithaca Community 

Childcare Center. Welcome Delvin and Emily! Along with these two wonderful additions to our children’s 

ministry, we are hiring and welcoming new childcare providers to care for our youngest members on Sunday 

mornings and Thursday evenings. Be sure to greet all new faces with a wonderful St. Paul’s welcome! 

 

The Giving Tree 
The Giving Tree provides opportunities for St. Paulians to help bring Christmas cheer to others in our 

community.  Simply take a gift request “ornament” from the tree, purchase the item, and bring it back 

(unwrapped) to place under the tree.  The Giving Tree will be in the main hallway, near the Aurora Street 

entrance, from Sunday, December 1 through Sunday, December 15. 

This year’s tree will provide gifts to individuals from local agencies:  

 Racker (toys and gifts for pre-school aged children) 

 Finger Lakes Residential Center (i-Tunes cards and personal care items for adolescent males who have 

been placed with the Office of Children and Family Services by Family Court) 

 Longview (small gifts for residents in Assisted and Enhanced Assisted Living wings) 

 St. John’s Community Services and Court Street Place ($25 gift cards for homeless men and women in 

Ithaca) 

Add to your joy of the holidays by bringing joy to these beloved Children of God! 

 

Share the Warmth: Annual Winter Outerwear Collection Drive 
‘Tis the season for donating coats, gloves, mittens, hats, scarves and boots to the annual Share the Warmth 

drive.  You’ll find collection bins around the area in grocery and other stores, and on the campuses. Catholic 

Charities, located at 324 West Buffalo Street near downtown Ithaca,  will be distributing these items for free 

during the first two weeks of December.  Friendly volunteers are needed to wait on customers and help them 

find the items they need. December 2-6 and 9-13, two hour  shifts are available, from 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM. 

It’s a great way to start Advent! To volunteer, contact Michaela at 607-272-5062 ext. 17 or 

Michaela.Cortright@dor.org 

 

2020 Waterfall Calendars 
The St. Paul’s youth will not be selling the Dewey Neild 2020 Waterfall calendars this winter, but you can still 

purchase these beautiful calendars at the local Barnes & Noble, through Dewey’s website directly, or the 150+ 

other locations throughout the Finger Lakes: http://www.waterfallcalendar.com/ 

mailto:Michaela.Cortright@dor.org
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A Celtic Advent 

December 5, 12, 19 - 10:30-11:30 AM - Memorial Room 
In the month of December, you will have an opportunity to experience a Celtic Advent with three 

contemplative gatherings focused on the themes of light and darkness and the changes taking place in the 

natural world. 

 

Christmas Cookie Fun! 

December 8 - 11:45 AM - Dining Room 
After worship, families are invited to gather downstairs to decorate Christmas cookies (cookies and icing 

provided)! Please bring small candies/sprinkles to share and a few dollars for pizza. Anyone interested in 

pizza or those willing to help set up and or clean up for this event, contact Cheryl McGraw, 

crm54@cornell.edu. 

 

OAM Luncheon 

December 10 - 11:30 AM - Country Club of Ithaca 
The Older Adult Ministries of St. Paul's will sponsor a holiday luncheon on December 10 at the Country Club 

of Ithaca to enjoy fellowship and a light meal together; the cost will be $14. Following the meal, Dick Tenney 

and Joan Reppert will lead the singing of Christmas carols. Please contact Phyllis Highland to make a 

reservation, if you do not receive a postcard reminder and a follow-up phone call or email. 

  

Women’s Fellowship Potluck and Book Share 

December 11 - 12:00 - 2:30 PM 
Women's Fellowship (formerly Women In the Middle) has chosen the book, Almost Everything: Notes on 

Hope, by Anne Lamott. She's a well-known essayist, who has written many books. Anne Lamott is a hip, 

liberal Christian and a Californian with a kind heart.  She weaves biblical parables into her comments, which 

is one of the approaches we plan to follow when discussing her writing. If you are interested in the book and 

plan to come, please send a text to Kathryn Mapes at 607-342-1931 or email mapesterry@aol.com.  

 

Fa La La La...Fun! The Annual Christmas Reception 

December 15 - 11:45 AM - Memorial Room 
St. Paul's will once again be celebrating the joys of our church community at our annual Christmas Reception 

after the worship service.  Come and join us for laughter and seasonal goodies including healthy munchies and 

Christmas Cookies. This year's reception will be hosted by the elves of the Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

Small Group.  Everyone's invited! 

 

Coffee and Greeting Ambassador Teams Need Your Help! 
Please consider joining one of the 4 teams and be willing to share an item for snack (one item/one time per 

month as possible) or help with greeting and/or kitchen duties.  This is an easy way to be a part of the warm 

welcome that guests receive while visiting St. Paulians after church. Contact Anne Horst, 

ahorst@stpaulsithaca.org, for more information. 

 

mailto:crm54@cornell.edu
mailto:mapesterry@aol.com
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Addressing Racism: Let’s Talk, Let’s Act 
We know that racism is evil.  But it’s not enough to say “I’m not a racist”; we have to actively work against 

racism.  Educating ourselves about how racism works is one important step to opposing it. A great opportunity 

to do that is coming up soon.  Catholic Charities and the local Multi-Cultural Resource Center are offering a 3- 

session class called Talking Circles on Race and Racism.  The class involves diverse  in-depth activities and 

facilitated discussions to help participants better understand systemic racism.  It will be held on Thursday 

evenings January 16, 23, 30, 6:00-9:00 PM, at Immaculate Conception Church, located on the corner  of 

Geneva and Seneca Streets in downtown Ithaca.  To sign up or learn more, contact Laurie at 

LKonwinski@dor.org or 607-272-5062 ext 12. Cost for the class is $90, but scholarships are available if 

needed. 

 

Updates and Information from the United Methodist Church (UMC) 
On January 1, 2020, the “Traditional” Plan adopted by a slim majority at the Special Session of General 

Conference goes into effect. Our website (Resources Page-Methodist News) has information regarding this plan 

and its effects. On November 13, 2019, the Rev. Anna Blaedel and the Iowa Annual Conference shared the 

‘resolution’ to the complaint against Rev. Blaedel for being openly queer. This ‘resolution,’ in Rev. Blaedel’s 

words, states that is it “not currently possible for me to continue my ministry in the context of the Iowa Annual 

Conference, nor the UMC.” Rev. Blaedel is the partner of our guest preacher on October 27, Rev. M Barclay. 

In our Upper New York Annual Conference, a licensed local pastor had her license revoked after marrying her 

wife. She has been supported by the United Church of Christ (UCC) in continuing her ministry with her current 

church, a church that is both UMC and UCC. All of the UMC continues to anticipate and plan for the next 

global gathering of our main governing body, the General Conference, from May 5-15 in Minneapolis. There 

are several plans up for consideration as to how to move forward as a denomination. A PDF outlining these 

plans is on the Methodist News page of our church website.  

Christmas Offering 

St. Paul’s is blessed with the opportunity to help support Global Roots Play School - a play-based, child-
paced program, providing a community for families from diverse backgrounds. Their mission is to provide 
educational and social opportunities for refugee and immigrant children and families in our community. 
Please use the enclosed special envelope to support the Global Roots scholarship funds. 
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11 St. Paul’s Letter 

 

You are invited to purchase a 
holiday poinsettia in honor or 

memory of a loved one.  
 

 

Your gift makes a difference in important ways: 

 You beautify our sanctuary during the Advent and Christmas seasons. 

 Your holiday plant brightens the season for our home-bound St. Paulians, with home 

delivery by our Loving Care ministry team the week before Christmas. 

 A portion of your donation helps fund our altar flower ministry all year. 

 

The minimum donation requested, which includes a contribution to our flower ministry, is $20.  

Please make your check payable to “St. Paul’s United Methodist Church” with “poinsettias” in 

the memo line. 

To be included in the bulletin, orders must be placed by Monday, December 9. 

 

  Enclosed is $                       for a poinsettia. 

  

  Please specify:  

In loving memory of         

     OR 

  In honor of           

  

  Given by                Phone       

 

  I will donate my poinsettia  

 

OR         

 

  I will pick up my poinsettia immediately following the 10:30 am  

worship service on December 22. 
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~A Note of Thanks~ 

Thank you to those who have prepared and 

delivered lunches over the past few months. 

Thanks for: 

 Food for the SJCS Food Pantry (collected 

during directory photo sessions) 

 Clothing to help those in need, especially at 

this time of year 

 Personal care toiletry items, towels and 

washcloths 

 Sheets, blankets, comforters and pillows 

 Prayers for SJCS Staff who assist those 

needing to get into a warm place 

And thank you for your continued support! 

Dick Tabor, rctabor2003@yahoo.com 

St. Paul’s Homeless Services Liaison 

mailto:rctabor2003@yahoo.com

