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Reflections on Context1

We are immersed in multiple contexts throughout our lives…we learn early on what are ‘normal’ 
and what are different:  the extremes and the extra-ordinary.  How amazing our human capacity 
to perceive and judge the nuances of the environment around us.  We ‘read’ the context with all 
our senses and intuition, perceive the significance of various parts of the context, learn about 
the meanings of symbols, and then decide what we do with all of this information!

A large part of our Mission Volunteer experience is about the context — especially when we 
don’t understand the language, the customs and way things are done, and in new settings — 
much of the time!   While it is obvious that we are surrounded by opportunities for learning about 
new contexts. (see https://teletica.com/242660_jale-a-pie-por-los-chiles), it is also a wonderful 
way to see with new eyes what we have created as our traditions, ways of interacting with our 
environment, and accept as ‘right (or not)’.  A few of the situations for assessing context were:

• Community meetings…getting to “YES,  we are ready to work together for a water system.”

• Fence building…figuring out ways to uncoil and attach the razor wire with 
only minor cuts. 
• Crossing the flooded bridge …recently 
repaired with large tree trunks 

maneuvered into place and packed with clay soil.
• How to pass along Rotarians’ 
‘thank you for your support for 
Agua Viva Serves’ that 
enhances community outreach 
with youth recreation at the 
church and with an extended 
family that provides leadership for the latest community water 
system.

We are called to open our eyes, hearts and minds to a new 
creation!  Peace and blessings, Jorge y n    

 inspired by 24Nov19 worship service, St Paul’s UMC, Ithaca, NY. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dXUfmpUI9lA1
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