
 

 
We welcome you, trusting that this time of worship will open our hearts to experience the Spirit’s movement 

among us. Together, we seek peace, health, and wholeness as we gather in God’s presence. 
  

Please let us know you’re here by signing in on our Virtual Friendship Pad at www.stpaulsithaca.org/streaming 
or make a comment on the Facebook Live video! 

  
Visit our Giving page at www.stpaulsithaca.org/giving to learn about how you can continue to support the 

ministries of St. Paul’s from home. 
 

Christmas Eve 
  

Gathering Music   Caleb Bates 
 
Introit “What Child Is This?” Andi and Parker Merrill 
 
Prelude “Christmas Morn”  Canaan Harris, piano 

Caleb Bates, fiddle 
 
Christmas Welcome          Pastor Teressa Sivers 

Please sign in using the Virtual Friendship Pad on the streaming page of our website! 
  
Special Music                                  “I Believe Even When”  St. Paul’s Chancel Choir 

By Mark Miller 



                               
Opening Prayer                                                                                                                 
 
Carol #234 “O Come All Ye Faithful” 

 
O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

 
Refrain: 

O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him, 
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 
True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal, 

lo, he shuns not the Virgin's womb; 
Son of the Father, begotten not created; 

(Refrain) 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 

(Refrain) 
 

See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, 
leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze; 

we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps; 
(Refrain) 

 
Sharing the Christmas Peace Across the Distance 
 
Children’s Time to Shine 
 
A Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures              Isaiah 52:7-10 Jackson Robinson 

7 How beautiful upon the mountains 
    are the feet of a messenger 
    who proclaims peace, 
    who brings good news, 
    who proclaims salvation, 
    who says to Zion, “Your God rules!” 
8 Listen! Your lookouts lift their voice; 
    they sing out together! 
    Right before their eyes they see the Lord returning to Zion. 
9 Break into song together, you ruins of Jerusalem! 
The Lord has comforted God’s people and has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10 The Lord has bared God’s holy arm in view of all the nations; 
    all the ends of the earth have seen our God’s victory. 
  

The Witness to Music “O Holy Night” The Nasto Family 



 
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke  Luke 2:1-20   

Carl & Sujata Gibson 
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be taxed. 
2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 
3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 
4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) 
5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 
 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

Rev. Bob McCune 
6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be 
delivered. 
7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a 
manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 
 
“Away in a Manger” 

Erica Schockley & Katie Polasek 
8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 
9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: 
and they were sore afraid. 
10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. 
11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger. 
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 
14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward [all people.] 
 
“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” 

The Dauria Family 
15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 
one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, 
which the Lord hath made known unto us. 
16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 
17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning 
this child. 
 
“What Child is This?” 

Mattea Dauria 
18 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds. 
19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 



20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and 
seen, as it was told unto them. 
  

The Christmas Message Pastor Teressa Sivers 
 
Carol #242 “Love Came Down At Christmas” 

 
Love came down at Christmas, Love all lovely, Love divine; 
Love was born at Christmas; star and angels gave the sign. 

 
Worship we the Godhead, Love incarnate, Love divine; 
Worship we our Jesus, but where-with for sacred sign? 

 
Love shall be our token; love be yours and love be mine; 
Love to God and all men, love for plea and gift and sign. 

 
Opportunities to Fill the Night with Music and Light – The Call to Give 
 
Christmas Offering 

You are invited to participate in a Thank Offering to benefit the mission and ministries of St. Paul’s. Click the 
DONATE button on the streaming page of our website or mail your offering to the church  

(402 North Aurora St., Ithaca, NY 14850). 
 
The Doxology 
 

A Celebration of Holy Communion 
Invitation to the Table Pastors Teressa Sivers & Debbie Allen 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 

Our God, Song of the Ages, be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

And so, 
 with your people on earth 
 and all the company of heaven 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
Response from The Faith We Sing 



 

 
 
 
And so, 

 in remembrance of your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
 we offer ourselves as a holy and living sacrifice, 
 in union with Christ’s offering for us, 
 as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Response from The Faith We Sing 



 
 

Through your Song Jesus Christ 
 with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, 
 all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
Sung Amen from The Faith We Sing 

 
 



The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 
Communion Music  “Who Would Imagine A King”   Alexa Allmann 

By Whitney Houston, arr. Rosemary Allmann 
 
Prayer After Communion 
 
Witness to the Light 
 
Carol #239 “Silent Night” 

 
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright. 

Round yon Virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar. 

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born! 

 
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light; 

radiant beams from Thy holy face 
with the dawn of redeeming grace. 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born! 

 
Handbell Benediction                                 “Silent Night”                          St. Paul’s Festival Chimes 
 
Benediction 
 
Closing Hymn #246                                  “Joy to the World” 
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare him room,  
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing,  

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 



Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!  
Let all their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rock, hills, and plains  
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy,  

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace,  
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness,  
And wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love,  

And wonders, wonders of his love.  
 

Organ Postlude  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



  
  

WATCH NIGHT VIDEO 
Pastor Teressa has created a devotional video to mark the changing of the year. You are invited to 
spend time in prayer and worship as we close 2020 and enter 2021. The video will be available in 

Tuesday’s email, on our website, and on New Year’s Eve across our social media platforms. 
 

Check our Upcoming Events webpage for more! 

 
Our Staff 

Pastor Teressa Sivers / Senior Pastor / tsivers@stpaulsithaca.org   
Pastor Debbie Allen / Pastor of Loving Care Ministries / dallen@stpaulsithaca.org  
Michelle Eells / Administrative & Building Ministries Coordinator/Bookkeeper / office@stpaulsithaca.org  
Anne Horst / Hospitality and Connections Ministries Coordinator / ahorst@stpaulsithaca.org  
Kayla Eells / Interim Children’s Ministries Coordinator / keells@stpaulsithaca.org  
Alexa Allmann / Youth Ministries and Communications Support Coordinator / ajallmann@stpaulsithaca.org  
Emily Preston / Choral and Ensembles Director / epreston@stpaulsithaca.org  
Caleb Bates / Organist/Pianist / cbates@stpaulsithaca.org  
Jessa Dauria & Emily Plummer / Children’s Music Group Directors / childrensmusic@stpaulsithaca.org  
Dorothy Preston / Festival Chimes Director / dpreston@stpaulsithaca.org  
Sue Orzel / Custodian 
Rev. Dr. Robert J. McCune / Pastor Emeritus 

 
“St. Paul’s is a compassionate community led and transformed by the Spirit.”  

www.stpaulsithaca.org  
 
 


