
 

St. Paul’s  

United Methodist Church 

February 14, 2021 - 10:30 AM Service 

Transfiguration Sunday 

 
We welcome you, trusting that this time of worship will open our hearts to experience the Spirit’s movement 

among us. Together, we seek peace, health, and wholeness as we gather in God’s presence. 

  

Please let us know you’re here by signing in on our Virtual Friendship Pad at www.stpaulsithaca.org/streaming 

or make a comment on the Facebook Live video! 

  

Visit our Giving page at www.stpaulsithaca.org/giving to learn about how you can continue to support the 

ministries of St. Paul’s from home. 

 

Followers of the Way: Transfigured 
 

 

  

Gathering Music     Caleb Bates 

 

Welcome and Announcements                                                                                Pastor Teressa Sivers 

Please sign in using the Virtual Friendship Pad on the streaming page of our website! 

  

Time of Greeting & Call to Silent Prayer 

  

Centering Music     

                               

Introduction to Worship                                                                                                        

 

Singing Together                            “Christ, Upon the Mountain Peak”                             Hymnal, #260 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc1eRslceqP5sHtnAPLF8f4I_N15Wa0K2WpzxvE2hAYxnUfog/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://www.stpaulsithaca.org/streaming
http://www.stpaulsithaca.org/giving
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc1eRslceqP5sHtnAPLF8f4I_N15Wa0K2WpzxvE2hAYxnUfog/viewform?usp=sf_link


 
Opening Prayer  

 

First Reading                          Acts 11:1-4, 15-18 (CEB)                                Melissa Gould 

The apostles and the brothers and sisters throughout Judea heard that even the Gentiles had 
welcomed God’s word. 2 When Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized 
him. 3 They accused him, “You went into the home of the uncircumcised and ate with them!” 
4 Step-by-step, Peter explained what had happened… 



15 When I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them, just as the Spirit fell on us in the 
beginning. 16 I remembered the Lord’s words: ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If God gave them the same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, then who am I? Could I stand in God’s way?” 
18 Once the apostles and other believers heard this, they calmed down. They praised God and 
concluded, “So then God has enabled Gentiles to change their hearts and lives so that they might 
have new life.” 
 

Gospel Reading Mark 9:2-9 (CEB) 
2 Six days later Jesus took Peter, James, and John, and brought them to the top of a very high 
mountain where they were alone. He was transformed in front of them, 3 and his clothes were 
amazingly bright, brighter than if they had been bleached white. 4 Elijah and Moses appeared and 
were talking with Jesus. 5 Peter reacted to all of this by saying to Jesus, “Rabbi, it’s good that we’re 
here. Let’s make three shrines—one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He said this 
because he didn’t know how to respond, for the three of them were terrified. 
7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice spoke from the cloud, “This is my Son, whom I 
dearly love. Listen to him!” 8 Suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them 
except Jesus. 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them not to tell anyone what they had seen 
until after the Human One[a] had risen from the dead. 

  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church! 

Thanks be to God! 

  

Children’s Message                   “I Can Do Hard Things” by Gabi Garcia, Illustrated by Charity Russell 

  

Special Music                      “Cloud’s Veil” by Liam Lawton 

Chancel Choir 

 

Opening Hearts & Minds 

   

Our Values as the Community of Christ 

Striving for Beloved Community: 
St. Paul’s seeks to create a community that reflects the dream of God, wonderfully diverse and 
deeply united. We seek to create a place that welcomes a diversity of race, ethnicity, citizenship, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, age, physical and mental ability, faith background, economic 
status, appearance, marital condition, political persuasion, education and life experience. We strive 
to do so in a way that protects the most vulnerable among us. 
 
Connecting With and Through the Spirit: 
Though we are all in unique places on our lifelong spiritual journey, St. Paul’s seeks to connect us 
for mutual support, fellowship, guidance and transformation. St. Paul’s offers connection with the 
sacred through authentic worship, study, practice, nurture, and prayerful engagement with one 
another and the wider world. With the Spirit’s direction, we continually evaluate, dream, and create 
opportunities and spaces for divine revelation and relationship. 
 
Acting with Compassion: 
Jesus taught his followers in the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 25, that when they minister to the 
‘least of these’ -the hungry and thirsty, the sick and imprisoned, the naked and the stranger- they 
minister to Jesus. Following the leading of the Spirit, we at St. Paul’s strive to see Jesus Christ in 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+9%3A2-9&version=CEB#fen-CEB-24543a


each person and come together from a variety of places within the mystery of compassion to serve 
those most in need in our world, often in partnership with community agencies and groups, and 
with other faith communities. Through our beloved community and sacred connections, we open 
ourselves to the world, discerning where joy, peace and compassion are most needed. 
 
Standing Up for Justice: 
Throughout the Book of Acts, the movement of the Holy Spirit challenged the infant church to 
redefine who was included in God’s dream for the human community. The Spirit revealed to the 
early church that “God shows no partiality.” As those who follow the Spirit’s call, St. Paul’s stands 
for justice and works alongside those who are marginalized, oppressed, and silenced in our society 
and the larger world. We are constantly listening, learning, and acting to end “injustice and 
oppression in whatever forms they present themselves (United Methodist Baptismal Covenant).” 
Our Beloved Community and connections to the sacred give us the courage and endurance we 
need to “realize the arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice (Martin Luther 
King, Jr.).” 

 

Singing Together                 “Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory”                     Faith We Sing, #2102 

 



Gathered Prayer 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Call to Give                                                                 
  

Offertory     

You may participate in an online offering by clicking the DONATE button on the streaming page of our website 

or you may mail your offering (402 North Aurora St., Ithaca, NY 14850). 

 

Doxology Hymnal, #94 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

 

Singing Together                 “O Wondrous Sight! O Vision Fair”                                    Hymnal, #258  

 



Benediction 

The time has come to depart this holy place, 

to come down the mountain, as it were. 

Let us not be not afraid. 

The Spirit of the Living God goes ahead of us,  

  with us, guiding us. 

May God bless us all and keep us. 

May God’s face shine upon us and be gracious to us. 

May God look kindly upon us and give us peace. Amen. 

 

Postlude     

 

 
--------PRAYERS-------- 

For Prayer Chain Requests, confidential concerns seen only by those who participate in the Prayer Chain, 

please contact Pastor Debbie Allen, dallen@stpaulsithaca.org. 

  

Prayer Requests: A.J. Sapp; Andrea Downing Zheng; Ann Shumate (friend of Nancy Potter); Ardie Bennett; 

Carolyn Longhouse; Cindy Garver (Bob and Alice McCune's daughter); Danny Scott; Eliesha Lovell (Nancy 

and Jeff Lovell's daughter); Gina Bakota (Teresa Yatsko's sister); Jackie Warren; Karen Kaufmann; Kathleen 

Jacklin; LaVerne Snyder; Margaret, Kate and John Malarney (friends of Anne Horst); Mary Boardman; 

Matthew Boardman (Mary's son); Raymond Snyder (LaVerne’s uncle); Robert Deming (Melissa Gould's 

nephew); Ruth Lovelace; Sara Youngkin (Sara Jane Hymes's cousin); Shari Roberts-Whately (Larry Roberts’s 

sister); Sheila Hall; and Shirley Snyder (LaVerne's mother); pray for staff and residents of nursing homes that 

have suffered from outbreaks of COVID-19; pray for healing within the United Methodist Church, especially for 

those who are excluded because of sexual orientation and gender identification.    

 

Congratulations to Amie Patchen and Drew Tennant on the birth of their son, Will Patchen Tennant, on 

February 6, 2021. 

 

Our sympathies to the family and friends of Noel Desch who passed away on January 27, 2021. 

 

  

 

LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES 
Check the weekly emails and our website for details on Lenten devotionals and special services. 

 
 

JOIN OUR CONFIRMATION CLASS FOR A WALK DOWNTOWN! 
TODAY, FEBRUARY 14 AT 2:00 PM ET 

All are invited! We will start at the church and walk around the downtown area, noticing signs of 
witness. Please wear a mask. 

 

INTERFAITH COMMUNITY CELEBRATION 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18 FROM 6:00-7:30 PM 

https://stpaulsithaca.org/2021/02/10/again-again-a-lenten-refrain/


Join Zoom HERE 

The Interfaith Community of Greater Lansing and Ithaca and local Community members will gather 

around the Zoom table to celebrate the new home of our friends from Al-Huda Islamic 

Center. Members of our local Muslim community will share their news and their plans for their new 

space. Newly located in Lansing. All are welcome to join! 

If you are unable to join, please consider sending a card of welcome and friendship to: 

The Congregation of Al-Huda Islamic Center, 10 Vista Drive, Lansing, NY 14882 

 

 

UMC LAY SERVANT COURSE: ADVANCED POLITY 

MONDAYS, FEBRUARY 22 – MARCH 22 

Prerequisite: completion of Basic Polity course 

Tuition: $15, plus the cost of books (scholarships available) 

The Mountain View District Lay Servant Ministries will hold a Zoom course in Advanced Polity taught 

by Rev. Dr. Jeff McDowell, which gives participants an overview of the structure and organization of 

the United Methodist Church. Register by February 16 HERE. 

 

 

UMC JUSTICE TALKS 

FEBRUARY 24 AT 4:00 PM ET VIA ZOOM 

Join Rev. Dr. Susan Henry-Crowe, General Secretary of the General Board of Church and Society, 

for a special conversation about our United Methodist witness on Capitol Hill. Church and Society 

leaders will discuss how we are advocating for peace and justice in a changing landscape. Register 

HERE. 

 

 

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL GROUP 

THURSDAYS, FEBRUARY 25 – MARCH 25 

ZOOM, 7:00 – 8:00 PM ET 

The theme and refrain for Lent this year is Again & Again and it refers to our lament over the suffering 

and brokenness we experience in our lives and in the world again & again.  But it also points to the 

ways in which God repeatedly breaks the cycle of suffering and offers a path forward. 

During Lent 2021, you are invited to participate in a Lenten Devotional Group led by Pastor Debbie.  

Together, we will work our way through the season of Lent using art, scripture, poetry, and reflections 

found in a Lenten Devotional booklet as the basis for sharing our experience of how God is meeting 

us, time and again, along the way.  The booklet is free and will be sent or delivered to those who 

request a copy.  If you are interested, please contact Pastor Debbie at dallen@stpaulsithaca.org.  All 

are welcome! 

 

 

ALWAYS IMPROVING OUR WORSHIP CONNECTIONS 

Please share with us how your online worship streaming is working through this very short and 

important survey: CLICK HERE! 

Check our Upcoming Events webpage for more! 

 

https://lansingunited.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=80eb8e9b376ef4c05b684e7fd&id=64cd645674&e=3e041dd9de
https://files.constantcontact.com/482f4e31501/c2f486ca-ad49-4d3a-b6be-1ea24f07a58b.pdf
https://click.everyaction.com/k/24621598/271273226/1694074023?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwMi8xLzY0MDYyIiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjkxZTE0NWI2LWY5NjYtZWIxMS05ODg5LTAwMTU1ZDQzYzk5MiIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAidHNpdmVyc0BzdHBhdWxzaXRoYWNhLm9yZyINCn0%3D&hmac=6p3cvLEgeL0rKriL8sNbzz3Hb6RdZnpbsTf3EXimQh4=&emci=f17ef21b-8e65-eb11-9889-00155d43c992&emdi=91e145b6-f966-eb11-9889-00155d43c992&ceid=7456509
mailto:dallen@stpaulsithaca.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScu8bgZ3TB8SkUQoJv8TrVbVw_nzPaqqWSWzU_mPM6Vuk8--Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://stpaulsithaca.org/upcoming-events/


For Reflection: 
  

As we enter into the season of Lent this week, let this poetic blessing by Rev. Jan Richardson be our 

meditation this week. 

When Glory 

A Blessing for Transfiguration Sunday 

That when glory comes 

we will open our eyes 

to see it. 

That when glory shows up, 

we will let ourselves 

be overcome 

not by fear 

but by the love 

it bears. 

That when glory shines, 

we will bring it 

back with us 

all the way, 

all the way, 

all the way down. 

Amen. 

 

Our Staff 
Pastor Teressa Sivers / Senior Pastor / tsivers@stpaulsithaca.org   

Pastor Debbie Allen / Pastor of Loving Care Ministries / dallen@stpaulsithaca.org  

Michelle Eells / Administrative & Building Ministries Coordinator/Bookkeeper / office@stpaulsithaca.org  

Anne Horst / Hospitality and Connections Ministries Coordinator / ahorst@stpaulsithaca.org  

Alexa Allmann / Youth Ministries and Communications Support Coordinator / ajallmann@stpaulsithaca.org  

Kayla Eells / Children’s Ministries Coordinator / keells@stpaulsithaca.org  

Emily Preston / Choral and Ensembles Director / epreston@stpaulsithaca.org  

Caleb Bates / Organist/Pianist / cbates@stpaulsithaca.org  

David Kingsley / Technical Director / dkingsley@stpaulsithaca.org  

Jessa Dauria & Emily Plummer / Children’s Music Group Directors / childrensmusic@stpaulsithaca.org  

Dorothy Preston / Festival Chimes Director / dpreston@stpaulsithaca.org  

Sue Orzel / Custodian 

Rev. Dr. Robert J. McCune / Pastor Emeritus 

 

“St. Paul’s is a compassionate community led and transformed by the Spirit.”  

www.stpaulsithaca.org  
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