
 

St. Paul’s  

United Methodist Church 

February 21, 2021 - 10:30 AM Service 

1st Sunday of Lent 

 
We welcome you, trusting that this time of worship will open our hearts to experience the Spirit’s movement 

among us. Together, we seek peace, health, and wholeness as we gather in God’s presence. 

  

Please let us know you’re here by signing in on our Virtual Friendship Pad at www.stpaulsithaca.org/streaming 

or make a comment on the Facebook Live video! 

  

Visit our Giving page at www.stpaulsithaca.org/giving to learn about how you can continue to support the 

ministries of St. Paul’s from home. 

 

God Meets Us 

Again & Again: A Lenten Refrain 

 A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 
 

 

  

Gathering Music     Caleb Bates 

 

Welcome and Announcements                                                                                Pastor Teressa Sivers 

Please sign in using the Virtual Friendship Pad on the streaming page of our website! 

  

Time of Greeting & Call to Silent Prayer  

“Remember When?” by Sarah Are 

God never begins letters with the words 
 “I hope this finds you well,” 
 for those words imply distance. 
 
 Instead, God begins God’s letters to you with the words, 
 “Remember when?” 
 
  Beloved Child, 
  Remember when we dipped our toes in the water? 
  Remember when we dove right in? 
  Remember when the ice cream dripped down our hands 
  and the cicadas sang their song, 
  and the seasons changed, 
  and the days were long? 
  Remember when we fell in love and the world was new? 
  Remember when our heart was broken? 
  Remember the tears? 
  Remember the long nights? 
  Remember when we laughed again and the sound surprised us? 
  Remember when we marched in the street? 
  Remember when we cast our vote? 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc1eRslceqP5sHtnAPLF8f4I_N15Wa0K2WpzxvE2hAYxnUfog/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://www.stpaulsithaca.org/streaming
http://www.stpaulsithaca.org/giving
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc1eRslceqP5sHtnAPLF8f4I_N15Wa0K2WpzxvE2hAYxnUfog/viewform?usp=sf_link


  Remember when we believed in hope? 
  Remember when? 
  I do. 
 
 That’s what God’s letters say. 
 So on this day, and every day to come, 
 remember: God is meeting you. 
 If you look back, you might remember when. 

  

Centering Music     

                               

Introduction to Lent 

 

Singing Together                            “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”                             Faith We Sing, #2158 



 



Confessing Together Pastors Debbie and Teressa 

Again and again, God meets us where we are. 

 God’s love knows no bounds, which is hard for us to understand 

  and easy for us to forget. 

 Therefore, in confession we remember together that we are not alone. 

 And in a unified voice, we once again ask for God’s grace in that holy 

  reminder. 

 Family of faith, let us pray together—responsively. 

 

 God who meets us where we are— 

 There is nowhere we can go that you are not. 

 You were with Jesus at his baptism. 

 You were with him in the wilderness, 

 and even in between, you were there, 

 saying aloud, ‘This is my beloved.’ 

 

 We know that you are with us too— 

 In the good, the bad, and everything in between— 

 But so often we act like we are alone. 

 Instead of coming to you with our hurt, 

 we hold it in or cast it onto others. 

 Instead of coming to you with our joy, 

 we credit ourselves and offer you nothing. 

 

 How can we long for a deeper relationship with you 

 while living like you are nowhere to be found? 

 Forgive our self-centered ways. 

 Remind us that in every breath, in every step, you are there. 

 

 You are the God who meets us where we are. 

 Before and behind, above and below, within and around. Amen. 

 

Words of Forgiveness 

Family of faith, if you hear nothing else today, hear this: 
 God is here. God sees you. God knows you. 
 God meets you at the edge of every new beginning. 
 And God calls you beloved. 
 We are washed by the water. 
 We are called beloved. 
 Thanks be to God for a love like that. 
 

First Reading                          Genesis 9:8-17 (NRSV)                                Josephine Allen 

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “As for me, I am establishing my covenant 
with you and your descendants after you, 10 and with every living creature that is with you, the 
birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of 
the ark.[a] 11 I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+9%3A8-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-216a


waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12 God said, 
“This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature 
that is with you, for all future generations: 13 I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a 
sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 When I bring clouds over the earth and the 
bow is seen in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and 
every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all 
flesh. 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17 God said to Noah, 
“This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the 
earth.” 

 
Gospel Reading Mark 1:9-15 (NRSV) 

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and 
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, 
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
12 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13 He was in the wilderness 
forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 
believe in the good news.”  

  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church! 

Thanks be to God! 

  

Children’s Message                    

  

Special Music                       “Again & Again” 
Music by Hannah Rand. Lyrics by Lenora Rand. As recorded by The Many. 

Commissioned by “A Sanctified Art” for Lent 2021 

©2021 Plural Guild Music. CCLI Song # 7168291 

 

Opening Hearts & Minds 

   

Affirmation of Faith 

 

Sung Response “Jesus, We Are Here” Faith We Sing, #2273 

(Sing once in English, once in Shona) 

 



 



Gathered Prayer 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Call to Give                                                                 
  

Offertory     

You may participate in an online offering by clicking the DONATE button on the streaming page of our website 

or you may mail your offering (402 North Aurora St., Ithaca, NY 14850). 

 

Doxology Hymnal, #94 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

 

Singing Together              “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days”                    Hymnal, #269  

 



Benediction 

As we leave this time and space, 

May our mouths speak God’s goodness. 

May our arms hold those in need. 

May our feet walk toward justice. 

May our heart trust its worth. 

May our soul dance in God’s grace, 

and may this be our rhythm— 

again and again and again, 

until God’s promised day. 

In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love itself, 

let us go with courage, go with heart, go in peace. 

Amen. 

 

Postlude     

 

 
--------PRAYERS-------- 

For Prayer Chain Requests, confidential concerns seen only by those who participate in the Prayer Chain, 

please contact Pastor Debbie Allen, dallen@stpaulsithaca.org. 

  

Prayer Requests: A.J. Sapp; Allan Turner (Anne Horst’s father-in-law); Andrea Downing Zheng; Ann Shumate 

(friend of Nancy Potter); Ardie Bennett; Carolyn Longhouse; Cindy Garver (Bob and Alice McCune's daughter); 

Danny Scott; Eliesha Lovell (Nancy and Jeff Lovell's daughter); Gina Bakota (Teresa Yatsko's sister); Jackie 

Warren; Karen Kaufmann; Kathleen Jacklin; LaVerne Snyder; Margaret, Kate and John Malarney (friends of 

Anne Horst); Mary Boardman; Matthew Boardman (Mary's son); Raymond Snyder (LaVerne’s uncle); Robert 

Deming (Melissa Gould's nephew); Ruth Lovelace; Sara Youngkin (Sara Jane Hymes's cousin); Sheila Hall; 

and Shirley Snyder (LaVerne's mother); pray for staff and residents of nursing homes that have suffered from 

outbreaks of COVID-19; pray for healing within the United Methodist Church, especially for those who are 

excluded because of sexual orientation and gender identification. 

 

Congratulations to Amie Patchen and Drew Tennant on the birth of their son, Will Patchen Tennant, on 

February 6, 2021. 

 

  

 

LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES 
Check the weekly emails and our website for details on Lenten devotionals and special services. 

 

 

UMC JUSTICE TALKS 

FEBRUARY 24 AT 4:00 PM ET VIA ZOOM 

Join Rev. Dr. Susan Henry-Crowe, General Secretary of the General Board of Church and Society, 

for a special conversation about our United Methodist witness on Capitol Hill. Church and Society 

https://stpaulsithaca.org/2021/02/10/again-again-a-lenten-refrain/


leaders will discuss how we are advocating for peace and justice in a changing landscape. Register 

HERE. 

 

 

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL GROUP 

THURSDAYS, FEBRUARY 25 – MARCH 25 

ZOOM, 7:00 – 8:00 PM ET 

The theme and refrain for Lent this year is Again & Again and it refers to our lament over the suffering 

and brokenness we experience in our lives and in the world again & again.  But it also points to the 

ways in which God repeatedly breaks the cycle of suffering and offers a path forward. 

During Lent 2021, you are invited to participate in a Lenten Devotional Group led by Pastor Debbie.  

Together, we will work our way through the season of Lent using art, scripture, poetry, and reflections 

found in a Lenten Devotional booklet as the basis for sharing our experience of how God is meeting 

us, time and again, along the way.  The booklet is free and will be sent or delivered to those who 

request a copy.  If you are interested, please contact Pastor Debbie at dallen@stpaulsithaca.org.  All 

are welcome! 

 

 

ALWAYS IMPROVING OUR WORSHIP CONNECTIONS 

Please share with us how your online worship streaming is working through this very short and 

important survey: CLICK HERE! 

 

Check our Upcoming Events webpage for more! 

 

For Reflection: 
  

How has God come to you, time and again, in your life? 
What does it look like to live with belovedness as our essential core and essence?  

How does this change how we think, love, and act?  
What happens when we neglect or forget the belovedness in ourselves and in others? 

God meets us at the edge of things--in suffering, uncertainty, reluctance. God meets us at the edge 
and promises to stay with us, watching over us through the wilderness of our lives. Where are the 

edges in your life right now and how is God meeting you there? 
 

Our Staff 
Pastor Teressa Sivers / Senior Pastor / tsivers@stpaulsithaca.org   

Pastor Debbie Allen / Pastor of Loving Care Ministries / dallen@stpaulsithaca.org  

Michelle Eells / Administrative & Building Ministries Coordinator/Bookkeeper / office@stpaulsithaca.org  

Anne Horst / Hospitality and Connections Ministries Coordinator / ahorst@stpaulsithaca.org  

Alexa Allmann / Youth Ministries and Communications Support Coordinator / ajallmann@stpaulsithaca.org  

Kayla Eells / Children’s Ministries Coordinator / keells@stpaulsithaca.org  

Emily Preston / Choral and Ensembles Director / epreston@stpaulsithaca.org  

Caleb Bates / Organist/Pianist / cbates@stpaulsithaca.org  

David Kingsley / Technical Director / dkingsley@stpaulsithaca.org  

Jessa Dauria & Emily Plummer / Children’s Music Group Directors / childrensmusic@stpaulsithaca.org  

Dorothy Preston / Festival Chimes Director / dpreston@stpaulsithaca.org  

Sue Orzel / Custodian 
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Rev. Dr. Robert J. McCune / Pastor Emeritus 

 

“St. Paul’s is a compassionate community led and transformed by the Spirit.”  

www.stpaulsithaca.org  

 

http://www.stpaulsithaca.org/

