
 

St. Paul’s  

United Methodist Church 

February 28, 2021 - 10:30 AM Service 

2nd Sunday of Lent 

 
We welcome you, trusting that this time of worship will open our hearts to experience the Spirit’s movement 

among us. Together, we seek peace, health, and wholeness as we gather in God’s presence. 

  

Please let us know you’re here by signing in on our Virtual Friendship Pad at www.stpaulsithaca.org/streaming 

or make a comment on the Facebook Live video! 

  

Visit our Giving page at www.stpaulsithaca.org/giving to learn about how you can continue to support the 

ministries of St. Paul’s from home. 

 

We Are Called to Listen 

Again & Again: A Lenten Refrain 

 A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 
 

 

  

Gathering Music     Caleb Bates 

 

Welcome and Announcements                                                                                Pastor Teressa Sivers 

Please sign in using the Virtual Friendship Pad on the streaming page of our website! 

  

Time of Greeting & Call to Silent Prayer  

“Truth That Ricochets” by Sarah Are 

I went to a lecture once— 

 an interfaith conversation with 

  interfaith leaders. 

 Whispers bounced off the church’s 

  tile floors 

 as people shuffled into place, 

 carrying hope alongside assumptions— 

 mixed into pockets of loose change. 

 

 About halfway through the evening, 

 a young woman in a blue hijab 

  began speaking. 

 She was the youngest person on the panel, 

 seated far to the left. you might almost 

  miss her 

 if you weren’t paying attention; 

 but not here, not when she spoke. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc1eRslceqP5sHtnAPLF8f4I_N15Wa0K2WpzxvE2hAYxnUfog/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://www.stpaulsithaca.org/streaming
http://www.stpaulsithaca.org/giving
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 In quiet determination she told us of fear 

  and persecution. 

 She told us of hatred and racial slurs, 

 thrown at her people from car windows 

  like bombs. 

 It was a truth I did not know, 

 and that truth ricocheted like sunlight 

  through the cathedral windows, 

 touching almost everyone that day. 

 

 Then a man in the back, who could 

  have been me— 

 Who has been me— 

 approached the microphone and said, 

 “Your people are persecuted. You live in 

  fear. You are battered by hate. 

 If that is true, then why am I just now 

  hearing about it? 

 Why is your story not on the news? 

 Why have you not spoken up about it?” 

 

 And the air was still, partly because we held 

  our breath in anticipation, 

 and partly because the Spirit slows her 

  dance when we stand at the edge 

  of truth. 

 The woman in the blue hijab leaned into 

  the microphone 

 and whispered with a quiet strength that 

  can only come from years of practice: 

 “We are screaming.” 

 

 If there is one truth in my life 

 that unfolds again and again, 

 it is the need to listen. 

 

 For again and again, I will try, 

  with good intentions, 

 to act and walk with love. 

 But again and again, I will make mistakes. 

 Again and again, I will say the wrong thing. 

 Again and again, they will call me Peter, 

 and again and again, they will be right. 

 

 So again and again, 

 I will pray for a truth that ricochets, 

 for ears that will listen, 

 and for space to hold truth. 

 



 If people are screaming, 

 and to be clear—people ARE screaming— 

 I do not want to miss it. 

  

Centering Music     

                               

Introduction to Worship 

 

Singing Together                            “Holy Ground” (sing three times)                             Faith We Sing, #2272 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



Confessing Together Pastors Debbie and Teressa 

Often the first step to change is listening. 

 We have to listen to those we’ve hurt. 

 We have to listen to creation as she cries. 

 We have to listen to the voice of the oppressed, 

 if we ever hope to make things right. 

 

 So today as we begin our prayer of confession, 

 we will start with a moment of silence— 

 a moment to listen. 

 And then we will pray together trusting God is always listening to us, 

 and that God’s ears listen with love. 

 

 So let us confess, silently and then together… 

 Silent Confession… 

 

 Listening God, 

 Take what is closed in us and open it. 

 Take what is distracted in us and settle it. 

 Take what is hurting in us and hold it. 

 

 Take any and all parts of us that create distance from you. 

 For we are like Peter, God. 

 We argue what we don’t know. We fear what we cannot see. 

 And we almost always speak sooner than we listen. 

 

 So open us, settle us, hold us, and forgive us. 

 We long to hear you more clearly. 

 We long to know you more fully. 

 

 With hope we pray, 

 And with gratitude we confess. 

 Amen. 

 

Words of Forgiveness 

 Siblings in Christ, 
We confess with gratitude because we know that God already has heard and forgiven us. No 
matter when we have done or left undone, we are held in God’s hand. 

 Rest in this good news! 
 God invites us in. 
 God meets us where we are. 
 God hears our prayers. 
 God forgives us. 
 Thanks be to God for a love like that! 
 Amen! 
 
 



Gospel Reading Mark 8:31-38 (NRSV) David Allen 
31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 
again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. 33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, 
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For those who 
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of 
the gospel, will save it. 36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 
life? 37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38 Those who are ashamed of me and 
of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”  
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church! 

Thanks be to God! 

  

Children’s Message                    

  

Special Music                       “’Tis Midnight” William B. Tappan (1822), tune Olive’s Brow 
Jackson Robinson, vocals 

 

1. ‘Tis midnight, and on Olive’s brow 
the star is dimmed that lately shone. 

‘Tis midnight; in the garden now 
the suff'ring Savior prays alone. 

 
2. ‘Tis midnight, and from all removed, 

Immanuel wrestles ’lone with fears. 
E’en that disciple whom he loved 

heeds not his Master’s grief and tears. 
 

3. ‘Tis midnight, and for others’ guilt 
the Man of sorrows weeps in blood. 

Yet he who hath in anguish knelt 
is not forsaken by his God. 

 

Opening Hearts & Minds 

   

Affirmation of Faith 

We believe. 
 Sometimes our believe is confident, 
 like a child on a dance floor— 
 unashamed and wildly genuine. 
 
 We believe. 
 Sometimes our belief is distant, 
 flickering and calling out to us 
 like a lighthouse on the sea. 
 



 We believe. 
 Sometimes our belief shows up as passion, 
 guiding the way we vote, shop, give, live, trust, and hope. 
 
 We believe. 
 Sometimes our belief is like a shadow— 
 faith stitched to our heels, unmovable, unlosable, 
 a gift for winding journeys. 
 
 We believe. 
 Sometimes our belief exists like growing pains. 
 We step forward. We fall back. 
 But again and again, 
 Jesus invites us to listen, 
 to grow and to take another step. 
 
 So again and again, 
 we speak these truths out loud: 
 We believe…we believe… 
 Again and again, we believe. 

  
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

Sung Response “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” Faith We Sing, #2193 

(Sing twice) 

 



 



Gathered Prayer 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Call to Give                                                                 
  

The Offering     

You may participate in an online offering by clicking the DONATE button on the streaming page of our website 

or you may mail your offering (402 North Aurora St., Ithaca, NY 14850). 

 

Doxology Hymnal, #94 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

 

Singing Together               “Where He Leads Me”                        Hymnal, #338 

 



 

 



Benediction 

As we leave this time and space, 

May our mouths speak God’s goodness. 

May our arms hold those in need. 

May our feet walk toward justice. 

May our heart trust its worth. 

May our soul dance in God’s grace, 

and may this be our rhythm— 

again and again and again, 

until God’s promised day. 

In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love itself, 

let us go with courage, go with heart, go in peace. 

Amen. 

 

Postlude     

 

 
--------PRAYERS-------- 

For Prayer Chain Requests, confidential concerns seen only by those who participate in the Prayer Chain, 

please contact Pastor Debbie Allen, dallen@stpaulsithaca.org. 

  

Prayer Requests: A.J. Sapp; Allan Turner (Anne Horst’s father-in-law); Andrea Downing Zheng; Ann Shumate 

(friend of Nancy Potter); Ardie Bennett; Cindy Garver (Bob and Alice McCune's daughter); Danny Scott; 

Eliesha Lovell (Nancy and Jeff Lovell's daughter); Gina Bakota (Teresa Yatsko's sister); Jackie Warren; Karen 

Kaufmann; Kathleen Jacklin; LaVerne Snyder; Margaret, Kate and John Malarney (friends of Anne Horst); 

Mary Boardman; Matthew Boardman (Mary's son); Raymond Snyder (LaVerne’s uncle); Robert Deming 

(Melissa Gould's nephew); Sara Youngkin (Sara Jane Hymes's cousin); Sheila Hall; and Shirley Snyder 

(LaVerne's mother); pray for healing within the United Methodist Church, especially for those who are excluded 

because of sexual orientation and gender identification. 

 

Our sympathies to the family and friends of the Rev. Junius B. Dotson, the top executive of the General Board 

of Discipleship in the UMC, who passed away on February 24 after a brief illness. 

 

  

 

LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES 
Check the weekly emails and our website for details on Lenten devotionals and special services. 

 

 

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL GROUP 

THURSDAYS, FEBRUARY 25 – MARCH 25 

ZOOM, 7:00 – 8:00 PM ET 

The theme and refrain for Lent this year is Again & Again and it refers to our lament over the suffering 

and brokenness we experience in our lives and in the world again & again.  But it also points to the 

ways in which God repeatedly breaks the cycle of suffering and offers a path forward. 

https://stpaulsithaca.org/2021/02/10/again-again-a-lenten-refrain/


During Lent 2021, you are invited to participate in a Lenten Devotional Group led by Pastor Debbie.  

Together, we will work our way through the season of Lent using art, scripture, poetry, and reflections 

found in a Lenten Devotional booklet as the basis for sharing our experience of how God is meeting 

us, time and again, along the way.  The booklet is free and will be sent or delivered to those who 

request a copy.  If you are interested, please contact Pastor Debbie at dallen@stpaulsithaca.org.  All 

are welcome! 

 

 

ALWAYS IMPROVING OUR WORSHIP CONNECTIONS 

Please share with us how your online worship streaming is working through this very short and 

important survey: CLICK HERE! 

 

Check our Upcoming Events webpage for more! 

 

For Reflection: 
  

Jesus speaks hard truths to Peter, that Messiah-ship and God's way can be difficult for they often 

seem contrary to the 'norm.' Instead of "getting back to normal," what vision might we embrace for the 

future? How might we examine deeply what it means to 'be church' and evaluate what churchy 

practices need restructuring, and which might need to be laid to rest, as we move forward toward 

God's dream? Who is God calling us to be and do as vaccinations continue and we consider the post-

Covid world?

 

Our Staff 
Pastor Teressa Sivers / Senior Pastor / tsivers@stpaulsithaca.org   

Pastor Debbie Allen / Pastor of Loving Care Ministries / dallen@stpaulsithaca.org  

Michelle Eells / Administrative & Building Ministries Coordinator/Bookkeeper / office@stpaulsithaca.org  

Anne Horst / Hospitality and Connections Ministries Coordinator / ahorst@stpaulsithaca.org  

Alexa Allmann / Youth Ministries and Communications Support Coordinator / ajallmann@stpaulsithaca.org  

Kayla Eells / Children’s Ministries Coordinator / keells@stpaulsithaca.org  

Emily Preston / Choral and Ensembles Director / epreston@stpaulsithaca.org  

Caleb Bates / Organist/Pianist / cbates@stpaulsithaca.org  

David Kingsley / Technical Director / dkingsley@stpaulsithaca.org  

Jessa Dauria & Emily Plummer / Children’s Music Group Directors / childrensmusic@stpaulsithaca.org  

Dorothy Preston / Festival Chimes Director / dpreston@stpaulsithaca.org  

Sue Orzel / Custodian 

Rev. Dr. Robert J. McCune / Pastor Emeritus 

 

“St. Paul’s is a compassionate community led and transformed by the Spirit.”  

www.stpaulsithaca.org  
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