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Poem  “Remember When?” by Sarah Are 
  

God never begins letters with the words 
 “I hope this finds you well,” 
 for those words imply distance. 
 
 Instead, God begins God’s letters to you with the words, 
 “Remember when?” 
 
  Beloved Child, 
  Remember when we dipped our toes in the water? 
  Remember when we dove right in? 
  Remember when the ice cream dripped down our hands 
  and the cicadas sang their song, 
  and the seasons changed, 
  and the days were long? 
  Remember when we fell in love and the world was new? 
  Remember when our heart was broken? 
  Remember the tears? 
  Remember the long nights? 
  Remember when we laughed again and the sound surprised us? 
  Remember when we marched in the street? 
  Remember when we cast our vote? 
  Remember when we believed in hope? 
  Remember when? 
  I do. 
 
 That’s what God’s letters say. 
 So on this day, and every day to come, 
 remember: God is meeting you. 
 If you look back, you might remember when. 
 
Call to Worship 
 God meets us in the night— 

Before the sun rises, 
Before the wounds heal, 
Before there are answers, 
Before there is closure. 

 God meets us in the light— 
Where joy is effervescent, 
Where laughter is contagious, 
Where flowers bloom from cracks in the sidewalk, 
And where people gather around the table. 

 God meets us at the threshold— 
At the edge of the water, 



At the beginning of the wilderness, 
At the start of something new, 
On the edge of faith. 
And if God meets us in all those places, 
Then surely God meets us in between— 

 Staying with us through the wilderness. 
 We are not alone. God is all around. 
 Let us worship the God of the here and now. 

 
Confessing Together        
 Again and again, God meets us where we are. 
 God’s love knows no bounds, which is hard for us to understand 
  and easy for us to forget. 
 Therefore, in confession we remember together that we are not alone. 
 And in a unified voice, we once again ask for God’s grace in that holy 
  reminder. 
 Family of faith, let us pray together—responsively. 
 
 God who meets us where we are— 
 There is nowhere we can go that you are not. 
 You were with Jesus at his baptism. 
 You were with him in the wilderness, 
 and even in between, you were there, 
 saying aloud, ‘This is my beloved.’ 
 
 We know that you are with us too— 
 In the good, the bad, and everything in between— 
 But so often we act like we are alone. 
 Instead of coming to you with our hurt, 
 we hold it in or cast it onto others. 
 Instead of coming to you with our joy, 
 we credit ourselves and offer you nothing. 
 
 How can we long for a deeper relationship with you 
 while living like you are nowhere to be found? 
 Forgive our self-centered ways. 
 Remind us that in every breath, in every step, you are there. 
 
 You are the God who meets us where we are. 
 Before and behind, above and below, within and around. Amen. 
 
Words of Forgiveness       
 Family of faith, if you hear nothing else today, hear this: 
 God is here. God sees you. God knows you. 
 God meets you at the edge of every new beginning. 
 And God calls you beloved. 
 We are washed by the water. 
 We are called beloved. 
 Thanks be to God for a love like that. 
 
 
 



Prayer for Illumination        
 Holy God, 
 If I am honest, faith often feels like water in my hands. 
 No matter how hard I try to hold onto it,  

some of it always slips through— 
 Like droplets of truth running down my wrists, back toward my heart. 
 This human inability to hold onto you leaves me thirst for more. 
 
 So as we prepare to read scripture, 
 I pray that once again, you would meet us here. 
 
 Meet us in our hope and our heartache. 
 Meet us in our fear and our joy. 
 Meet us in our cupped hands and clenched fists. 
 
 And even if the water keeps running, 
 and we do not have a sky-parting moment of clarity, 
 or a tangible sense that you are near; 
 even if we do not hear the words, ‘This is my beloved,’ 
 ringing in our ears, 
 we will trust that you are near, 
 always and forever meeting us here, 
 running toward our hearts. 
 Gratefully we pray, 
 Amen. 
 
First Reading   Genesis 9:8-17 (NRSV)   

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “As for me, I am establishing my covenant 
with you and your descendants after you, 10 and with every living creature that is with you, the 
birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the 
ark.[a] 11 I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the 
waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12 God said, “This 
is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is 
with you, for all future generations: 13 I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of 
the covenant between me and the earth. 14 When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is 
seen in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living 
creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all 
flesh. 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17 God said to Noah, 
“This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the 
earth.” 
 

Gospel Reading  Mark 1:9-15 (NRSV)   
9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and 
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, 
the Beloved;[a] with you I am well pleased.” 
12 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13 He was in the wilderness 
forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news[b] of 
God,[c] 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;[d] repent, 
and believe in the good news.”[e] 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+9%3A8-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-216a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A9-15&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24224a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A9-15&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24227b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A9-15&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24227c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A9-15&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24228d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A9-15&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24228e


 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

Thanks be to God! 
 
Affirmation of Faith          
 
 We believe in a God who is everywhere and right here, 
 bigger than the sky and in the smallest details, 
 All at once and in every moment. 
 
 We believe that God meets us where we are— 
 in heartbreak and high hopes, 
 around crowded tables and in quiet homes, 
 in joy and in suffering, 
 in loneliness and in connection, 
 in sanctuaries and in living rooms, 
 in marches and in waiting rooms. 
 
 We believe that nothing we do or leave undone 
 can distance us from God’s love. 
 God is forever drawing us close and pulling us in. 
 Again and again, God meets us where we are 
 and invites us into wholeness. 
 Thanks be to God for a love like that.  
 Amen. 
 
Benediction 

As we leave this time and space, 
May our mouths speak God’s goodness. 
May our arms hold those in need. 
May our feet walk toward justice. 
May our heart trust its worth. 
May our soul dance in God’s grace, 
and may this be our rhythm— 
again and again and again, 
until God’s promised day. 
In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love itself, 
let us go with courage, go with heart, go in peace. 
Amen. 
 


