
 

St. Paul’s  
United Methodist Church 
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Easter Sunday 

 
We welcome you, trusting that this time of worship will open our hearts to experience the Spirit’s movement among us. 

Together, we seek peace, health, and wholeness as we gather in God’s presence. 
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WELCOME  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

This day is like every other day. 
Alarm clocks beeped. Covers were 
removed. 
Coffee was brewed. Weary bodies came to 
life. 
And yet this day, is like no other day— 
For the sun rose, and we knew it was a 
miracle. 
The tomb was empty, and they knew it 
was love. 
So again and again we say— 
The longest night is over. 
Death has lost its sting. 
Jesus is among us. 
Alleluia! Amen. 
Again and again and again— 
Alleluia! Amen. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND WORDS OF 
FORGIVENESS 

Beloved Community, before God and before 
you, my family, I confess: 
I have seen the sun rise and withheld my 
praise. 
I have seen my neighbor suffer and withheld 
my aid. 
I have seen love extended and chosen to 
walk away. 
I have seen divisions deepen and managed 
to remain unfazed. 
We hear you. We see you. You are 
forgiven. 
God’s love is like the sun. 

No matter how lost we are in the night, 
Day after day, the light will find you. 
Rest easy. You are held in God’s warmth. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
Now we must pray. 
Beloved friend, before God and before 
each other, we confess: 
We have seen the sun rise and withheld 
our praise. 
We have seen our neighbors suffer and 
have withheld our aid. 
We have seen love extended and chosen 
to walk away. 
We have seen divisions deepen and 
managed to remain unfazed. 
I hear you. I see you. You are forgiven. 
God’s love is like the sun. 
No matter how lost we are in the night, 
Day after day, the light will find you. 
Rest easy. You are held in God’s warmth. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, amen. 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
FIRST READING: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Now I would remind you, brothers and 
sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to 
you, which you in turn received, in which also 
you stand, 2 through which also you are being 
saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I 
proclaimed to you—unless you have come to 
believe in vain. 3 For I handed on to you as of 
first importance what I in turn had received: 
that Christ died for our sins in accordance 
with the scriptures, 4 and that he was buried, 
and that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the scriptures, 5 and that he 
appeared to Cephas, then to the 



twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five 
hundred brothers and sisters at one time, 
most of whom are still alive, though some 
have died.[d] 7 Then he appeared to James, 
then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one 
untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I 
am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called 
an apostle, because I persecuted the church 
of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I 
am, and his grace toward me has not been in 
vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than 
any of them—though it was not I, but the 
grace of God that is with me. 11 Whether then 
it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you 
have come to believe. 

 
GOSPEL READING: Mark 16:1-8 

When the sabbath was over, Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome bought spices, so that they might 
go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the 
first day of the week, when the sun had risen, 
they went to the tomb. 3 They had been 
saying to one another, “Who will roll away the 
stone for us from the entrance to the 
tomb?” 4 When they looked up, they saw that 
the stone, which was very large, had already 
been rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, 
they saw a young man, dressed in a white 
robe, sitting on the right side; and they were 
alarmed. 6 But he said to them, “Do not be 
alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been 
raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place 
they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and 
Peter that he is going ahead of you to 
Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told 
you.” 8 So they went out and fled from the 
tomb, for terror and amazement had seized 
them; and they said nothing to anyone, for 
they were afraid. 

 

Meditation 
 
Affirmation of Faith 

We know the fear of the upper room. 
We know the feeling of hard days and 
long nights. 
We know the grief of the tomb, 
And the particular ache of saying 
goodbye. 
We know the pain of Good Friday, 
And we know the darkness before 
dawn. 
And still, 
And still, 
We believe. 
We believe that again and again, 
The sun will rise. 
Again and again, 
God will draw near. 
Again and again, 
We will march toward justice. 
Again and again, 
The tomb will be empty. 
Again and again, 
Love will win. 
Again and again, 
God will lead the church. 
Again and again, 
And again and again, 
We will be loved. 
The journey will not be perfect. 
We will need to rise before dawn. 
We will need angels along the way. 
But again and again, 
The sun will rise. 
We believe. Amen. 

 
Benediction 

Christ the Lord is risen today! 
 Christ is risen indeed!  
 Alleluia! Amen!

 
 

Service led by Pastors Teressa Sivers and Debbie Allen. 
St. Paul’s is a compassionate community led and transformed by the Spirit. 
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