
New Worship Series: The Prayer of Jesus 
July 11-August 8 

Each week during this series, we will explore "The Lord’s Prayer” based on Matthew 6:9-15 and Luke 11:2-4. 
We will discover the common ground we appreciate in the prayer that Jesus taught to followers, and which we 
recite so often in worship. Throughout the series we will use different versions of The Lord’s Prayer. Check the 

website for weekly guides, scripture passages, and a downloadable brochure of writing prompts.  
 

Updated Safety Protocols: 
*Two seating options: Safely Distanced, for those needing more space such as unvaccinated and family; and 

Sit Where You Like, for those no longer requiring distancing such as fully vaccinated. There are no 
restrictions on exiting the sanctuary. 

 

*Fully vaccinated people are not required to wear masks in the building, but may wear them if they wish. 
*Fully vaccinated people may sing hymns softly without masks (not at full voice just yet). 

 

*Unvaccinated people must continue to wear masks in the building and socially distance. They may sing softly 
with masks. 

 

*Fellowship Time on the Playground! Before and after the service, enjoy our newly beautified playground for 
chatting with members and visitors. Unvaccinated need to wear masks, unless sipping. 

 

Thank you for keeping one another safe & for loving your neighbor! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Hours for the Church Office  
are 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Sunday-Thursday. If you need to visit the church in person during the week, please 

call ahead: 607-273-5971.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Staff 
Rev. Rebekah (Pastor Beckie) Sweet / Senior Pastor / pastor@stpaulsithaca.org  

Maude Rith / Church Administrative Assistant / office@stpaulsithaca.org 

Michelle Eells / Business & Building Ministries Coordinator / business@stpaulsithaca.org 

Anne Horst / Hospitality and Connections Ministries Coordinator / ahorst@stpaulsithaca.org  

Alexa Allmann / Youth Ministries and Communications Support Coordinator / ajallmann@stpaulsithaca.org  

Kayla Eells / Children’s Ministries Coordinator / keells@stpaulsithaca.org  

Emily Preston / Choral and Ensembles Director / epreston@stpaulsithaca.org  

Caleb Bates / Organist/Pianist / cbates@stpaulsithaca.org  

David Kingsley / Technical Director / dkingsley@stpaulsithaca.org  

Jessa Dauria & Emily Plummer / Children’s Music Group Directors / childrensmusic@stpaulsithaca.org  

Dorothy Preston / Festival Chimes Director / dpreston@stpaulsithaca.org  

Sue Orzel / Custodian 

Rev. Dr. Robert J. McCune / Pastor Emeritus 

“St. Paul’s is a compassionate community led and transformed by the Spirit.” 
 

For Your Reflection 
 

We pray so often: “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”  What is it like in 
heaven?  Scriptures tell us a lot about salvation, and God's desire for us to live eternally with God in 
heaven.  But scriptures tell us little about heaven itself.  What did Jesus' teach the disciples about God's 
kingdom and God's will?  There is our glimpse of heaven.  Jesus' teachings and parables describe God's 
kingdom in many ways.  Find a parable this week that you can endeavor to integrate into your life.  What do 
you learn about heaven from that effort? 
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St. Paul’s 

United Methodist Church 
July 18, 2021 - 10:30 AM Service 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
We welcome you, trusting that this time of worship will open our hearts to experience the Spirit’s 

movement among us. Together, we seek peace, health, and wholeness as we gather in God’s presence. 
  

*Indicates a standing portion of the service. Please stand as you are able. 

 
The Prayer of Jesus 

“On Earth As It Is In Heaven” 
 

  

Gathering as The Beloved Community 
Gathering Music     Caleb Bates 
 
Welcome & Announcements                                                                                         Pastor Beckie Sweet 

 

*Sharing Love and Peace with All     
 

Centering Music                Caleb Bates 

 
*Call to Worship   
 

You awaken the sun, O God, to guide us into the new day: 
Your name, O God, like your praise, sings in every person. 

You speak your Word, O God, to guide us into your reign: 
Your hope, O God, like your joy, echoes in every soul. 

You guide us to those who are looking for you: 
Your love, O God, like your name, fills the emptiness of every heart. 

 
*Singing Together          “Marching to Zion”  #733 
 
Opening Prayer  
 

Living God, help us so to hear your holy Word that we may truly understand; that, 
understanding, we may believe, and, believing, we may follow in all faithfulness and 
obedience, seeking your honor and glory in all that we do; through Christ our Savior. 
Amen 

 

Encountering God Through the Word 
 

Scripture Readings   Matthew 6:9-15 (The Message)             Denise Beeners 
 

“With a God like this loving you, you can pray very simply.  Like this: 
Our Father in heaven, reveal who you are. 
Set the world right; do what’s best—as above, so below. 
Keep us alive with three square meals. 



Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others. 
Keep us safe from ourselves and the Devil. 
You’re in charge!  
You can do anything you want! 
You’re ablaze in beauty!  Yes. Yes. Yes. 
 “In prayer there is a connection between what God does and what you do.  You can’t get 
forgiveness from God, for instance, without also forgiving others.  If you refuse to do your part, you 
cut yourself off from God’s part.” 
 

Matthew 16:13-20 (NRSV) 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, 
and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I 
am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah,[a] the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus 
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to 
you, but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 
and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the 
Messiah. 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church! 
Thanks be to God. 

 
A Message for All God’s Children (Children’s Time)        Pastor Beckie Sweet 

 
Special Music            “God Will Open a Door”   Chancel Choir

     

Message        “On Earth As It Is In Heaven”        Pastor Beckie Sweet 
 

Responding with Joy and Generosity 
 
*Hymn of Response                         “Kum Ba Yah”(vs. 1-3, 5)                                        # 494 

 
Prayers of the People                                                                                                      Karen Kaufmann 

 
The Lord’s Prayer                   (from the New Zealand Book of Prayer)                           Karen Kaufmann 

 
Eternal Spirit, Earth Maker, Pain-Bearer, Life-Giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope  
and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+16%3A13-20&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23689a


Offering our Gifts to God 
 
Offertory 
 
*Doxology   “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”         #94 
 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
 

Saving Christ, thank you for the creation of all things that are in heaven and that are on 
earth, visible and invisible. You taught us not to store up treasures here on earth, where 
moths eat them and rust destroys them, but to store up treasures in heaven. Guard our 
hearts that, in bringing our offerings to you now, we may store up treasure in your 
eternal realm. May your peace, which surpasses all understanding, guard our hearts 
and minds in Christ Jesus. In your powerful name and compassionate Spirit we pray, 
Amen. 

 

Going Forth to Serve and to Bless 
 

*Closing Hymn      “Let There Be Peace on Earth”         #431 
 

*Dismissal with Blessing 
 
Postlude                 Caleb Bates 

 
--------PRAYERS-------- 

 

For Prayer Chain Requests, confidential concerns seen only by those who participate in the Prayer Chain, 
please contact Pastor Beckie at pastor@stpaulsithaca.org. 

  

Prayer Requests: A.J. Sapp; Ann Shumate (friend of Nancy Potter); Anya Kyong; Bob McCune; Cindy Garver 
(Bob and Alice McCune's daughter); David McElrath; Eliesha Lovell (Nancy and Jeff Lovell's daughter); Gina 
Bakota (Teresa Yatsko's sister); Jackie Warren; Kathleen Jacklin; LaVerne Snyder; Margaret, Kate and John 
Malarney (friends of Anne Horst); Mary Boardman; Matthew Boardman (Mary Boardman's son); Marilynn 
Peterson (Lynn Martin’s mother); Nelson Reppert; Randy Hausner; Raymond Snyder (LaVerne’s uncle); 
Robert Deming (Melissa Gould's nephew); and Shirley Snyder (LaVerne's mother); pray for healing within the 
United Methodist Church, especially for those who are excluded because of sexual orientation and gender 
identification. 
 

Celebration of Life: Eunice M. Tabor 
July 24 from 2:00-4:00 PM 

 

The Tabor family invites you to commemorate the life and passing of Reverend Eunice M. Tabor. The service 
will take place at St. Paul’s and will be available by livestream on our website 

 

Mindful Yoga at St. Paul's with Erica Shockley  

Join our yoga community to connect with our spiritual gifts of strength, power and flexibility.  Erica Shockley 

will lead us in a one-hour class 4:00-5:00 pm on Wednesdays July 21st and July 28th. 

To register email Anne Horst, ahorst@stpaulsithaca.org, or Erica Shockley, eshockley10@gmail.com  
 

Getting to Know You 
You are invited to sign-up for a small group Meet & Greet gathering with Pastor Beckie in the Durham Room 

(or outside, if the weather cooperates). Reservations are required, as groups will be kept to a maximum of 
eight persons. During the gathering you will be asked about St Paul’s and you.  

 

And, you will have an opportunity to ask questions of Pastor Beckie as well.  Let's get acquainted and explore 
where God is leading us together! Gatherings will last no longer than 90 minutes. 
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