
 

 

St. Paul’s  

United Methodist Church 
July 4, 2021 - 10:30 AM Service 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
We welcome you, trusting that this time of worship will open our hearts to experience the Spirit’s movement among us. 

Together, we seek peace, health, and wholeness as we gather in God’s presence. 
  

Please let us know you’re here by signing in on our Virtual Friendship Pad at www.stpaulsithaca.org/streaming or make 

a comment on the Facebook Live video! 
 

Visit our Giving page at www.stpaulsithaca.org/giving to learn about how you can continue to support the ministries of 

St. Paul’s from home. 
 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-728210.  

Movie and video permission with CVLI License #504298777. 
 

* Indicates a standing portion of the service. Please stand as you are able. 

 

New Beginnings 

“Children, Go Where I Send Thee”  

 

  

Gathering as The Beloved Community 
Gathering Music     Caleb Bates 
 
Celebration of the Appointment of Our Pastor Steve Beyers 
      . . . 
Siblings in Christ, as a people committed to participate in the ministries of the church by our prayers, 

our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, will you celebrate this new beginning and 

support and uphold Pastor Beckie in these ministries? 

We affirm our commitment to support your leadership in Christ’s church with our prayers, 

presence, gifts, service, and witness. 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger. 

Who announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation. 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, strengthen and sustain us in our ministries together, with Rev. Rebekah Sweet as 
our pastor.  Give her and us patience, courage, wisdom so to care for one another and challenge 
one another that together we may follow Jesus Christ, living together in love, and offering our 
gifts and talents in your service.  In the love and compassion of Christ we pray.  Amen. 
 
Welcome & Announcements                                                                                         Pastor Beckie Sweet 

Please sign in using the Virtual Friendship Pad on the streaming page of our website! 
For our Prayers of the People after the sermon, we are doing a very different kind of prayer. You are invited to 

have a blank piece of paper and some crayons, colored pencils, or markers ready. 

 
*Sharing Love and Peace with All     

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc1eRslceqP5sHtnAPLF8f4I_N15Wa0K2WpzxvE2hAYxnUfog/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://www.stpaulsithaca.org/streaming
http://www.stpaulsithaca.org/giving
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc1eRslceqP5sHtnAPLF8f4I_N15Wa0K2WpzxvE2hAYxnUfog/viewform?usp=sf_link


 
*Singing Together  “This is a Day of New Beginnings (vs 1, 2, 5)”  #383 

 

   
Encountering God Through the Word 

Scripture Reading Genesis 24 (selected verses) AJ Bachman 

 



From Eugene Peterson’s expression of the scripture, titled The Message, we hear a small portion of 
the story of Rebekah’s journey to a new land and a new family.  These selected verses of the story 
come from the 24th chapter of Genesis.  Prior to the beginning of today’s reading, Abraham, who had 
followed God’s lead to live in a foreign land, decided that before he died, he needed to find a wife for 
his son, Isaac, from among his own kin.  Abraham equips a servant with provisions and gifts, and 
sends him off to the city of Nahor.  On the outskirts of the city, the servant stops at a spring to water 
the camels, and prays to God for things to go smoothly. 
 When the words of that prayer were barely out of the servant’s mouth, Rebekah arrives to 
draw water at the spring.  She generously draws water for the man and all of the camels, after which, 
the servant presents Rebekah with the gifts, in hopes that she will agree to be Isaac’s wife.  This 
account begins with the servant explaining to Rebekah’s family why he has come to Nahor. 
 The servant said, “I am the servant of Abraham.  God has blessed my master -- he’s a great 
man; God has given him sheep and cattle, silver and gold, servants and maidservants, camels and 
donkeys.  And then to top it off, Sarah, my master’s wife, gave him a son in her old age and he has 
passed everything on to his son.  My master made me a promise, ‘Don’t get a wife for my son from 
the daughters of the Canaanites in whose land I live.  No, go to my father’s home, back to my family, 
and get a wife for my son there.’  I said to my master, ‘But what if the woman won’t come with me?’  
He said, ‘God, before whom I’ve walked faithfully, will send an angel with you and the angel will make 
things work out so that you’ll bring back a wife for my son from my family, from the house of my 
father.  . . .  
 The servant goes on to recount the story of his arrival at the spring and God’s answer to prayer 
by sending Rebekah.  He also reports that he asked of Rebekah’s family line, and when, upon 
learning that Rebekah was a member of Abraham’s extended family, asks if she will become Isaac’s 
wife.  After hearing the story, Rebekah’s family wants to hear of her decision directly. 
 They called Rebekah and asked her, “Do you want to go with this man?”  She said, “I am 
ready to go.”  So they sent them off, their sister Rebekah with her nurse, and Abraham’s servant with 
his men.  And they blessed Rebekah saying, “You’re our sister -- live bountifully!  And your children, 
triumphantly!” 
 Rebekah and her young maids mounted the camels and followed the man.  The servant took 
Rebekah and set off for home. 
 

Reading from the New Covenant ~ Matthew 11:28-30 

One of Jesus’ most familiar promises to us is found in Matthew’s 11th chapter, in verses 28-30. 
 
 [Jesus said,] “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble of heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
 [Jesus said,] “Are you tired?  Worn out?  Come to me.  Get away with me and you’ll recover 
your life.  I’ll show you how to take a real rest.  Walk with me and work with me -- watch how I do it.  
Learn the unforced rhythms of grace.  I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you.  Keep company 
with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.” 

 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
A Message for All God’s Children           Pastor Beckie Sweet 

 
Special Music    “Praise to the Lord Almighty” Festival Chimes 

 

Message    “Children, Go Where I Send Thee”       Pastor Beckie Sweet 

 
Responding with Joy and Generosity 



 
Offering our Gifts to God 
 
Offertory 
 
*Hymn of Response               “Time Now to Gather” Faith We Sing, #2265 

 

 
 

 
Sacrament of Holy Communion                                                                                                   
The Spirit of God be with you all. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts; 
We lift them to God. 
Give thanks to our gracious Creator! 
All our thanks, all our praise! 

. . . 
 

Saints pull us into your presence.  And this is our song: 
 

Holy, holy, holy God, our life, our mercy, our might. 



Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is the One who comes in your name. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

. . . 
And so we cry, Mercy:   Mercy! 
And so we cry, Glory:   Glory! 
And so we cry, Blessing:   Blessing! 

. . . 
 
And so we cry, Come, Holy Spirit:   Come, Holy Spirit! 
And so the church shouts, Come, Holy Spirit:   Come, Holy Spirit! 
And so the earth pleads, Come, Holy Spirit:   Come, Holy Spirit! 

. . . 
And so we cry, Amen:   Amen! 
 
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                             
 
Invitation to Communion/Sharing the Bread & Cup 
 
Prayer After Communion 
 

Going Forth to Serve and to Bless 
*Closing Hymn   “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” #664 

 
  

 



  



 
*Dismissal with Blessing 
 
Postlude                 Caleb Bates 

 
--------PRAYERS-------- 

For Prayer Chain Requests, confidential concerns seen only by those who participate in the Prayer 
Chain, please contact Pastor Beckie Sweet (pastor@stpaulsithaca.org). 

  
Prayer Requests: A.J. Sapp; Ann Shumate (friend of Nancy Potter); Bob McCune; Cindy Garver (Bob and 
Alice McCune's daughter); Danny Scott; Eliesha Lovell (Nancy and Jeff Lovell's daughter); Gina Bakota 
(Teresa Yatsko's sister); Jackie Warren; Kathleen Jacklin; LaVerne Snyder; Margaret, Kate and John Malarney 
(friends of Anne Horst); Mary Boardman; Matthew Boardman (Mary Boardman's son); Marilynn Peterson (Lynn 
Martin’s mother); Nelson Reppert; Rachel Kaufmann; Randy Hausner; Raymond Snyder (LaVerne’s uncle); 
Robert Deming (Melissa Gould's nephew); and Shirley Snyder (LaVerne's mother); pray for healing within the 
United Methodist Church, especially for those who are excluded because of sexual orientation and gender 
identification.  
 
Our prayers are with Jennifer Colvin and her family for the loss of Meg Alexander, Jennifer Colvin’s 
grandmother, in March. 

 
 

 

 
New Mask Protocols 

1. Masks are still required indoors, covering both nose and mouth. The CDC and DOH do still 
require churches, movie theaters and similar venues to mask indoors. Thank you for wearing 
your mask. 

2. No reservations needed! Just come! 
3. Two seating options: Socially Distanced, for those needing space such as unvaccinated and 

family, and Sit Where You Like, for those no longer requiring social distancing such as fully 
vaccinated. 

4. Singing softly! We can sing our hymns again, but softly behind our masks. Loud singing 
projects aerosols and droplets readily, but soft singing is relatively safe. 

5. Fellowship Time on the Playground! Before and after the service, enjoy our lovely playground, 
newly beautified, for visiting with members and visitors. Vaccinated are permitted to remove 
their masks but unvaccinated need to wear masks a bit longer, unless drinking. 

Thank you for keeping one another safe, for loving your neighbor! 

Zoom Coffee Hour 
Log in with the password 12345 

 
Welcome, Pastor Beckie! 

St. Paul's United Methodist Church welcomes a pastoral change. Our new pastor, Rev. Rebekah 
Sweet, started on July 1st. You may reach her through the church office or via her email 

at pastor@stpaulsithaca.org. 
 

Mindful Yoga at St. Paul's with Erica Shockley  

Join our yoga community to connect with our spiritual gifts of strength, power and flexibility.  Erica 

Shockley will lead us in a one-hour class 4:00-5:00 pm on Wednesdays July 21st and July 28th. 

mailto:pastor@stpaulsithaca.org


 

During this calm-to-moderate energy-level class we will practice a breath-centered, mindful flow. 

We will use Bible-inspired contemplation to connect to the Divine flowing in each of us, making a 

welcoming place in our hearts to be led and transformed by the Spirit. Receive more 

information, registration link and answers for questions by emailing: Anne 

Horst, ahorst@stpaulsithaca.org, or Erica Shockley, eshockley10@gmail.com or by clicking HERE. 

 

Summer Hours for the Church Office  

9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Sunday-Thursday 

If you need to visit the church in person during the week, please call ahead: 607-273-5971.  

 

Helping Our Neighbors 

As the pandemic continues, many in our community also continue to struggle. Visit our Missions 

webpage for some ways you can help!  

 

Check our Upcoming Events webpage for more! 
 

 

For Your Reflection 
 

Please meditate on the following questions, and then discuss them with another person: 
 

1.  What excites you about being called to be a participant and/or leader in this congregation during 
this time of change? 
2.  What concerns you about being called to be a participant and/or leader in this congregation during 
this time of change? 
3.  What might you have to learn in order to help the congregation emerge from COVID with the 
Spirit's power? 

 

 

Our Staff 
Rev. Rebekah (Pastor Beckie) Sweet / Senior Pastor / pastor@stpaulsithaca.org 

Maude Rith / Church Administrative Assistant / office@stpaulsithaca.org    

Michelle Eells / Business & Building Coordinator / business@stpaulsithaca.org  

Anne Horst / Hospitality & Connections Ministries Coordinator / ahorst@stpaulsithaca.org  

Alexa Allmann / Youth Ministry & Communications Support Coordinator / communications@stpaulsithaca.org  

Kayla Eells / Children’s Ministry Coordinator / keells@stpaulsithaca.org  

Emily Preston / Choral and Ensembles Director / epreston@stpaulsithaca.org  

Caleb Bates / Organist/Pianist / cbates@stpaulsithaca.org  

David Kingsley / Technical Director / dkingsley@stpaulsithaca.org  

Jessa Dauria & Emily Plummer / Children’s Music Group Directors / childrensmusic@stpaulsithaca.org  

Dorothy Preston / Festival Chimes Director / dpreston@stpaulsithaca.org  

Sue Orzel / Custodian 

Rev. Dr. Robert J. McCune / Pastor Emeritus 
 

“St. Paul’s is a compassionate community led and transformed by the Spirit.”  
www.stpaulsithaca.org  
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