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The number of weeks until my retirement is decreasing at what seems to be
an increasing rate. I have been blessed by the words of appreciation and gratitude for my ministry here at St. Paul’s. I am pleased to be turning over the
job to Teressa Sivers, in whom I have complete confidence. I trust that you
will welcome her with enthusiasm and open your hearts to her gifts as you
opened your hearts to me and the gifts I brought.
Martha and I will be moving to our new home in Fairport in mid-June. I will
be taking vacation time following the June 10 Sunday service through June
30. My official retirement begins July 1.
I am taking this opportunity to offer some reminders of some of the policies
and practices when there is a change of pastoral leadership in a congregation.
I do not presume that any of this will be an issue, but I feel that it is my obligation to clearly articulate the norms around pastoral transitions.
As of July 1, I will no longer be the Senior Pastor of St. Paul’s UMC. This
means that it will not be appropriate for me to do funerals, weddings, or pastoral care for St. Paulians. These are the events and experiences that will help
you to fully receive Pastor Teressa into this community. It will also not be
appropriate to ask for input or guidance about matters here at St. Paul’s.
The relationship between pastor and congregation in many ways resembles a
friendship. However, this relationship takes shape within a framework of responsibilities and commitments to a particular congregation. Now that my
role within that framework comes to an end, our relationship changes. Of
course, Martha and I will continue to hold you in our hearts, as we continue
to do for all the congregations of which we have been a part. We have been
encouraged and inspired over the years by the generosity and grace that have
been so freely shared with us. Thank you for being a part of that revelation of
God’s love in our lives.
It has been a great privilege to share holy time with you, being part of this
compassionate community, led and transformed by the Spirit.

Blessings,
Pastor John
Senior Pastor

Pastor John at
Annual Conference, 2014.
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May Lectionary Readings
Sermon texts are
highlighted.
May 6
Acts 10:44-48
Ps 98
1 John 5:1-6
John 15:9-17

May 20
Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21
Ps 104:24-34,35b
Rom 8:22-27
John 15:26-27,
16:4b-15

May 13
Ascension Sunday
Acts 1:1-11
Ps 47
Eph 1:15-23
Luke 24:44-53
*Mother’s Day*

May 27
Trinity Sunday
Isa 6:1-8
Ps 29
Rom 8:12-17
John 3:1-17
*Peace with Justice
Sunday*

Final Words
Pastor John will preach two more sermons for us
at St. Paul’s. He has chosen the following readings and themes for his final words:
May 27, John 15:9-17, Trinity
June 10, Mark 3:20-35, He’s out of his mind!
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In Our Prayers
Prayer at St. Paul’s: Pr ayer is an impor tant par t of the St. Paul’s community. It is the way in which we shar e
our concerns and joys with God and with each other.
We welcome requests and expressions of gratitude as part of the Gathered Prayers that ar e spoken in wor ship. This is a public form of prayer. For prayers that are more private, you are invited to use the Prayer
Chain email group which is made up of people who commit themselves to regularly praying for each other and for
the people for whom prayers are requested. Information shared within this group is confidential.
Please contact Rev. Debbie Allen, dallen@stpaulsithaca.org, if you have prayer requests for the Gathered Prayers
or the Prayer Chain. It helps if you are specific about which of these prayer options you would like to use.
Reminder that Prayer Shawls are Available: Do you
know someone (family member, friend or colleague)
who is currently experiencing a difficult time? The Prayer-Filled Stitches Small Group has been knitting and crocheting prayer shawls, also called comfort shawls, and
have many of these lovely shawls to share. The gift of a
prayer or comfort shawl might help to lift the spirits of
those who are dealing with difficult life challenges. If
you would like to give the gift of a shawl, contact Eunice
Tabor at 607-319-0228 or by email
etabor1@twcny.rr.com. Thank you for helping us become the compassionate community God calls us to be.

“Thank You,” Local & World Missions Team!
...from the Rescue Mission, for your gifts totaling
$6,292 this past year. More than 10,000 people were
helped in some way this year, while 500 men and women who were once unemployed now have jobs because
of your support.
...from the Friendship Center, for preparing
and serving the Friendship Center lunches in
April.
♥ Prayers for Ithaca Rescue Mission are requested as
they go through staff and leadership changes. ♥

Loving Care Notes, from Debbie
As I write this message, I am at home recuperating from
the flu and pneumonia. Being sick has led me to appreciate anew our need for each other which, of course, is not
limited to sickness but extends to all areas of our lives.
Sickness, however, makes us especially conscious of our
vulnerability. We can’t function the way we usually do
and efforts to be self-sufficient are usually counterproductive. Sickness can be very isolating. Everyone else is
going about their normal lives while we are required to
step away from activity and become passive recipients of
care. The first few days of passivity sometimes come as
a welcome relief, but after a while, this change in routine
strains our patience with the slow process of healing.

receptive? The psalmist frequently cries out in weakness
and praises God for healing. In a number of passages,
our relationship with God is described as dependent upon a receptive heart and mind.

We are more familiar with giving. It feels good to help
others and it is what we are called to do as Christians. In
the Book of Acts, we read, In everything I have shown
you that by working hard we must help the weak. In this
way we remember the Lord Jesus’ words: ‘It is more
blessed to give than to receive.’ This quotation of Jesus’
words does not actually appear in the Gospels, but it fits
with other things Jesus was recorded as saying about
giving. Does the Bible have much to say about being

Debbie

As I recognize the drawbacks of my own need for selfsufficiency, I encourage you to reach out for help when
you feel ill or in need. Ask for prayers, for meals, for
comforting words. There is strength in acknowledging
our weakness and our dependence on God and on each
other.
The blessings of spring to you all,

Rev. Debbie Allen,
Loving Care Coordinator
dallen@stpaulsithaca.org
607-273-5971
Office Hours: Mondays 9:30 am - 4:00 pm
Tuesdays, 9:30 am - 4:00 pm
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From the Staff Parish Relations Committee: Honoring Pastor John
On Sunday, May 20, we will honor and celebrate Pastor John and his ministry at St.
Paul’s. Rev. Margaret Scott, John’s long-time colleague at Fairport UMC, will be our
guest preacher for the day. Members of John and Martha’s family will also worship
with us. Join us for a time of light refreshment, celebration and sharing in the Memorial Rooms immediately following the worship service. W e’ll plan to send John and
Martha into retirement with blessings and gratitude for their impact on our lives, our
congregation and our connection to the Spirit that leads and transforms us together.

Gratitude for St. Paul's, from Tim Lillard
Last month St. Paul's petition to reduce gun violence was
published in this Letter, along with a few words of wisdom
from Tim about the petition process. There was not
enough space to include all of Tim's article, so the best
part was saved for last and is printed below. –Editor

Pam Lillard's r eaction to the Pulse nightclub massacre gave me the idea of a petition, and Bill Highland gave an enthusiastic, encour aging second.
Our sentiments were echoed by many; I particularly
recall Lydia Dolch's appeal to the congregation for
something to be done. Karen Kaufmann and Pastor
John guided us towar d being pr esent and invitational but not pushy (I hope we succeeded at that!)
We invited everyone to help write it. A couple dozen
people wrote, edited, or chimed in. Children were
mentioned at the request of the late Elinor John. An
excellent critique from Kate O'Neal and David Bell
helped us rewrite the next-to-last version to make the
one we used. The County Clerk and her staff were
very helpful. We relied on reports and studies written
by many more people and made available through
libraries and websites.
When I stood up at a meeting a year later to protest
Tom Reed's treatment of our petition, and to hand
him a copy, Pam was with me, and I felt that all of St.
Paul's was with me, and that I would be ashamed to
let them down by not addressing the meeting. I am
the privileged recipient of encouragement from all of
St. Paul's house of love, for the third time. The first
was our wedding at St. Paul's, when the UMW
helped us feed our guests. The second was over the
course of years through our son Ethan's illness, with
everyone rooting for him and giving love, moral support and meals, and their great, overwhelming tribute
to him upon his death.
-Tim

Older Adult Spring Luncheon
Tuesday, May 22 - 11:30 am
We will gather at the Ramada Inn to enjoy fellowship and a meal ($14), followed by a presentation
by artist Professor Kent Goetz. Two of his installations have graced our sanctuary in the past. Please
contact Phyllis Highland, 607-280-0816, to make a
reservation if you do not receive a postcard reminder and a follow-up phone call or email.

Love one another. Trust that all will be well.
How do we do that?
A simple place to begin is to set an intention for
peace and silence in a busy world. Please join us
Wednesday mornings in the month of May from
7:00 – 8:00 am in the Meditation Loft at St. Paul’s.
Come for ten minutes, or stay an hour to sit in reflection and prayerful meditation.
The Loft is generously furnished with the props
and atmosphere supportive to peaceful practices,
including thick hand-loomed Indian rugs, chairs,
cushions, blankets, and soft lighting.
Would you like to use the space for your organization’s events, or for your own? Please contact
building@stpaulsithaca.org to ar r ange for a visit to the Loft and learn more about how to reserve
it.
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Commission on The Way Forward and the Special General Conference
—Submitted by Martha McNeil
Every four years, United Methodist delegates (equal
numbers of lay and clergy members) from around the
world meet in General Conference to oversee the denomination’s emphases, policies, and rules, which are
contained in the Book of Discipline. For more than 40
years, there has been ongoing debate at each Conference concerning the UMC’s restrictive rules pertaining to those who identify as homosexual , restricting
their access to ordained ministry and restraining clergy
from officiating at marriages of same-gender persons.
At the last General Conference in 2016, the body voted to authorize the Council of Bishops to form a “Way
Forward Commission”, composed of persons from
across the denomination with a variety of views, to
propose one or more strategies to move the denomination beyond this ongoing deadlock. The Council of
Bishops would use these proposals to make one or
more recommendations to a special General Conference session to be held in February 2019.

each covering the whole country, based on theology
and perspective on LGBTQ ministry (i.e. progressive,
contextual, traditional branches). Annual conferences
would decide which connectional conference to affiliate with; only local churches who choose a branch
other than the one chosen by their annual conference
would vote to join another conference.
The Council of Bishops appears to not be actively
considering a third model offered by the Commission,
which would retain The Book of Discipline’s language
that the “practice of homosexuality is incompatible
with Christian teaching,” and stiffen accountability
procedures to enforce conformity throughout the denomination.

Upper NY Annual Conference will r un fr om May
30 to June 2, 2018, at the ON Center in Syracuse, NY.
Reconciling Ministries folks from around the Conference will again be present to bear witness to the imThe Way Forward Commission offered three options portance of our Conference and the UMC at large becoming truly open to all. SPUMC member and chair
to the Council. The Bishops will offer one or more
of the Reconciling Ministries Team, Diana Breedlovealternatives to the special General Conference. The
Crouch, will serve as an Equalization Member to ConBishops will announce their proposals this summer.
The two Way Forward alternatives that the Council of ference. Rainbow stoles are being made by friends
from many different congregations and will be sold at
Bishops seems to be considering are these:
Conference to help support Upper New York ReconONE CHURCH MODEL
ciling Ministries’ activities.
The One Church Model gives churches the room they
need to maximize the presence of United Methodist
witness in as many places in the world as possible. The One Church Model provides a generous unity
that gives conferences, churches, and pastors the flexibility to uniquely reach their missional context in relation to human sexuality without changing the connectional nature of The United Methodist Church.

For Everyone Born, the Convocation of the Love
Your Neighbor Coalition, will be J uly 26-29, 2018,
in St. Louis, MO. It will draw hundreds of United
Methodists for community, worship, organizing, and
living out what it means to be a church where all are
welcome and celebrated. The weekend promises to be
full of inspiration, connection, and a vision of what the
church could be. In addition to great worship and fellowship, there will be two days of engaging workMULTI-BRANCH: ONE CHURCH MODEL
shops, including opportunities to hear from Commission on A Way Forward (CoWF) members about their
This model is grounded in a unified core that includes experience, and opportunities for jurisdictional teams
shared doctrine and services and one Council of Bish- to meet, and to begin planning our presence and witops, while also creating different branches that have
ness at the Special General Conference in February
clearly defined values such as accountability, contex- 2019. Registration information is available at the Rectualization and justice. The five U.S. jurisdictions
onciling Ministries Network website (rmnetwork.org)
would be replaced by three connectional conferences,
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Faith Explorers
Do you have a special gift or talent that
you might share with our k-6 graders?
Do you have knowledge in an area that
we can incorporate into our lessons?
Would you like to lead a one-time workshop in an area of your choosing? We’d love to have you visit a
Faith Explorers class! Our Sunday school program is
dynamic, flexible and the kids love learning new ideas
and having visitors. Contact Laura Dolch,
ldolch@stpaulsithaca.org

Middle School Mystery Trip!
If your child is in middle school (grades 6-8) and
would like to participate in this year’s Mystery Trip on
June 16, please contact Alexa Allmann,
ajallmann@stpaulsithaca.org, to sign up by May
20. This annual tradition is a full-day surprise fellowship experience!

Faith Discovery Group
Teachers are needed for this fun class from
May through June. Please contact Laura
Dolch, lauradolch@stpaulsithaca.org.

Childcare
Childcare hours are 9:15 am—
12:00 pm. Please make sure to sign
your kids in and out of the Nursery.

Casowasco
Camp brochures for Casowasco and the other camps
run by the United Methodist Church are available on
the table in the Narthex. Check out
http://www.casowasco.org/ for camp r egistr ation.
Please let me know if you have signed your child up
for camp. I like to be able to send them a postcard
while they are there!

Spring, Konstantin Pankov
gouache and watercolor on paper, 1940

If you wish to make a donation to be considered for
campership funds, please contact Laura Dolch.

Page 1 Image Credit: The br ight flower s in the L etter heading ar e a detail from a lar ger image in a 17 C Ethiopian manuscr ipt.
Image source: https://publicdomainreview.org/collections/17th-century-ethiopian-manuscript-the-miracles-of-the-archangel-michael/.

***Please note: Church offices are closed on Friday. ***

May, 2018 at St. Paul’s
Sunday
29

Monday
30

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Confirmation Sunday
9:15 AM Childcar e
9:30 AM Par ents' Small Gr oup - Meditation Loft
9:45 AM Childr en' s Music Gr oup-Marketplace
10:30 AM Wor ship with Confir mation
10:45 AM Faith Explor er s & Faith Discover y Gr oup
11:45 AM Coffee/Fellowship - Mem Rm
12:00 PM Ambassador Teams Meeting/Training/Fellowship-Dining Room
6
7

1:00 PM OAM
Leadership meetingDurham Rm
7:00 PM Social
Justice Prayerful
Conversation Durham Rm

1:00 PM Labyrinth
Available
7:00 PM Staff Parish
Relations CommitteeMem Rm

6:00 PM Festival Chimes
Rehearsal
7:15 PM Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

Church
Offices
Closed

8

9

10

11

9:15 AM Childcar e
9:30 AM Parents' Small Group - Meditation Loft
9:30 AM Young Adult Small Group - Durham Rm
9:45 AM Children's Music Group-Marketplace
10:30 AM Worship with New Members
10:45 AM Faith Explor er s & Faith Discover y Gr oup
11:45 AM Coffee/Fellowship - Mem Rm
12:00 PM Youth Groups (Middle and High School)
13

6:45 PM
WIM-Mem
Rm

6:00 PM Finance
Team - Mem Rm
7:15 PM Tr usteesMem Rm

1:00 PM Labyrinth
Available

7:15 PM Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

Church
Offices
Closed

14

15

16

17

18

Mother's Day
9:15 AM Childcar e
9:30 AM Parents' Small Group - Meditation Loft
9:30 AM Young Adult Small Group - Durham Rm
9:45 AM Children's Music Group-Marketplace
10:30 AM Worship
10:45 AM Faith Explor er s & Faith Discover y Gr oup
11:45 AM Coffee/Fellowship - Mem Rm
20

5:30 PM
Local &
World Missions-Mem
Rm

Newsletter Deadline 1:00 PM Labyrinth
Available
7:00 PM Church
Council-Mem Rm

6:00 PM Festival Chimes
Rehearsal
7:15 PM Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

Church 11:00 AM
Offices Festival
Closed Chimes
plant pick
up –
Din Rm

21

22

23

24

25

Pentecost
9:15 AM Childcar e
9:30 AM Parents' Small Group - Meditation Loft
9:30 AM Young Adult Small Group - Durham Rm
9:45 AM Children's Music Group-Marketplace
10:30 AM Worship with Festival Chimes and Children's Music
10:45 AM Faith Explor er s & Faith Discover y Gr oup
11:45 AM Festival Chimes plant pick up-Dining Rm
11:45 AM Pastor John's Retirement Reception - Mem
Rm
12:00 PM Youth Groups (Middle and High School)
27

6:45 PM
WIM-Mem
Rm

11:00 AM OAM
Luncheon - Ramada
Inn
2:00 PM Pr ayer
Shawl Group Durham Rm

9:00 AM Newsletter
mailing-Mem Rm
1:00 PM Labyrinth
Available

7:15 PM Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

Church
Offices
Closed

28

29

30

31

1

9:15 AM Childcar e
9:30 AM Young Adult Small Group - Durham Rm
10:30 AM Family Worship
11:45 AM Coffee/Fellowship - Mem Rm

Church Offices Closed
Mem Day

1:00 PM Labyrinth
Available

7:15 PM Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

Church
Offices
Closed

12

19

26

2
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Connections Corner: Sunday Time of Greeting
Every Sunday after announcements, we
take a few moments to greet each other.
This month, I would like to examine this
practice.
When we stop the service to greet, what do you usually
say? I have had conversations with people lately, and
find that different people bring different approaches.
Some people reach out to the circle of people around
them and say good morning, and possibly even introduce themselves to people they haven’t yet met. Others
leave their seating area, and actively search for faces
they recognize as guests, to extend a welcome and introduction. Whatever your approach might be, I invite
you to look upon this opportunity and consider three
factors:
--Think of this as a time to acknowledge the sacred
space you’re in—look at the people around you and remember that you’re all part of God’s family. Even
though we are not in the same spiritual place, we are all
on a journey. In our sanctuary, and in this community of
faith, you can find rest, support, unconditional love and
acceptance. Give that with your extended hand through
your smile and kind words as you say hello. You’ll get
it in return as well.

--Pay attention to the feedback people are giving you. If
I have a cold, I grab my elbows, and don’t shake hands.
As you approach people do they offer a hand? Arthritis,
lyme disease or any painful hand condition can make
handshakes uncomfortable.
--Feel confident doing what is right for your physical
comfort. If shaking hands hurts, hold onto something as
you greet and welcome folks. If you are ill, know that
the people around you will be grateful you have held
back from physical contact! Explaining and giving details is not necessary, just share your joy of coming together in the moment.
Snacks to Support Spirited Speaking: Please consider sharing a snack item once a month by joining one
of the four Coffee and Greeting Ambassador Teams.
Each team works to create an atmosphere of warmth
and welcome for great conversations where God's
love shines through.
Sunday May 6th, new members will be received into
the church during worship. Fellowship and goodies to follow.
—Anne Horst, Hospitality & Connections Coordinator

