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At the close of our Sunday worship service on October 29, Pam Lillard, Chair of
our Staff-Parish Relations Committee, announced to the congregation that I will
be retiring at the end of June, 2018. That will mark six years of ministry at St.
Paul’s and thirty-five years as a pastor in the United Methodist Church. It may be
worth noting that I received my Medicare card just a few weeks ago. A variety of
particular personal and professional considerations have played into my being
open to a new set of dimensions for Martha’s and my life together.
This transition brings with it a variety of emotions in me (and perhaps in you).
There is certainly a sense of sadness at the prospect of leaving Ithaca and people
we have gotten to know here. On the other hand, I am happy at the prospect of
greater flexibility and not having to work weekends. I also look forward to discovering new opportunities to do some good in the world. Just what those will be
is not clear at this point.
What is clear to me, however, is that St. Paul’s is a vibrant and strong community
of faith that has a future as faithful as its past. “The times, they are a changing,”
wrote Nobel Laureate, Bob Dylan many decades ago. St. Paul’s has the virtue of
being able to change with them, adapting to the realities of the moment from the
Reality of Eternity. To live from the confidence in the foundational Love that is
at the heart of the cosmos, frees us to meet the challenges we face and channel
divine compassion with hope.
Elsewhere in this newsletter is an article that provides some information on the
discernment process that the Bishop and the District Superintendents will undertake in working with our Staff Parish Relations Committee in the selection of
your next pastor. They take this responsibility very seriously with prayerful consideration and I trust the process. After all, it was the process that brought Martha
and me here.

Professor Kent Lynn Goetz’s
Wisdom of Heaven for the
Earth is installed in the sanctuary at St. Paul’s through
December. Read his reflections on page 9.

We will have months to continue to share together, to be led and
transformed by the Spirit together, and to appreciate our compassionate community together as we prepare for St. Paul’s next pastoral leader. I have great confidence that whoever becomes the next
Senior Pastor here, along with a gifted staff, and wise, creative,
and energetic lay leadership, will help St. Paul’s live into the fu- Pastor John
Senior Pastor
ture that awaits!

St. Paul’s is a compassionate community led and transformed by the Spirit.
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November Lectionary Readings
November 5
Josh 3:7-17
Ps 107:1-7, 33-37
1 Thess 2:9-13
Mt 23: 1-12

November 19
Judges 4 1 - 7
Ps 123 or Ps 76
1 Thess 5:1 - 11
Mt 25:14–30

November 12
Josh 24:1-3a, 14-25
Ps 78:1-7
1 Thess 4:13-18
Mt 25:1-13

November 26
Ezek 34:11-16, 2024 Ps 100
Eph 1:15-23
Mt 25:31-46
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Pastor John preached on The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins on Sunday, November 12. The parable teaches
the importance of spiritual preparation.
Charles Ricketts’ oil painting, above, presents the parable in
an eerie heath, as in Macbeth 4:1. Ricketts was a set and
costume designer (he designed a set for Macbeth), historian,
art connoisseur and collector, book illustrator and publisher,
as well as a painter. The setting, symbolism and “actors” are
rich in references to biblical, ancient and even modern cultural traditions. View the painting on-line here.
Ricketts later wrote, illustrated and published a book in
which Jesus retells the parable of the wise and foolish virgins: the foolish virgins present Jesus with gifts of flowers,
which Jesus welcomes.
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In Our Prayers
Prayer requests: pr ay that the United Methodist Chur ch will welcome all per sons without
discrimination because of their sexual orientation or gender identification.
To add Prayer Requests to the newsletter or to send items ar ound the Prayer Chain, contact Debbie Allen, dallen@stpaulsithaca.org. Please note that to add a name to the newsletter, the person in need of prayer
needs to have given his/her permission. The Prayer Chain is kept confidential and not shared with the wider
community. You may also share Gratitudes for prayer in the church bulletin.
Our sympathies to:


The family and friends of Margaret S. Potter (Nancy Potter’s mother), who passed
away on August 31.

 The family and friends of Joyce Rutherford (David Rutherford’s mother), who passed
away on September 30.
 The family and friends of Ruth (Tina Champion’s aunt), who passed away on October 10.

Loving Care Notes, from Debbie
It has been a joy to get to know you better since I began working at St. Paul’s. As I familiarize myself with
Loving Care ministries, I would like to share with you some of my thoughts about the ways in which the
church can serve you and you can serve the church. This month, I will focus on prayer.
Prayer is centr al to the life of the chur ch. It is one of the most impor tant ways in which we stay connected to God and to each other. The prayerful expression of concerns for people and situations at home and in the
world provides strength and comfort and creates bonds that build over time. Prayer takes many forms, some
use words to express need, awe, and gratitude, others cultivate an inner state of silence in which listening is the
primary attitude. Richard Rohr compares this receptive form of prayer to “striking a tuning fork” that enables
us to “resonate to the true pitch” and “receive the always-present message.” The way in which we live our daily lives can be described as prayerful when we respond to our surroundings with openness and a genuine desire to learn from and be present to each other.
At St. Paul’s, there are several ways to stay connected through prayer. Prayer requests are a part of the Gathered Prayers that are spoken in Sunday worship. Those included in these prayers are mentioned by name, without identifying the need. There is also a prayer chain which anyone may be a part of. What is shared within
this e-mail group is confidential. Those who are a part of it commit themselves to regularly praying for each
other and the people for whom prayers are requested. If you would like to make a prayer request or participate
in the prayer chain, please let me know.
My office hours at St. Paul’s are on Monday and Tuesday, but I am available on other days as needed. You
can always contact me directly at dallen@stpaulsithaca.org, schedule a time to meet and talk about your prayer
concern, or call the office with a request. I look forward to working with you as we seek to strengthen the
prayerful connections within our congregation.

Blessings always,
Debbie
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10 Languages, 13 Adult ESL Learners, 19 Children
. . . One Great Beginning
by Sara Culotta
The web of caring and commitment known as the Ithaca W elcomes Refugees
community network has birthed an amazing new program for young children and
families. In September, the sacred space that was St. Paul’s Nursery School has
become a warm and welcoming home to help build new lives here in Ithaca.
Global Roots Play School dir ector and teacher , Br onwyn Losey, daughter of Tr umansbur g United
Methodist Church Pastor, Jeff Losey, shares the good news that the program is fully enrolled. Each week a total of 19 children play, while 13 parents attend English as a second language class. She says, “With 10 different languages spoken by their families, it’s taken a little while for the kids to learn each other’s names. Now
they are making friends and starting to gel into a great group! Parents are excited to hear the youngsters, ages
2 and 3, with several even younger, begin to say words in English.”
St. Paul’s congregation has been fantastic at helping the teachers create a safe, nurturing and creative atmosphere for Global Roots. There has been an outpouring of support, from donated art supplies to volunteering for
classroom clean-up sessions. When a doorknob was totally jammed recently, Trustee Cynthia Lunine responded right away to make the repair. The feeling of friendship and hospitality grows each time a St. Paulian peeks
into the classroom and says “hello.”

With six families on the waiting list for Spring semester, Global Roots is already dreaming of expanding into
the church’s second classroom. It may be a long way off, but with community support it is possible. Grant applications and broader outreach are underway. “By getting children into care, we’re getting parents into classes
to learn English,” Bronwyn says, “and providing a transformative opportunity for a whole family.”
To contribute and learn more, visit globalrootsplayschool.org, contact Bronwyn via email at director@globalrootsplayschool.org, or join the volunteer listserv at ithacawelcomesrefugees.org to receive updates on how you can be involved. Bronwyn is currently looking for community volunteers to help organize
morning snacks for the children and their families. If this opportunity speaks to you, Bronwyn would love to
talk about the possibilities, 607-398-0467 .
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Local and World Mission


The Local and World Mission Team hosted a lunch to acknowledge the Rescue Mission staff for their
hard work and dedication during their September meeting. It was very much appreciated.



At the October Local and World Mission Team meeting, the Ithaca Rescue Mission needs and challenges
were updated by Rich Bennett, RM Director. These included the increasing numbers of persons needing assistance, staffing, and capital asset replacements. In support of our continuing St. Paul’s ministry to the mission
it was agreed to disperse funds from the Community Ministries Fund to the Rescue Mission for support of
chaplain services or other needs as the Rescue Mission deems most important.



Thanks to the Longhouse Small Group for preparing the Rescue Mission lunches in October. November
lunches will be prepared by the Local and World Missions Team. St. Paul’s has agreed to prepare the lunches
for the second Tuesday of each month. We need groups to provide the lunches in December, January and the
months following. Groups can sign up by contacting Dick Tabor, rctabor2003@yahoo.com.



All group participants and those from other community organizations who provide lunches are invited to a
Rescue Mission Volunteer Appreciation Event on Wednesday, November 1, from 4:00-6:00 pm at Coltivare
Culinary Center, 235 South Cayuga Street. At this time, St. Paulians Wes Buchanan and Rick Davis will be
recognized for their faithful volunteer assistance to the RM Food Pantry.

Kitchen Cupboard Sunday: The next Bag Sunday for Kitchen Cupboard will be November 5, 2017! Grocery bags
will be handed out at the end of service on November 5 and need to be returned to the church on
November 12 and/or November 19. A list of items needed and an envelope for cash donations will be provided. Checks for donations should be made payable to St. Paul’s United Methodist Church and labeled “Kitchen Cupboard” in the memo line. The Kitchen Cupboard uses
cash donations to buy bulk food at discounted prices. The Kitchen Cupboard is grateful for the
food and money that is donated by St. Paul’s!
We also give thanks for the volunteers at the Rescue Mission Food Pantry and those who faithfully serve the food
pantry clients:

Glenna Margaris

Shirley Jalso

Carolyn Longhouse

Barbara Wernham

Jane Zimmer

Sara Jane Hymes

Mary Lou Tenny

Wes Buchanan

Dick Tabor

Phyllis Highland

Bev Hartz

Rick Davis

Bill Patchen

Wright Kirk

Eunice Tabor

Volunteer Opportunity, Rescue Mission Food Pantry: The Rescue Mission food pantry is looking for a volunteer
to help unload and shelve the food order that comes in about twice a month from the Food Bank of the Southern
Tier. The order arrives on a Monday morning between 9:30 am and 11:45 am. If you would like to help, please contact Eunice Tabor, Pantry Manager at 607-319-0228 or 607-592-8192, or etabor1@twcny.rr.coom.
Thank you, from the Feed My Starving Children Ithaca Mobile Pack! On Sunday, October 15, approximately
sixteen St. Paulians were part of a packing crew that bagged and boxed 23,976 meals. Supplemented by a financial
gift from St. Paul’s United Methodist Women, our contributions yielded enough meals to sustain 65 children for a
year, as well as a sense of the power of cooper ation and good will to make positive change in a needy
world. Well done, St. Pauls’ packers, givers, and supportive community!
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A Note from the Music Director
Dear fellow St. Paul’s faith community members,
I want to offer an official “hello,” and thank you for the loving welcome to St. Paul's that you have offered me. I
recently moved here from Cleveland, Ohio, where I have been teaching at the Cleveland Institute of Music in the
music theory department for over twenty years. In addition, I have been an active member of the American Guild of
Organists as well as the Anglican Association of Church Musicians.
My husband, Leonard, accepted a job last October as the head piano technician at Ithaca College, and this started a
year of transitions for us. We have a daughter, Lillian, who started school at Ohio State University this fall, and a
son, William, who is presently a junior in high school.
This fall, I began teaching piano with Opus Ithaca. I also work in the music theory and secondary piano departments at Ithaca College.
I look forward to serving St. Paul's as the new music director and organist!
The choir has been actively rehearsing each Thursday evening at 7:00 pm and welcomes
anyone to join us, any time. We recently participated in the Lift Every V oice community
concert, and we are planning a Christmas caroling outing in December.
I am grateful to be part of such a supportive staff and parish. Please come introduce yourself to me when you are able.

In God's love,
Jeanette

Reconciling Ministries Team Update
Time to Celebrate--Save the Dates!
Saturday and Sunday, February 3-4, 2018, St. Paul’s will celebrate 20 years as a
Reconciling Congregation! J oining us to r ecognize our witness will be the new
Interim Executive Director of the national Reconciling Ministries Network, Jan
Lawrence. Jan will preach at Sunday morning worship, and be a key presenter at
Saturday’s event for churches in our Finger Lakes District and beyond. Keep watch
for further details!

Every Sunday, we pray that the UMC will welcome everyone of all gender identities and sexual orientations into
the life of the church, including ordained ministry and marriage. As we are led and transformed by the Spirit,
let’s remain attentive to St. Paul’s broader connection. Important efforts underway within our denomination will
affect all of us in the years to come. The UMC Commission on a Way Forward continues to work on a proposal to
address the decades-long conflict within our denomination concerning human sexuality, to be presented to the Special General Conference in February 2019. We urge you to review the Commission’s July 25th short status report,
available at the umc.org website, here: http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/news-media/press-center/
documents/COWF_July_2017_Report_Final.pdf. (Note: the wor d “final” r efer s to the final ver sion of the
status report, not to a final proposal.) The Commission will issue another status report in November.
St. Paul’s RM Team meets next on Monday, November 6, 2017, 5:30 pm in the Durham Room. Contact
Diana Breedlove-Crouch, dianalynnec@gmail.com, if you would like more information.
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Thank you, from the Village at Ithaca: “Thank you, Rev. J ohn McNeill and the congregation of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, for providing the venue for the 2017 Lift Every Voice Concert! Thank you to the many volunteers who contributed their time or talent to make this event successful. Your generosity supports the Village at
Ithaca’s efforts in so many ways allowing the Village to make a real difference in the lives of the young people and
their families in our community. We are truly grateful for you being part of our village!”
In gratitude,
The Staff and Board of Directors
of Village at Ithaca

Connections Corner
Welcome Tip of the Month: Over the Summer, I finished a training from United Methodist Communications entitled Welcoming Ministry. The whole program opened with this prayer:
Creator God, you always welcome us especially when we feel abandoned, rejected and overlooked. From
this place of experience, help us to welcome others. Empower us to open our hearts, minds and doors to the
stranger, the prisoner, the outcast and those afflicted with emotional and physical pain.
This prayer moved me, because it perfectly captured my hopes for the work of this church. Everyone who comes to
worship or considers joining our community is seeking connection and spiritual enrichment. Just coming in the
doors can be a scary first step. It probably required a huge amount of courage to go into an unknown realm, especially if the person seeking connection and spiritual enrichment was never raised in a church, recently experienced
a difficult change such as relocation, or is currently suffering from the difficulties life throws at us - loss, illness or
loneliness.
Over the next month, as you participate in worship, assume the people you see around you are seeking community,
and take an action to get to know something about them. Before the service, before leaving the sanctuary, or in the
Memorial Room, make an effort to start a conversation with someone you don’t know yet. The training suggested
the following “Circle of 10” guideline:
Greet anyone--member or guest--who comes within 10 feet of you. Make a special effort to greet the
people you don’t already know within your circle of 10.
Suggestions for conversations:





Offer a handshake, and say, “My name is ________, I don’t believe we have met?’
What is your Ithaca story?
What are you looking forward to this week?
Do you have any hobbies?

Don’t worry if you don’t remember the person’s name, or if they don’t remember yours. This is a place of grace
and forgiveness!
Be the community you seek.
Lift Every Voice Appreciation: Thank you, to all of the people who supported Village at Ithaca
by singing, attending the concert, sharing a snack for the coffee hour or helping out with one of
the many tasks that were required of St. Paul’s as hosts of the event. Approximately 250 people
attended, and the Village was extremely grateful for the money raised, the fellowship of the evening, and the new connections that were made.

Anne Horst,

Hospitality and Connections
Coordinator
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How Do Clergy Appointments Get Made?
The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church gives the responsibility for appointment-making to the
bishop and district superintendents of the Annual Conference. While appointment-making is a task that happens
year-round, the majority of appointments are made during the months of January through May, and then “fixed” at
the Session of Annual Conference.
At the foundation of the appointment-making task is clarity regarding priorities for deploying clergy leadership. As
we move through this appointment season, we have established the following priorities that guide our discussions,
discernment and decisions.
Prayer and God’s Agenda – This entire process is bathed in prayer seeking God’s desire for our life together as
brothers and sisters in Christ and the ministry of congregations in the Upper New York Annual Conference.
The Mission Field – What are the needs of the community surrounding the local congregation? How can we better
equip the local church to engage the community in ministry?
The Local Church – What is the current reality of this congregation? What strengths for ministry do they currently
demonstrate, and what are the areas of ministry that need to be developed? What kind of pastoral leadership will
assist the congregation to fruitfully and effectively live the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world in the days ahead? Who is God calling to be the next pastor?
The Pastor – What are the gifts the pastor brings? How will this pastor help this congregation continue living the
mission and move to the next level in their ministry to the community? How does this potential appointment fit
within the personal needs/desires of the pastor?
These priorities help us to stay focused on the main thing, which is the mission of the church and equipping the
church to more effectively and fruitfully live that mission. These priorities remind us that appointment-making
must be responsive – and not reactive – as the church continues to seek transformation and vitality.
While the deployment of clergy is a major part of the appointment-making process, the conversation and discernment process does not start with the needs of the pastor. The process begins with the opportunities in the mission
field; the strengths, potential and needs of the local congregation so that they can engage the mission field. It then
moves to the giftedness needed in the pastoral leader. These guiding principles and priorities cause us to move
away from a “seniority-” and “status-based” approach to appointments toward an approach that always has a goal
of focusing on “gifts” and “effectiveness.”
In the midst of the priorities and guiding principles, established by the Cabinet to accomplish the work of appointment-making, remains the consultation process that occurs among superintendents, committees on Staff-Parish Relations and pastors. The information shared through church and clergy profiles as well as on-going conversation
with the district superintendent are critical to the work that is done by the Cabinet.
As a potential appointment is discussed by the Cabinet, we begin with the understandings and needs shared through
the consultation process. A common question is: What are the gifts needed in the next pastor to assist this congregation for the future? After conversation, the Cabinet enters into a time of prayer. At the conclusion of that prayer
time, names of pastors that the Holy Spirit has brought to our minds and hearts are shared and added to a list of potential pastors for that specific congregation.

Each person is then discussed asking two primary questions – “Why would this pastor fit here?” and “Why wouldn’t this pastor work here?” Potential designations are made and then the Cabinet leaves the discussion of that congregation.
Once a designation has been made, the discernment process continues engaging the designated pastor and
Staff/Pastor-Parish Relations Committee in conversation to assure the sense of God’s call.

Finally, the Cabinet seeks to provide ongoing support for both churches and pastors when new appointments are made.

St. Paul’s Letter
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The reality is that our appointment-making process is never perfect. We acknowledge that 13 humans are
involved, and while we deeply desire to seek God’s will, there are times that we do not get it right. However, the great truth we celebrate is how often God indeed works in, through and in spite of the process, and
effective ministry and mission continue and begin among congregations and pastors. To that we say, “To
God be the Glory.”
Adapted from an article by Bishop Mark Webb. The full article can be found here:
http://www.unyumc.org/news/article/how-do-clergy-appointments-get-made.

Reflections of the Artist on the Installation for the Worship Series:
Wisdom of Heaven for Earth
By Professor Kent Goetz
The daytime sky is fascinating, eliciting a wellspring of wonder.
We know that this luminous panorama, with its parade of everchanging clouds, is infinite and intangible. Yet we often experience
the sky as our outdoor ceiling, shared with every creature on
earth. Most of us look up at the sky when we talk to God, commune
with our lost loved ones, seek wisdom or simply daydream. The
Kingdom of Heaven supposedly exists up there somewhere – a
place of peace – a coveted, eternal destiny. On the contrary, the
sky also can be an indiscriminate source of disturbance, danger
and devastation, as we’ve witnessed too often locally, nationally
and globally. We will forever remain minuscule and powerless to
the sky’s overwhelming vastness and volatility.
Kent Goetz,
For most visual artists, the sky is also a source of inspiration and
Wisdom of Heaven for Earth
challenge; how to capture and reflect the sky’s atmospheric splenart installation
dor using physical media. This past summer, I was inspired to accept that challenge by painting a 24’ w x 18’ h composition to be exhibited in St. Paul’s chancel. The piece,
based on a photograph I took during an impending storm here in Ithaca, was painted one panel at a time, from
left to right, in my modestly sized studio. Not until later in the summer, when I had access to a large enough
space to layout all 15 panels on a floor was I able to see how they worked together as a whole. While navigating amongst the panels I imagined walking within the Kingdom of Heaven, a brief, transcendental moment
I hadn’t anticipated, but found profound.
After many attempts to refine the composition, I realized my added brush stokes were becoming noticeable,
distracting from the fluidity of my original, more spontaneous brush strokes. So I decided to stop trying to
“fix” things, accept the imperfections and relish the distinctions of each panel, knowing that working so closely to the panels kept me from fully seeing the big picture. I remain hopeful that when viewed from a greater
distance, future observers will be engaged to unite the distinctions into a meaningful and evocative image.
Correction and apology: I sincerely apologize for my misspelling of Professor Kent Lynn Goetz’ name on the front page of the October Letter.
Professor Goetz, thank you for sharing your image of heaven with our church. It has been delightful to contemplate it as we worship! —Katherine
Skura, Editor
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Around the Community
Rescue Mission Fundraiser: St. Paulian Marilou Slattery and Richard Bennet, Director of the Ithaca Rescue
Mission, have arranged a funding partnership between the Rescue Mission and the BonTon. From now until
November 11, the $5 pur chase pr ice of a BonTon Community Days Savings Booklet will be donated to
the Rescue Mission. Coupons in the booklet will be valid for BonTon shopping from November 8 - 11. Please
contact Marilou Slattery, 607-273-3433 or mjs334@cornell.edu, to buy a book, or to sign up for coupon book
sale time slots at the BonTon. This is an easy and rewarding way to support and advocate for the worthy work
of the Rescue Mission.
Volunteer Opportunity, Drivers Needed to Connect Families with Inmates: The Quaker Meeting Social
Justice Committee offers rides to the county jail for inmates’ families. The Committee is looking for
more volunteer drivers. Visiting hours are Tuesday and Saturday, with specific hours in the morning and
afternoon. The goal is to help persons in jail stay connected to families and friends at a most stressful
time. For more information, or if you would like to help, please contact the Quaker project coordinator,
Elizabeth Schneider, at 607-273-3566 or neschneid@aol.com.
Area Congregations Together Annual Thanksgiving Service: Finding Gratitude in Times of Addiction, November 19, 3:00 pm, St. Catherine of Siena Church. Guest speakers will include Judge John Rowley, Tompkins County Family and Drug Treatment Courts, and Associate Pastor Santosh Ninan, Bethel Grove Bible
Church, both addressing the heroin/opioid epidemic at this service of shared words, music and reflection. Reception following the service. Refreshments will be served.
Interfaith Mission to Israel: Rabbi Scott Glass of Temple Beth El will be leading an Interfaith Mission to
Israel along with Dr. Marcia Zax. The trip will take place February 13—25, 2018. If you are interested in more
information please email director@tbeithaca.org.

Don’t forget to set your clocks back an hour!
Daylight Saving Time in New York ends
at 2:00 am, Sunday, November 5, 2017.

5:30 PM Reconciling
7:00 PM Social Justice
Ministry Team-Durham
Prayerful Conversation Room
Durham Room
6:45 PM WIM - Durham
Room
7:00 PM Christian Belief
Class-Memorial Room

13
5:30 PM Local & World 12:30 PM Older Adult
Missions-Memorial Room Team meeting-Memorial
Room
6:00 PM Finance Team
- Durham Room
7:15 PM TrusteesDurham Room

20

6:45 PM WIM - Durham 7:00 PM Church CounRoom
cil-Memorial Room

27

All Saints Sunday
Daylight-Saving Time Ends
Kitchen Cupbard grocery bags distributed
8:30 AM Early Communion Service
9:15 AM Childcare
9:45 AM Children's Music Group-Marketplace
10:30 AM Worship with Communion
10:45 AM Faith Explorers & Faith Discovery Group
11:45 AM Coffee/Fellowship - Memorial Room
12:00 PM Youth Groups (Middle and High School)

12

Kitchen Cupbard grocery bags distributed & received
8:30 AM Early Communion Service
9:15 AM Childcare
9:45 AM Children's Music Group-Marketplace
10:30 AM Worship
10:45 AM Faith Explorers & Faith Discovery Group
11:45 AM Coffee/Fellowship - Memorial Room

19

Kitchen Cupbard grocery bags received
8:30 AM Early Communion Service
9:15 AM Childcare
9:45 AM Children's Music Group-Marketplace
10:30 AM Worship with Festival Chimes
10:45 AM Faith Explorers & Faith Discovery Group
11:45 AM Coffee/Fellowship - Memorial Room
12:00 PM Youth Groups (Middle and High School)

26

8:30 AM Early Communion Service
9:15 AM Childcare
10:30 AM Worship
11:45 AM Coffee/Fellowship - Memorial Room
11:45 AM Hanging of the Greens-Sanctuary

6

5

2:00 PM Prayer Shawl
Group - Durham Rm

28

21

14

7

7:00 PM Christian Belief
Class-Memorial Room

8:30 AM Early Communion Service
9:15 AM Childcare
9:45 AM Children's Music Group-Marketplace
10:30 AM Worship
10:45 AM Faith Explorers & Faith Discovery Group
11:45 AM Coffee/Fellowship - Memorial Room
12:00 PM Youth Groups (Middle and High School)

31

Tuesday

30

Monday

29

Sunday

November, 2017

24

Church
Offices
Closed

17

Church
Offices
Closed

10

Church
Offices
Closed

3

Fri

30
6:00 PM Festival
Chimes Rehearsal
7:15 PM Chancel
Choir Rehearsal

9:00 AM Newsletter folding and
mailing
1:00 PM Labyrinth Available

Church
Offices
Closed

1

Church Offices Closed Church
Thanksgiving Day Offices
6:00 PM Festival
Closed
Chimes Rehearsal
7:15 PM Chancel
Choir Rehearsal

23

6:00 PM Festival
Chimes Rehearsal
7:15 PM Chancel
Choir Rehearsal

29

1:00 PM Labyrinth Available

22

Newsletter Deadline
1:00 PM Labyrinth Available
5:00 PM What is Ayurveda?Durham Room

16

6:00 PM Festival
Chimes Rehearsal
7:15 PM Chancel
Choir Rehearsal

1:00 PM Labyrinth Available
5:00 PM Setting a Soulful Path
through the Holidays-Memorial
Room

15

9

6:00 PM Festival
Chimes Rehearsal
7:15 PM Chancel
Choir Rehearsal

2

Thursday

8

All Saints Day
9:00 AM Newsletter folding and
mailing
1:00 PM Labyrinth Available
7:00 PM Staff Parish Relations
Committee-Memorial Room

1

Wednesday

2

25

18

Veterans
Day

11

4

Sat

***Please note: Church offices are closed on Friday. ***
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Ordination Service for Debbie Allen
Sunday, November 5, 2:00 pm, First Baptist Church
All are invited to Debbie Allen’s ordination as an American Baptist pastor! The service will
take place at First Baptist Church on Dewitt Park in downtown Ithaca. Parking is available
in the Court House parking lot and on the street. A reception will follow.

The Hanging of the Greens
Sunday, November 26, following the 10:30 am service
Join the Youth Groups for an hour or so after worship on November 26 to help decorate our
sanctuary for Advent and Christmas. We’ll have a variety of seasonal music to inspire us as
we work and a light lunch will be provided.

