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Here’s a quick tour of the people with Divine Imagination!  we’ve been with the past two weeks:  1

Imagine:  a whirlwind week discovering and connecting our Rotary club’s Team Costa Rica with 
Banderas on their proposed community water 
system project, Agua Viva Serves’ worksites, San 
Jose Noreste Rotarians, local stakeholders and 
eco-tourism treasures…whew!  

They found ‘new’ 
muscles for 4 hot 
sweaty days building 

fence 
around 
the water 
tower: digging an arm-length hole, mixing concrete in 
the wheelbarrow, gathering rocks, positioning the 
posts and braces, filling with concrete and rocks…
repeating for 24 posts + 14 braces…a labor of love 
for La Trocha.

One water committee they talked with lives in the new 
settlement: Triunfo (Triumph) in Medio Queso.  imagine:  finding a piece 
of abandoned land, you construct a roof over your head, plant some 

corn, yucca, and raise chickens, pigs, cows.  Then you are forced to ‘go out into the road’ and 
your house and crops are destroyed. 

Their story was one of pure grit:  perseverance and hope for their future.  The farm land 
abandoned by a dutch company seemed ideal for several families to erect simple houses and 
start farming.  The caretaker, who wanted the land, destroyed their houses and crops, and they 
were out on the road sleeping in hammocks without anything.  They returned after a few days 
and started over, with the same violent ending. They started over again and again and the 
retribution heightened with police and no assistance from other officials…6 times since 2011.  
(see https://semanariouniversidad.com/opinion/en-el-triunfo-la-paciencia-se-agota-y-desespera/).  They united in 
their vision and developed strategies to survive and support each other….the power of love.

Then INDER, the Costa Rican rural development institute, bought 
the land to divide into smaller plots for houses and farming.  ~250 
families now have a place to live their dreams.  imagine:  a newly 
finished water system for your community.  The water committee 
along with the Agriculture Association were instrumental in 
coordinating the community’s engagement with the project and they 
shared their learnings and ideas to pass on to other communities.   
We were impressed with how the team of women from these 2 

organizations met every problem with the resolve to find solutions…a Yes, We Can!  attitude.

 www.stpaulsithaca.org Nov 10 bulletin & service https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NRM7asziObY1

http://www.stpaulsithaca.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NRM7asziObY
https://semanariouniversidad.com/opinion/en-el-triunfo-la-paciencia-se-agota-y-desespera/


The weekend with the Rotarians, 13 of us from San Jose Noreste and Ithaca, included visits 
with ‘pro-Development Association’ leaders of the Banderas community organizing the water 
project and the Llano Verde Development Association about their water system, now 3 years old 
and their challenges during the dry season (which has been longer than prior decades).  

Imagine:  how important conserving precious potable water is and keeping that skill set when 
you no longer have to carry water from a river, dug well, or spring.  One of the team 
demonstrated how to make ‘tippy pot’ hand washing 
stations (or tippy taps:  https://www.cdc.gov/safewater/
publications_pages/tippy-tap.pdf), so this was created and 
demonstrated with the AVS team to show in the 
communities…check it out, it’s useful everywhere!

The 2 Rotary Clubs were treated 
to a wonderful nature tour in the 
Caño Negro National Wildlife 
Refuge, a butterfly garden, and 
a rustic restaurant with organic 
gardens for their produce thanks 
to the connections from the 
president of Los Chile’s Chamber of Tourism and Commerce.

Imagine:  the first director of Costa Rica’s office for disability rights, 
professor of education, entrepreneurs, civil engineer, early childhood 

educator, et al., giving their advice and support for the 
Banderas water project. The passion for Rotary’s 
‘service above self’ among the group was palpable 
and connections magical…yet more love beyond our 
imaginations!   

Peace and blessings to you, Jorge y n  
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