
 
 
 
 

 

Annual Thanksgiving Service of ACT (Area Congregations Together) will be today, Nov. 21, at 
2:00PM. Please join virtually as local congregations share how God has inspired them in “Building 

Community in 2021”. On Zoom join meeting 829 8722 8528. 
 

Support immigrant families with Ithaca Sanctuary Alliance 
Pre-order Guatemalan takeout meals for ISA by Fri., Nov. 26 for pick-up Sat. Dec 4. Contact Anne 

Horst ahorst@stpaulsithaca.org for info or to help prepare–safe shifts available. 
 

SPUMC’s Committee on Local and World Missions offers three opportunities to help here and 
around the globe because the need has increased all around us:  

 

For the Kitchen Cupboard 
Today St. Paul’s will collect monetary donations to continue the tradition that Carolyn and Howard 
Longhouse started. Please make checks payable to St. Paul’s UMC and write Kitchen Cupboard in 

the memo. The Cupboard will purchase popular items and distribute them.  
 

Be a Volunteer: Work in teams to pack grocery bags. You can sign up for 90-minute shifts that fit 
your schedule. Even if you can only volunteer occasionally, your help is greatly appreciated. Please 

contact Jennifer Colvin if you are interested at jstevenscolvin@yahoo.com.  
 

Blue Cabinets 
We are collecting non-perishable food and hygiene items to help our neighbors nearby. Please 

donate only items in boxes and cellophane such as grains, beans, cereal, nuts, and baked goods. 
Contact David McElrath at david1mcelrath@gmail.com with questions. 

 
 

Church Office Hours 
9:00 AM-12:00 PM Sunday through Thursday 

 

Office Phone: 607-273-5971 
Pastoral Care Phone: 607-269-5509 

Please call ahead if you plan to visit the church in person 
 

 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, A Reconciling Congregation 

402 North Aurora Street, 
 Ithaca, NY 14850 

www.stpaulsithaca.org 
 

Our Staff 
Rev. Rebekah (Pastor Beckie) Sweet / Senior Pastor / pastor@stpaulsithaca.org 
Jami Breedlove / Loving Care Ministries Coordinator / lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org 
Maude Rith / Church Administrative Assistant & Communications / office@stpaulsithaca.org 
Michelle Eells / Business & Building Ministries Coordinator / business@stpaulsithaca.org 
Anne Horst / Hospitality and Connections Ministries Coordinator / ahorst@stpaulsithaca.org  
Emily Preston / Choral and Ensembles Director / epreston@stpaulsithaca.org  
Caleb Bates / Organist/Pianist / cbates@stpaulsithaca.org  
David Kingsley / Technical Director / dkingsley@stpaulsithaca.org  
Jessa Dauria & Emily Plummer / Children’s Music Group Directors / childrensmusic@stpaulsithaca.org  
Dorothy Preston / Festival Chimes Director / dpreston@stpaulsithaca.org  
Sue Orzel / Custodian 

“St. Paul’s is a compassionate community led and transformed by the Spirit.” 

 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s  
United Methodist Church 

November 21, 2021 - 10:30 AM Service 
Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
We welcome you, trusting that this time of worship will open our hearts to experience the Spirit’s movement 

among us. Together, we seek peace, health, and wholeness as we gather in God’s presence. 
  

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-728210.  
Movie and video permission with CVLI License #504298777. 

 

*Indicates a standing portion of the service. Please stand as you are able. 

 
 

Faithful Stewardship following Christ’s Commands 
“Blessing of the Thorns” 

  
Gathering as The Beloved Community 

 
Gathering Music     Caleb Bates 
 
Greeting & Welcome                                                                                               Pastor Beckie Sweet 
 
*Sharing Love and Peace with All     
 
Centering Music   "Come, Ye Thankful People Come"       George J. Elvey, arr. Barbara Kinyon  

Festival Chimes 
 
*Call to Worship                         

The time of gathering is here! 
We have come from far and wide to offer praise to God for abundant blessings. 
May our hearts be open to God’s compassionate words of love. 
May our hearts be truly grateful, and may we show our gratitude by the ways in which we 
live and care for others. 

 
*Singing Together    “We Gather Together”  # 131 
 
Opening Prayer 
 

Encountering God Through the Word 
 

Scripture Readings  Philippians 4: 4-9 (NIV and MSG)     George Gull and Nancy Potter 
 
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 
 

Celebrate God all day, every day. I mean, revel in God! 
 

Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 
 

Make it as clear as you can to all you meet that you’re on their side, working with them and not 
against them. Help them see that the Master is about to arrive. Christ could show up any minute! 
 



Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions and praises shape your worries into 
prayers, letting God know your concerns. Before you know it, a sense of God’s wholeness, everything 
coming together for good, will come and settle you down. It’s wonderful what happens when Christ 
displaces worry at the center of your life. 
 

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such 
things. 
 
Summing it all up, friends, I’d say you’ll do best by filling your minds and meditating on things true, 
noble, reputable, authentic, compelling, gracious—the best, not the worst; the beautiful, not the ugly; 
things to praise, not things to curse. 
 

Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the 
God of peace will be with you. 
 

Put into practice what you learned from me, what you heard and saw and realized. Do that, and God, 
who makes everything work together, will work you into his most excellent harmonies. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
A Message for All God’s Children 
          
Special Music       "For The Beauty of the Earth"        Conrad Kocher, arr. Barbara Kinyon 
 
Message     “Blessing of the Thorns” 
 

Responding with Joy and Generosity 
 
*Hymn of Response    “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”      # 694 
  
Prayers of the People          Jami Breedlove 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Offering our Gifts to God 
 
Offertory       
 
Doxology         “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”         # 94 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
 

God of harvest, Gardener supreme, you create us, feed us, equip us and, having provide 
for us, look to a different harvest – a fruitfulness of living in service to you and others.  
God of harvest, feed us, prune us, harvest us, that our lives might bring glory to you.  It is 
for that purpose that we dedicate these offerings, and our very lives.  

Amen. 
 

Going Forth to Serve and to Bless 

 
*Closing Hymn                  “Let All Things Now Living”      # 2008 
 
Announcements 
 
*Dismissal with Blessing              
 
*Postlude                  

 
 

Hanging of the Greens 
 

Following worship today everyone is invited to assist in the Hanging of the Greens. Adorn our place of 
worship for the seasons of Advent and Christmas. 

Many hands make light work--so any amount of help is appreciated. �
 

--------PRAYERS-------- 
 

For Prayer Chain Requests, confidential concerns seen only by those who participate in the Prayer 
Chain, please contact Pastor Beckie at pastor@stpaulsithaca.org. 
  
Prayer Requests: A.J. Sapp; Ann Shumate (friends of Nancy Potter); Anya Kyong; Ardie Bennett; 
Bella Culotta; Daniel Minor (son of Betty Windstein’s neighbor); David Bell; David Hall (brother of 
Joyce Turner and Sheila Hall); David Hays (Barbara Wernham’s son-in-law); David McElrath; Eliesha 
Lovell (Nancy and Jeff Lovell's daughter); Gina Bakota (Teresa Yatsko's sister); Greg Corbit; Jackie 
Warren; Liren Zheng; Kathleen Jacklin; Mary Boardman and her son, Matthew; Marilynn Peterson 
(Lynn Martin’s mother); Michael Russell (Sue Orzel’s neighbor); Robert Deming (Melissa Gould's 
nephew); and Sheila Hall. 
 
Our hearts go out to the family and friends of Ann Mathews and to John Shortle for their passing.  
 
Pray for healing within the United Methodist Church, especially for those who are excluded because 
of sexual orientation and gender identification.  

 
Mandatory Safety Protocols: 

 

 Please cover your mouth and nose with a mask at all times inside the building. 
 

 Two seating options: Safely Distanced, for the unvaccinated, families, and those needing 
more space; and Sit Where You Like, for the fully vaccinated and those not in need of distancing.  
 

 Everyone may sing hymns softly with masks but please not at full voice just yet. 
 

 Please remain six feet apart when exiting the sanctuary after our worship service. 
 

 Enjoy fellowship on the playground, chat with members and visitors. Unvaccinated need to 
wear masks, unless sipping. Thank you for keeping one another safe & for loving your neighbor!  

 
SPUMC values ministries with our children and youth 

 

Please encourage those gifted to be coordinators of our Children's and Youth Ministries to apply for 
our open positions. Job summaries and information on how to apply is available on our website. 

 From the About Us menu select Employment. Questions? Contact Pastor Beckie. 

For Your Reflection 
The thorns of life may someday be seen as a blessing. 
For which thorns will you give thanks to God this week? 
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