
Monday, December 20, 2021 ~ Blue Christmas Service ~ 7:00 p.m. 
This service is reflective, accepts where we really are, and holds out healing and hope. 
 

Friday, December 24, 2021 ~ Contemplative Christmas Eve Service ~ Noon 
This service will be quietly joyful as we welcome Christ into the world and into our lives. 
 

Friday, December 24, 2021 ~ Traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service ~ 7:00 p.m. 
We will enjoy special music, sing Christmas hymns, hear the scriptural account of the birth of Jesus, hear 
the Word proclaimed, and share the light of God’s love as we light candles to pierce the darkness.  
 

Sunday, December 26, 2021 ~ Service of Lessons & Carols ~ 10:30 a.m. 
Please join us for a Service of Lessons and Carols on the day after Christmas. Your soul will be blessed! 
 

This year’s, Christmas collections will help make repairs to our parsonage and support the Protestant community of 
Cornell University. Please make checks payable to St Paul’s UMC and write “Christmas Offering” in the memo. 
 

 
 

 
 

SPUMC’s Committee on Local and World Missions offers these opportunities to help here and 
around the globe because the need has increased all around us:  

 

Volunteer for the Kitchen Cupboard 
 

Work in teams to pack grocery bags. You can sign up for 90-minute shifts that fit your schedule. Even 
if you can only volunteer a little, your help is greatly appreciated. Please contact Jennifer Colvin if you 

are interested at jstevenscolvin@yahoo.com.  
 

Blue Cabinets 
 

We are collecting non-perishable food and hygiene items to help our neighbors nearby. Please donate 
only items in boxes and cellophane such as grains, beans, cereal, nuts, and baked goods. Contact 

David McElrath at david1mcelrath@gmail.com with questions. 
 

Church Office Hours 
9:00 AM-12:00 PM Sunday through Thursday 

 

Office Phone: 607-273-5971 
Pastoral Care Phone: 607-269-5509 

Please call ahead if you plan to visit the church in person 
 

 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, A Reconciling Congregation 402 North Aurora Street,  Ithaca, NY  

Our Staff 
Rev. Rebekah (Pastor Beckie) Sweet / Senior Pastor / pastor@stpaulsithaca.org 

Jami Breedlove / Loving Care Ministries Coordinator / lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org 

Maude Rith / Church Administrative Assistant & Communications / office@stpaulsithaca.org 

Michelle Eells / Business & Building Ministries Coordinator / business@stpaulsithaca.org 

Anne Horst / Hospitality and Connections Ministries Coordinator / ahorst@stpaulsithaca.org  

Emily Preston / Choral and Ensembles Director / epreston@stpaulsithaca.org  

Caleb Bates / Organist/Pianist / cbates@stpaulsithaca.org  

David Kingsley / Technical Director / dkingsley@stpaulsithaca.org  

Jessa Dauria & Emily Plummer / Children’s Music Group Directors / childrensmusic@stpaulsithaca.org  

Dorothy Preston / Festival Chimes Director / dpreston@stpaulsithaca.org  

Sue Orzel / Custodian 

“St. Paul’s is a compassionate community led and transformed by the Spirit.” 
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St. Paul’s  
United Methodist Church 

December 5, 2021 - 10:30 AM Service 
Second Sunday of Advent 

 
We welcome you, trusting that this time of worship will open our hearts to experience the Spirit’s 

movement among us. Together, we seek peace, health, and wholeness as we gather in God’s 
presence. 

  

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # 
A-728210.  

Movie and video permission with CVLI License #504298777. 
 

*Indicates a standing portion of the service. Please stand as you are able. 

 
 

Angels  Among Us: Do Not Be Afraid 
“Nothing is Impossible: More PEACE” 

  

Gathering as The Beloved Community 
 
Gathering Music     Caleb Bates 
 
Greeting & Welcome                                                                                                            Pastor Beckie Sweet 

 
*Sharing Love and Peace with All     
 
Centering Music   

 
Lighting the Advent Candle                The Fishel Family 
 

When invited, please pray in unison 

 
Loving God, give us the desire, the willingness, and the courage to be  
part of Your dream for a world of peace and justice. We pray in the  
name of Jesus, the Messiah that Your peace becomes a real presence  
to us. Amen. 
 

*Singing Together       “People, Look East”  # 202 
 

Invitation to Know the Peace of Christ 
 

Encountering God Through the Word 
 

Scripture Readings   Luke 1:26-38 (NRSV)                Jami Breedlove 

 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to 
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”[a] 29 But 
she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A26-38&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24914a


will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and 
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 
no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”[b] 35 The angel said to 
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born[c] will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who 
was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am 
I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed 
from her. 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church! 
Thanks be to God! 

 

A Message for All God’s Children 
 
Special Music      "Wexford Carol"        Wendy Kimble Dugan 

 
Message           “Nothing is Impossible: More Peace” 
 

Responding with Joy and Generosity 
 
*Hymn of Response        “To a Maid Engaged to Joseph”       # 215 

 
Offering our Gifts to God 
 
Offertory       
 
Holy Communion           

 

Invitation and Prayer of Confession 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
God be with you! 
And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts! 
We lift them up to God! 
Let us give thanks to the God of Love! 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

. . . 
 

And so we proclaim this ancient song with all of the saints and angels: 
Holy, holy, holy God! God of power! God of might! 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory! 
Hosanna in the highest! Blessed are you! Blessed are you! 

. . .  
 

And so as we anticipate the birth of the Prince of Peace, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

. . .  
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Sharing the Lord’s Supper 
 
Prayer After Communion 
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Going Forth to Serve and to Bless 

 

*Closing Hymn               “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”    # 218 
 
Announcements 
 
Dismissal with Blessing              
 
*Postlude                  

 
 

--------PRAYERS-------- 
 

For Prayer Chain Requests, confidential concerns seen only by those who participate in the Prayer 
Chain, please contact Pastor Beckie at pastor@stpaulsithaca.org. 
  

Prayer Requests: A.J. Sapp; Ann Shumate (friends of Nancy Potter); Anya Kyong; Ardie Bennett; 
Bella Culotta; Connie Gull (George Gull’s sister); David Bell; David Hall (brother of Joyce Turner and 
Sheila Hall); David Hays (Barbara Wernham’s son-in-law); David McElrath; Eldora and Eddie Thorn 
(Anne Horst’s family); Eliesha Lovell (Nancy and Jeff Lovell's daughter); Gina Bakota (Teresa 
Yatsko's sister); Greg Corbit; Jackie Warren; Kathleen Jacklin; Kirk Smith; Liren Zheng; Mary 
Boardman and her son, Matthew; Marilynn Peterson (Lynn Martin’s mother); Michael Russell (Sue 
Orzel’s neighbor); Robert Deming (Melissa Gould's nephew); and Sheila Hall. 
 

Pray for healing within the United Methodist Church, especially for those who are excluded because of 
sexual orientation and gender identification.  

 

Mandatory Safety Protocols: 
 

• Please cover your mouth and nose with a mask at all times inside the building. 
 

• Two seating options: Safely Distanced, for the unvaccinated, families, and those needing 
more space; and Sit Where You Like, for the fully vaccinated and those not in need of 
distancing.  
 

• Everyone may sing hymns softly with masks but please not at full voice just yet. 
 

• Please remain six feet apart when exiting the sanctuary after our worship service. 
 

• Enjoy fellowship in the Memorial Room with members and visitors. No food or drink.  
 

Thank you for keeping one another safe & for loving your neighbor! 
 

Advent Reminders  
Please order your poinsettia by today, December 5. Ornaments with gift suggestions will be on 
the Giving Tree in the Narthex until Sunday, December 12. Take as many as you wish and bring 

unwrapped presents to the main office. Or donate money online on St. Paul’s website. 
 

Time of Remembrance for LaVerne Snyder Dec.12th at 11:45 in the Memorial Room 
 

We will meet to share stories and fond memories of our dear friend and congregant who left us on 
October 27th this year. Please contact Alice Meilman at (607)592-3559 with questions. 

For Your Reflection 
Last week we heard how Zechariah freaked out when an angel appeared to him. But Mary was simply 

perplexed. “Why would such an incredible message come to a common girl just barely a woman?”  Then her 
reply to such a foretelling about her purpose in life was also simple: “Let it be so.”  Have you ever 

struggled with finding your purpose and being at peace with it? Or are you yearning for more peace in your 
life and relationships? 
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