
*Singing   “Silent Night, Holy Night”         # 239 
 

 Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 

 Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant so tender and mild, 

 Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

 Silent night, holy night, shepherd quake at the sight; 

 Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 

 Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 
 

 Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light; 

 radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

*Sending Forth 

 

Postlude 

Thank you for being present this evening. 

You may take your candle with you as a reminder of this service 

and as a symbol of God’s presence with you. 
 

 St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, A Reconciling Congregation 
402 N. Aurora St., Ithaca, NY 

 

Blue Christmas 

Monday, December 20, 2021 7:00pm 

Music for Meditation             Caleb Bates 

 

Welcome               Pastor Beckie Sweet 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 

The Christ Candle reminds us that in life or in death, 

in joy or in sadness Christ is present with us. 

 

*Call to Worship 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those who lived in shadows, a light has shone. 
For the yoke that was weighing on them and the burden  
upon their shoulders, God has broken in pieces. 
In the beginning was the Word,  
and the Word was with God and the Word was God. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 
full of grace and truth.  We have seen his glory. 
In him was life, and that life was the light of all. 
The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has never been able to extinguish it. 

 

*Hymn           “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”       # 206 

 

Lighting the Candles of Remembrance 

Our Staff 

Rev. Rebekah (Pastor Beckie) Sweet / Senior Pastor / pastor@stpaulsithaca.org 
Jami Breedlove / Loving Care Ministries Coordinator / lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org 
Maude Rith / Church Administrative Assistant & Communications / office@stpaulsithaca.org 
Michelle Eells / Business & Building Ministries Coordinator / business@stpaulsithaca.org 
Anne Horst / Hospitality and Connections Ministries Coordinator / ahorst@stpaulsithaca.org 
Emily Preston / Choral and Ensembles Director / epreston@stpaulsithaca.org 
Caleb Bates / Organist/Pianist / cbates@stpaulsithaca.org 
David Kingsley / Technical Director / dkingsley@stpaulsithaca.org 

Jessa Dauria & Emily Plummer / Children’s Music Group Directors / 
childrensmusic@stpaulsithaca.org 
Dorothy Preston / Festival Chimes Director / dpreston@stpaulsithaca.org 
Sue Orzel / Custodian 
 

St. Paul’s is a compassionate community led and transformed by the Spirit 



 

The Candle of Grief    

This candle represents our grief.  We bear the pain of losing loved ones, 

of dreams unfulfilled, of hopes that evaporate in despair. 

Isaiah 43:1-3 

     Response           Jami Breedlove 

 We light this first candle to remember those whom we have loved and lost.  We  

pause to remember clearly, their faces, their voices, their bodies.  We also pause to 

remember experiences of loss and disappointment.  We honor our grief and the 

pain that comes with it while at the same time we hold on to hope for better days to 

come. 

 

We remember those we’ve loved.  May God’s eternal love surround them.  

We remember our experiences of disappointment.  May God bring us 

comfort and peace. 

 

Singing  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   verses 1 and 6         # 211 

 

The Candle of Memory 

This candle represents our memories.  We remember times of laughter, tears, 

anger, joy, guilt, forgiveness, joy, and sadness.  We light this candle for the  

memories of times shared with others and time alone in our grief. 

Psalm 51:1-3, 11-12 

     Response                 Rev. Pamela Carey 

We light this second candle and call to mind our memories.  We pause to 

remember both good and challenging times with loved ones.  We remember the 

past weeks, months, and maybe even years that have been heavy with burden. 

 

We remember that though we have journeyed far and that, at times we have 

felt lost and may have turned away from the light, the light itself has not 

failed.  Though darkness be upon us, the Light comes in the darkness. 

 

Special Music          “I Wonder as I Wander”              John Jacob Niles

              Rev. Joellyn Tuttle 

   

The Candle of Courage 

This candle represents our courage.  It acknowledges the pain we feel 

 

and symbolizes the courage needed to confront our sorrow, 

comfort each other, share our feelings honestly, and dare to hope again. 

Joshua 1:9 

     Response           Jami Breedlove 

We light this third candle to remember the pain of loss: loss of relationships, loss of 

trust, loss of health, loss of faith, loss of joy.  We acknowledge and embrace the pain 

and pray for courage to carry on in the midst of it. 

 

We remember that through God all things are possible so we pray for the gift 

of courage and ask God to refresh, restore, renew, and lead us into a future 

of hope. 

 

Singing          “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”    verse 2          # 211 

 

The Candle of Love 

This candle represents love.  The love we have given and the love we have received. 

The love that has gone unacknowledged and unfelt 

and the love that has been shared in times of joy and sorrow. 

I Corinthians 13:4-8a 

      Response                 Rev. Pamela Carey 

We light this fourth candle to remember the love that we have for others, and they 

for us, all of which finds its foundation in God’s love for each of us and for the 

world.  We remember that God so loved the world that God’s Son was sent to live 

among us. 

 

We remember the One who shares our burdens, who shows us the way to the 

Light, and who journeys with us into all our tomorrows. 

 

Singing          “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”    verse 7         # 211 

 

Invitation to Light a Candle 

All who wish may light a candle in memory of someone or something, or as a sign of hope. 

Then, please take the lighted candle with you to your home. 

 

Music for the Journey 

continued 
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