
 

 

Children and Worship 
 

We have books and toys near the sanctuary door. There is a room for children with parental 
supervision at the end of the hall with the restrooms.  Please leave the room as you found it. 

 

Extra Pledge cards  
 

are in the office. Links are also on St Paul’s website and in the Friday email. 
 

Advent Devotional Booklets are available outside the sanctuary 
 

Older Adult Ministry Holiday Luncheon is Thursday, December 8 
 

Join OAM for fellowship, soup, sandwiches and carols 12:00-2:00 pm in the Memorial room. 
Please respond to the Evite or contact Jami Breedlove-Crouch at lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org. 

 

UMCOR Responds to Autumn Storms 
 

When the hurricane season leaves millions without power, water, and shelter, UMCOR offers care 
and necessities. Please donate to St. Paul's UMC and designate UMCOR Storms in the memo. You 
can also donate on our website but please also email business@stpaulsithaca.org to let us know it’s 

for UMCOR Storms.  The latest news on recovery efforts is at umcmission.org. 
 

 SPUMC COVID Protocol 
 

Please follow these guidelines: 
 

• Masks – Masks are optional as per Tompkins County Health Department. 
 

• Singing – Everyone may sing hymns softly if without masks but not at full voice just yet.  
 

• Distancing – Please be sensitive to others’ space; ask before shaking hands or hugging. 
 

• Fellowship time – Enjoy conversation and beverages in the Memorial Room after worship.  
 

Church Office Hours are 9:00 AM-12:00 PM Sunday – Thursday  
 

Office Phone: 607-273-5971 Pastoral Care Phone: 607-269-5509 
Please call ahead if you plan to visit the church in person 

 

 

 
 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, A Reconciling Congregation  

402 North Aurora Street 
Ithaca, NY 

  
Find us at www.stpaulsithaca.org, Facebook and Instagram 

Our Staff 
Rev. Rebekah (Pastor Beckie) Sweet / Senior Pastor / pastor@stpaulsithaca.org 

Jami Breedlove-Crouch / Loving Care Ministries Coordinator / lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org 

Maude Rith / Church Administrative Assistant & Communications / office@stpaulsithaca.org 

Michelle Eells / Business & Building Ministries Coordinator / business@stpaulsithaca.org 

Emily Preston / Choral and Ensembles Director / epreston@stpaulsithaca.org 

Molly MacMillan / Pianist / pianist@stpaulsithaca.org 

David Kingsley / Technical Director / dkingsley@stpaulsithaca.org 

Jessa Dauria & Emily Plummer / Children’s Music Group Directors / childrensmusic@stpaulsithaca.org 

Dorothy Preston / Festival Chimes Director / dpreston@stpaulsithaca.org 

Sue Orzel / Custodian 

“St. Paul’s is a compassionate community led and transformed by the Spirit.” 
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St. Paul’s  
United Methodist Church 

November 27, 2022 - 10:30 AM Service 
First Sunday in Advent 

 
 

 

We welcome you, trusting that this time of worship will open our hearts to experience the Spirit’s movement 

among us. Together, we seek peace, health, and wholeness as we gather in God’s presence. 
 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license 
# A-728210. Movie and video permission with CVLI License #504298777. 

 

*Indicates a standing portion of the service. Please stand as you are able. 

 
 

Let Heaven and Nature Sing 
“Prepare Him Room: Hopeful Joy” 

 
Gathering as The Beloved Community 

 

Gathering Music          Molly MacMillan 
 

Greeting & Welcome                                                                                     Pastor Beckie Sweet 
 

*Sharing Love and Peace with All     
 

*Centering Music        “Joy to the World”  (verse 1)                 UMH # 246 
 

*Call to Worship                 
 

 This is a day of WORSHIP! 
      Hopeful worship!  Joyful worship! 
 Joy is always with us, even when life isn’t so great. 
      Hopeful life!  Joyful life! 
 Hope is the thing that can and does surprise us.   

We may just need a change of perspective! 
      Hopeful faith!  Joyful faith! 
 We light the candle of HOPE today, as with joy we await Christ’s birth. 

 
(The Candle of HOPE is lit.) 

 Let us pray: 
      Gracious God, you are our joy.  You are the joy that runs deep and wide 
      underneath all of life.  This is our hope, that You are ever-present and  
      constantly shifting our fear to compassion, and grinding our swords 
      into plows.  We prepare room  in our hearts, in our church, and in our   
      world today for Christ’s HOPE.  Amen. 

 

*Singing Together            “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”                UMH # 89 
 



 

 

Encountering God Through the Word 
 

Scripture Reading               Isaiah 2:1-5 (CEB)           Mary Boardman 
 

 This is what Isaiah, Amoz’s son, saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
2 In the days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house  
will be the highest of the mountains. 
    It will be lifted above the hills; peoples will stream to it. 
3 Many nations will go and say, “Come, let’s go up to the LORD’s mountain, 
    to the house of Jacob’s God so that he may teach us his ways 
        and we may walk in God’s paths.” 
Instruction will come from Zion; the LORD’s word from Jerusalem. 
4 God will judge between the nations,  and settle disputes of mighty nations. 
Then they will beat their swords into iron plows  and their spears into pruning tools. 
Nation will not take up sword against nation; they will no longer learn how to make war. 
5 Come, house of Jacob, let’s walk by the LORD’s light. 

 

Romans 13:11-15 (MSG) 
 

But make sure that you don’t get so absorbed and exhausted in taking care of all your day-by-
day obligations that you lose track of the time and doze off, oblivious to God. The night is 
about over, dawn is about to break. Be up and awake to what God is doing! God is putting the 
finishing touches on the salvation work begun when we first believed. We can’t afford to waste 
a minute, must not squander these precious daylight hours in frivolity and indulgence, in 
sleeping around and dissipation, in bickering and grabbing everything in sight. Get out of bed 
and get dressed! Don’t loiter and linger, waiting until the very last minute. Dress yourselves in 
Christ, and be up and about! 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church! 
Thanks be to God! 

 

A Message for All God’s Children 
  

Special Music    “Oh Listen to the Angels' Song”      Chancel Choir 
 

Message            “Prepare Him Room: Hopeful Joy” 
    

Responding with Joy and Generosity 
 

*Hymn of Response          “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”             UMH # 196 
 

Prayers of the People                   Karen Kaufmann 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Offering our Gifts to God    
 

Offertory      
 

*Doxology           “Life Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”  (vs. 3)               UMH # 213 
 

Redeemer, come, with us abide; our heart to thee we open wide; 
Let us thy inner presence feel; thy grace and love in us reveal. 

 



 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

      Holy God, you are our joy.  You are the joy that runs deep and wide 
underneath all of life.  This is our hope, that you are ever-present and constantly 
shifting our fear to compassion.  These gifts are an expression of this joy, hope, 
and compassion.  We dedicate their use to sharing all that you have so 
generously given to us, and in anticipation of all that you have yet to create 
within and around us.  Amen. 

 

    Going Forth to Serve and to Bless 
 

*Closing Hymn                 “We’re Gonna Bring Joy in the World”                 see insert 
  

Announcements 
 

Dismissal with Blessing        
 

Postlude      

 
          

--------PRAYERS-------- 
For Prayer Chain Requests, confidential concerns seen only by those who participate in the Prayer Chain, 
please contact Pastor Beckie at pastor@stpaulsithaca.org. 
 

Prayer Requests: Ardie Bennett, David Hall, Mary Boardman and her son, Matthew; and Ruth 
Lovelace. 
 

Please pray for Bishop Hector Burgos as he moves to Upper New York.  
 

Our hearts go out to the family of Glenna Margaris, who passed away earlier this month. 
 

Pray for healing within the United Methodist Church, especially for those who are excluded 
because of sexual orientation and gender identification.  
 

Prayer requests will be published in the bulletin for four weeks. If you would like someone to 
remain on the list, contact Jami Breedlove-Crouch at lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org or 607-269-
5509. Please remember that we also need permission from the person listed.  
 

Today, November 27, is United Methodist Student Sunday 
 

This special offering helps provide over 70 scholarships to United Methodist students to further 
their education and enrich the life of the Church. 

 

The Advent Worship series: “Joy to the World ~ Heaven and Nature Sing”  
 

The beloved Christmas carol, “Joy to the World” is over 300 years old. 
Composer Isaac Watts’ interpretation of Psalm 98 invites us to sing a “new song” - 
and it is a powerful cosmic performance of all creation being renewed and freed. 

Rather than JOY being another word for HAPPINESS, we will discover 
that the depths of joy can be found especially in the midst of suffering, 

the work of justice, and the presence of compassion – all part of the coming of Jesus  
to this world, and a message the world still so desperately needs. 

REFLECTION: Opening ourselves to a more hopeful perspective allows joy to creep into our 
lives and relationships, including our relationship with God.  Fear shifts to compassion when we 
realize that God’s salvation in Christ is near.     
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