
 

 

Children and Worship – Children are always welcome in worship!  To help keep hands 
busy, we have books and toys on the black cart near the main sanctuary door.   

Children’s Sunday Faith Activities - Sue Kiner will welcome Pre-K-5th graders to the 
Preschool Room after the Children’s Message for Faith Activities based on being God’s Hope-filled 
People.  This 7-week Lent module will end on Palm Sunday, April 2nd. 
 

Blue Cabinet Collections 
We are collecting non-perishable food in boxes and bags as well as hygiene items to help our local 

neighbors. Please contact David McElrath at 607-882-4340 and david1mcelrath@gmail.com. 
 

Easter Lilies 
Easter Lilies may be purchased in honor or in memory of a  
Loved one to adorn our Easter worship.  A suggested donation  
of $22 also supports the provision of flowers for worship  
throughout the year.  To order, please complete a form and  
return it with payment to the office by March 29th.  
 

Easter Offering ~ Buffalo 10 Scholarships 
 The 2023 Easter offering will support scholarships for  
residents on the East Side of Buffalo, in the neighborhood of the 2022 racist mass shooting.  The 
hope is that education will help to heal and transform this community, which has been plagued 
with structural racism, poverty, social segregation, and lack of resources to provide for even basic 
human needs.  Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Missions Team Seeks Household Item Donations for Village at Ithaca 
     A new ongoing project will benefit our Village At Ithaca neighbors with monthly household and 
hygiene items not covered by SNAP.  A collection receptacle and information about the Village At 
Ithaca are located at the table near the main sanctuary doors.  This month’s item is 
dishwashing liquid.  For more info, contact Jami at lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org.  
 

 

 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, A Reconciling Congregation  

402 North Aurora Street, Ithaca, NY 
 

 Find us at www.stpaulsithaca.org, Facebook and Instagram 
Church Office Hours are 9:00 AM-12:00 PM Sunday – Thursday  

Office Phone: 607-273-5971 Pastoral Care Phone: 607-269-5509 

Our Staff 
Rev. Rebekah (Pastor Beckie) Sweet / Senior Pastor / pastor@stpaulsithaca.org 

Jami Breedlove-Crouch / Loving Care Ministries Coordinator / lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org  

Deirdre Levine / Church Administrative Assistant & Communications / office@stpaulsithaca.org 

Michelle Eells / Business & Building Ministries Coordinator / business@stpaulsithaca.org 

Emily Preston / Choral and Ensembles Director / epreston@stpaulsithaca.org 

Molly MacMillan / Pianist / pianist@stpaulsithaca.org 

David Kingsley / Technical Director / dkingsley@stpaulsithaca.org 

Dorothy Preston / Festival Chimes Director / dpreston@stpaulsithaca.org 

Sue Orzel / Custodian 

“St. Paul’s is a compassionate community led and transformed by the Spirit.” 
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St. Paul’s 
United Methodist Church 

March 26, 2023 - 10:30 AM Service 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

SOUL-ful Living for SOUL-ful People 

 
 

 

We welcome you, trusting that this time of worship will open our hearts to experience the Spirit’s movement 

among us. Together, we seek peace, health, and wholeness as we gather in God’s presence. 
 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-728210. 
Movie and video permission with CVLI License #504298777. 

 

*Indicates a standing portion of the service. Please stand as you are able. 

 
 

“A SOUL-ful People: Loving - L” 
 

Gathering as The Beloved Community 
 

Gathering Music       “Tell Me Why”           Molly MacMillan, pianist 
Michael Edwards, Mitchell Parish, Sigmund Spaeth, Roy L. Burtch, Fred Mower 

 

Greeting & Welcome                                                                                     Pastor Beckie Sweet 
 

*Sharing Love and Peace with All                
 

Centering Music                      “Longing”    Festival Chimes 
Crystal Peebles 

 

*Call to Worship (Bruce Prewer) 
  Let us start this service well, by reminding ourselves: This it is not we who chose Christ, 
 But Christ who chose us; 
  That we are not here because of our goodness, 
 But because of Christ’s grace; 
  That we are not here to enlighten ourselves, 
 But to allow Christ to enlighten us; 
  That we have not come to be entertained, 
 But to worship God with heart, soul, mind and strength.  
  

*Singing Together             “Lamb of God”                             FWS # 2113 
 

Opening Prayer 
 Creator of all people, in our amazing diversity of size, shape, color, and 
giftedness: guide us, by your grace, to recognize the beauty and fitness of all 
whom you have made in your own image. Give us gifts of humility and generosity 
of spirit to recognize in all people, the face of our Savior, Jesus, and to practice 
his commandment to “love one another,” toward the end of bringing harmony 
and peace among persons of all colors, origins, and abilities, for the sake of your 
Kindom. Amen. 

     
Encountering God Through the Word 

 

Scripture Reading                     Mark 12:28-34 (IB)       Dwight Mengel 
One of the religious scholars who had listened to them debating and had observed how 

well Jesus had answered them, now came up and put a question to him: “Which is the 
foremost of all the commandments?” 

Jesus replied, “This is the foremost: ‘Hear, O Israel, God, our God, is one.  You must 
love the Most High God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind and with 



 

 

all your strength.’  The second is this: ‘You must love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no 
commandment greater than these. 

The scholar said to Jesus, “Well spoken, Teacher!  What you have said is true: the Most 
High is one and there is no other.  To love God with all your heart, with all your understanding 
and strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself—this is far more important than any burnt 
offering or sacrifice.” 

Jesus, seeing how wisely this scholar had spoken, said, “You are not far from the 
kingdom of God.”  And after that no one dared to question Jesus anymore.  

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church! 
Thanks be to God! 

A Message for All God’s Children  
Following this, the children may go to Faith Activities in the Preschool Room. 

 

Special Music                      “Wade in the Water”              Festival Chimes 
      Traditional Spiritual, arr. by Sandra Eithun 
 

Message                 “A SOUL-ful People: Loving - L”                       Rev. Beckie Sweet 
 

Responding with Joy and Generosity 
 

*Hymn of Response               “O Love Divine, What Hast Thou Done”                            UMH # 287 
 

Prayers of the People        Jami Breedlove-Crouch 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Offering our Gifts to God 

 

Offertory     “Improvisation”         Molly MacMillan, pianist 
 

*Doxology      “Holy, Holy”        (vs. 1)          FWS # 2039 
Holy, holy, holy, holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty; 

And we lift our hearts before you as a token of our love. 
Holy, holy, holy, holy. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 
       O great and holy God, we sing hymns; we offer prayers; we stand in awe of your 

creation; we are humbled by your love.  When we come to you, we are often asking 
something from you.  You have given to us even when we did not ask.  Now, in these 
moments, we are not asking for anything but offering our appreciation for all your 
mercies.  We offer our money.  We offer ourselves.  We pray that both of these gifts 
and our lives will honor you in the name of Christ.  Amen. 

                 

Going Forth to Serve and to Bless 
 

*Closing Hymn                  “What Wondrous Love is This”              UMH # 292 
 

Announcements 
 

Dismissal with Blessing         
 

Postlude       “Love Will Keep Us Together”              Molly MacMillan, pianist 
Neil Sedaka and Howard Greenfield 

      

--------PRAYERS-------- 
For Prayer Chain Requests, confidential concerns seen only by those who participate in the 
Prayer Chain, please contact Pastor Beckie at pastor@stpaulsithaca.org. 
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Prayer Requests: David Hall; Dick Tabor; Marian Van de Velde; Mary Boardman; and Sue Gere 
Lajza (Elaine Weiss’ sister and family).  
 

Pray for healing within the United Methodist Church, especially for those who are excluded 
because of sexual orientation and gender identification.  
 

Prayer requests will be published in the bulletin for four weeks. If you would like someone to 
remain on the list, contact Jami Breedlove-Crouch at lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org or 607-269-
5509. Please remember that we also need permission from the person listed.  

 

         It’s Time to Register for Summer Camp 
 The Upper New York Conference has opened registration for 
summer camps for persons of all ages and abilities.  To register for 

Camp Casowasco, visit casowasco.org.  To register for camps at Sky Lake, visit skylakecenter.org.  
St. Paul’s has “camperships” available to assist our children and youth in attending camp.  For 
more information, contact Pastor Beckie or Cheryl McGraw. 
 

SPUMC Holy Week Services 
April 2nd Palm Sunday – 9:30am – Palm Sunday Parade (meet by the front steps) 
    10:30am – Palm Sunday Worship 
April 6th Maundy Thursday – 7:00pm – Maundy Thursday Worship with Communion 
April 7th Good Friday – 7:00pm – Good Friday Worship 
April 9th EASTER – 10:30am – EASTER Worship with spectacular music! 

Please invite family, friends, and neighbors to these meaningful services! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lent Worship Series: “SOUL-ful Living for SOUL-ful People” 
 

S – Stone Catchers – John 8:1-11 

O – Outcast Oriented – Matthew 25:31-40 

U – Unburdened – Matthew 7:1-12 

L – Loving – Mark 12:28-34 

 

St. Paul’s Ministries ~ Week of March 19, 2023 
 

Sunday, March 26 –5th Sunday in Lent    Thursday, March 30 
10:30am – Worship/Children’s Faith Activities   6:00pm – Festival Chimes rehearsal-Bell Room 

11:30am – Fellowship Time in Memorial Room   7:15pm – Chancel Choir rehearsal-Dining Room 

          7:00pm – Interfaith Community Dinner at 

          Al Huda Islamic Center 

Monday, March 27       
7:15pm – Lenten Study – ZOOM    Friday, March 31 – Church Offices Closed  

     

Tuesday, March 28      Sunday, April 2 – PALM  SUNDAY 

11:00am – Fiber Arts Group-Memorial Room    9:30am – Palm Sunday Parade 

        10:30am – Worship  

Wednesday, March 29       Children’s Faith Activities 

10:00am – Staff Meeting-ZOOM 
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