Saint Paul’s United Methodist Church
Sunday, June 1st, 2025 — 10:30 AM Service \ f’

Seventh Sunday of Easter — Ascension Sunday

We welcome you, trusting that this time of worship will open our hearts to experience the Spirit’s movement among us.
Together, we seek peace, health, and wholeness as we gather in God’s presence.
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-728210. Movie
and video permission with CVLI License #504298777.

*Indicates a standing portion of the service. Please stand as you are able.

Gathering as The Beloved Community

Gathering Music “There is No Greater Love” Molly MacMillan, piano
by Isham Jones/Marty Symes

Greeting & Welcome Rev. Beckie Sweet, senior pastor

*Sharing Love and Peace with All

Centering Music “Anthem” Molly MacMillan, piano
by Benny Andersson, Tim Rice, and Bjorn Ulvaeus

*Call to Worship

A new day has begun!
Hope wins!
A fresh start is granted!
Faith wins!
Today you have the opportunity to do something new.
Hope wins!
Christ is entering your life in a new way.
Faith wins!
Come, let us worship God, who is inviting us into life in a new way,
A way that transcends death, a way of hope and faith.
Love wins! Let us worship Christ, who overcame death to give us new life!

*Singing Together “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” UMH #155
Encountering God Through the Word

Scripture Reading Luke 24: 44-53 (NSRVue) Jane Zimmer

44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be
fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and he said to them,
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day 47 and
that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning
from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And see, I am sending upon you what my
Father promised, so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”

50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 5t While he
was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped
him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and they were continually in the temple blessing
God.



Acts 1:6-11 (NRSVue)

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the
kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set
by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he
had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While
he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by
them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

Hear What the Spirit is saying to the Church!

Thanks be to God!
A Message for All God’s Children
Special Music “Risen Indeed” Chancel Choir
by Alan Pote
Message “The Ascension Window” Rev. Beckie Sweet

Responding with Joy and Generosity

*Hymn of Response “Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies” UMH #173

Update from the Finance Committee Pat Woodworth

Offering Our Gifts to God

Offertory “Mercy, Mercy, Mercy” Molly MacMillan, piano
by Joe Zawinal

Sacrament of Holy Communion

The Great Thanksgiving

May the God of resurrection be with you!
And also with you!
People of God, exult before the Lord!
We lift our hearts to the One who showers us with grace which never ends.
Sing to the One who blesses us, Beloved.
Glad songs of thanksgiving are offered forever.
\ A A4
So with those who always keep an eye on you, And with those who look around wondering
if anyone will notice their presence, we rejoice in your gracious presence:
sHoly, holy, holy are you, God of all grace.
All creation sings aloud songs to you.
Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is the One who will come again. Hosanna in the highest!
\ A A4
As we remember Christ’s life and ministry, as we rejoice in the hope which is ours in Christ,
we celebrate that mystery called faith:

Christ died, that we would know that sin is death;
Christ was raised, so we would know what new life is;
Christ will come again, in the same way he went into heaven.
yeyvy
And at the Great Wedding Feast of the Lamb, we will gather around your abundant table,
Our siblings who suffered for you on one side and those who humbled themselves on the other,



we will join hands, hearts, and voices in forever singing your glad praises,
God in Community, Holy in One. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Invitation to Christ’s Table

Sharing the Bread and Cup

All are invited and welcome to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion.
The common bread is gluten free and vegan.
The common cup contains no sugar added juice.
If you are unable to come forward, the elements may be brought to you at your seat.

Prayer After Communion

Going Forth to Serve and Bless

*Closing Hymn “I'll Fly Away” FWS #2282
Announcements
*Dismissal with Blessing

*Postlude “Cross Current” Molly MacMillan, piano
by Lennie Tristano

For Prayer Chain Requests, confidential concerns seen only by those who participate in the Prayer Chain,
please contact Pastor Beckie at pastor@stpaulsithaca.org.

Prayer Requests: Andrea Downing Zheng and family); Larry Roberts; Mary and Matthew Boardman. Pray
for healing within the United Methodist Church as we live into the new reality of being a fully inclusive
denomination.

Prayer requests will be published in the bulletin for four weeks. If you would like someone to remain on the list,
contact Jami Breedlove-Crouch at lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org or 607-269- 5509. Please remember that we
also need permission from the person listed.

St. Paul’s Ministries ~ Week of June 1st, 2025

Sunday, June 1st Thursday, June 5th

10:30am — Worship with Communion - Sanctuary 7:15pm — Chancel Choir rehearsal — Dining Room
11:30am — Coffee/Fellowship Time — Memorial Room

12:00pm — Small Group Start Up Conversation —

Memorial Room

12:00pm — Outdoor Workday - Playground

Monday, June 2nd Friday, June 6th
Church offices closed
Tuesday, June 3rd Saturday, June 7th

10:00am — Fiber Arts Group — Durham Room
7:00pm — Church Council & Special Charge Conference
— Memorial Room

Wednesday, June 4th Sunday, June 8th
9:00am — Newsletter Mailing — Memorial Room 10:30am — Worship - Sanctuary
10:00am — Staff Meeting - ZOOM 11:30am — Pastor Beckie’s Reception — Memorial

Room



mailto:pastor@stpaulsithaca.org

Children and Worship — Children are always welcome in worship! To help keep small hands busy,
we have books and toys on the black cart near the main sanctuary door. Children ages 4-11 are
tnvited to join “Justice Explorers” when it resumes in September.

Small Group Start Up Discussion This Sunday
Don't miss the small-group start-up conversation that the Lay Leadership Team will be hosting in the
Memorial Room from 12-1pm following services this Sunday June 15t from 12-1pm. We’'ll touch
on small-group history, hopes, guidelines, and opportunities at St. Paul’s. Questions? Contact Karen
Kaufmann at tunafiki@tweny.rr.com.

Special Charge Conference This Tuesday
The SPUM Church Council will be holding a Special Charge Conference as a part of its scheduled
meeting this Tuesday, June 3 at 7:00 pm. The only agenda item for the Charge Conference will
be to set new figures for the Pastor's Compensation. Because it is a Charge Conference, only elected
members of the Church Council will be voting.

OAM Welcomes Summer with June 10t Picnic
The Older Adult Ministry (OAM) team invites you to usher in summer with a “Bring-Your-
Own-Lunch” picnic at the small pavilion in Stewart Park on Tuesday, June 10, 12-2pm. Kirk
Smith will share information about The Gayogoh6:no? (Guy-yo-KO-no) Indigenous people of the
Cayuga Lake region based on a brief history written by Kurt Jordan, Director of Cornell’s American
Indian and Indigenous Studies Program. Please note: the date given on the recent Evite was
incorrect, but you can still use it to respond if you're able to make it on the correct date above. You
can also contact the church office if you would like to attend.

Our Staff

Rev. Rebekah (Pastor Beckie) Sweet / Senior Pastor / pastor@stpaulsithaca.org
Jami Breedlove-Crouch / Loving Care Ministries Coordinator /
lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org
Deirdre Levine / Church Administrative Assistant & Communications /
office@stpaulsithaca.org
Michelle Eells / Business & Building Ministries Coordinator / business@stpaulsithaca.org
Maia Finkel / Choral and Ensembles Director / choirdirector@stpaulsithaca.org
Molly MacMillan / Pianist / pianist@stpaulsithaca.org
David Kingsley / Technical Director / dkingsley@stpaulsithaca.org
Dorothy Preston / Festival Chimes Director / dpreston@stpaulsithaca.org
Sue Orzel / Custodian
“St. Paul’s is a compassionate community led and transformed by the Spirit.”

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, A Reconciling Congregation
402 North Aurora Street, Ithaca, NY
Find us at www.stpaulsithaca.org, Facebook and
Church Office Hours are 9:00 AM-12:00 PM Sunday — Thursday
Office Phone: 607-273-5971 Pastoral Care Phone: 607-269-5509
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All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name
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MUSIC: James Ellor, 1838



Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies

IN PRAISE OF CHRIST
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2282 I'll Fly Away
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1. Some glad morn-ing when this life is o’er,

2. When the shad-ows of this life have gone,
3. Just a few more wea - ry days and then,
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Il fly a-way. ru fly a-way, O glo-ry,
fly a-way, fly a-way. fly a-way,
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fly a-way,

fly a-way.

in the morn-ing.

When I die, hal-le-

WORDS: Albert E. Brumley (Isa. 55:6; 2 Cor. 5:8)
MUSIC:  Albert E. Brumley

© 1932, renewed 1960 Albert E. Brumley & Sons, admin. by Integrated Copyright Group

VLLFLY AWAY
94.94 with Refrain






