
 

 

       

 Saint Paul’s United Methodist Church 
 Sunday, June 8th, 2025 – 10:30 AM Service 
                    

 PENTECOST 
 

 
 

 

We welcome you, trusting that this time of worship will open our hearts to experience the Spirit’s movement among us. 
Together, we seek peace, health, and wholeness as we gather in God’s presence. 

 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-728210. Movie 
and video permission with CVLI License #504298777. 

 

*Indicates a standing portion of the service. Please stand as you are able. 

 

Gathering as The Beloved Community 

Gathering Music  “The Great Reversal” Molly MacMillan, piano 
 by Nicky Chiswell 

Greeting & Welcome  Rev. Beckie Sweet, senior pastor   

*Sharing Love and Peace with All 

Centering Music Improvisation Molly MacMillan, piano 

*Call to Worship  

           Come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 Come and move in and through us. 
  Whispers of hope around the corner of despair; shouts of joy at a graduation: 
 You are around us in every place. 
  The sweet breath of a baby, the remembrances of the elderly: 
 You speak to us through every person. 
  Soft breezes on a summer’s day; bitter winds through frozen trees: 
 You are with us in every season. 
  The gentle lullabies of a parent; the birds twittering us awake: 
 You sing glad songs to us. 
  The sudden rush of newness throwing open our sheltered fears; 
  The gale of justice breaking down the walls of oppression: 
 You sweep us up in your commitment to transform all lives, all places. 
  In every breath, in every song, in every moment, in every tongue: 

Come      Dance      Enflame      Engulf      Transform us! 

*Singing Together  “We Are the Church”  UMH #558 

   Encountering God Through the Word 

Scripture Reading   Acts 2: 1-21 () Elaine Weiss 

2 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each 



 

 

of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the 
Spirit gave them ability. 

 5 Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at 
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 
native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s 
deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this 
mean?” 13 But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow Jews and all 
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not 
drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken 
through the prophet Joel: 

17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
    and your old men shall dream dreams. 
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
    in those days I will pour out my Spirit, 
        and they shall prophesy. 
19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
        blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 
    and the moon to blood, 
        before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

   Hear What the Spirit is saying to the Church! 
   Thanks be to God! 

A Message for All God’s Children 

Special Music            “O Breath of Life” Chancel Choir 
 by Pepper Choplin  

Message “Another Great Reversal”   Rev. Beckie Sweet  

 Responding with Joy and Generosity  

*Hymn of Response “Spirit of God” FWS #2117 

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer  Jami Breedlove-Crouch 

Offering Our Gifts to God 

Offertory “The Underdog” Molly MacMillan, piano 
   by  Dave Frishberg/Al Cohn 
 

*Doxology “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow” UMH #94   



 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 

 Move over these gifts, Great Spirit, and multiply them for your use.  Direct us 
with your power to utilize each gift faithfully that all may be aware of your generous 
and boundless love.  Amen. 

   Going Forth to Serve and Bless 

*Closing Hymn  “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” FWS #2241 

Announcements 

*Dismissal with Blessing 

*Postlude “Invention # 6 in E Major” Molly MacMillan, piano 
   By JS Bach 

   -------PRAYERS------ 

For Prayer Chain Requests, confidential concerns seen only by those who participate in the Prayer Chain, 
please contact Pastor Beckie at pastor@stpaulsithaca.org. 

Prayer Requests: Andrea Downing Zheng and family); Larry Roberts; Mary and Matthew Boardman. Pray 
for healing within the United Methodist Church as we live into the new reality of being a fully inclusive 
denomination. 

Prayer requests will be published in the bulletin for four weeks. If you would like someone to remain on the list, 
contact Jami Breedlove-Crouch at lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org or 607-269- 5509. Please remember that we 
also need permission from the person listed. 

 

 
 

St. Paul’s Ministries ~ Week of June 8th, 2025 

 
Sunday, June 8th - 
10:30am – Worship - Sanctuary 
11:30am – Pastor Beckie’s reception – Downstairs 
Dining Room 
 

Thursday, June 12th 
7:15pm – Chancel Choir rehearsal – Dining Room 

Monday, June 9th 
4:45pm – Lay Leadership Team – ZOOM 
5:30pm – Local & World Missions - ZOOM 
 

Friday, June 13th 
Church offices closed 

Tuesday, June 10th 
11:30am – OAM Picnic – Stewart Park Small Pavilion 
6:00pm – Finance Meeting – ZOOM 
7:15pm – Trustees Meeting - ZOOM 
 

Saturday, June 14th 
 

Wednesday, June 11th 

6:00pm – Summer Sing Rehearsals – Dining Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Sunday, June 15th – Father’s Day – Trinity 
Sunday –  
10:30am – Worship  - Sanctuary – Peace with 
Justice Offering 
11:30am – Coffee/Fellowship Time – Memorial 
Room 
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Children and Worship – Children are always welcome in worship! To help keep small hands busy, 
we have books and toys on the black cart near the main sanctuary door. Children ages 4-11 are 
invited to join “Justice Explorers” when it resumes in September. 

Reception to Honor Pastor Beckie Following Today’s Service 
Please plan to attend a special reception being held after worship today to honor Pastor Beckie as she leaves St. 
Paul’s and retires from 42 years of ministry. There will be hearty snacks, beverages, and of course, cake!  There 
will also be ample opportunity for expressions of gratitude and farewell wishes. Please note that next Sunday, 
June 15, is Pastor Beckie’s final service leading worship at St. Paul’s! 

Peace with Justice Special Offering Next Sunday 
The UMC uses this day to speak out for peace and justice. Our social commitment calls us to love our 
enemies, seek justice, and serve as peacemakers in times of conflict. 50% of the offering stays in our 
Conference to enhance and support local ministries. The other half of the offering supports national 
and international peacemaking ministries and grants (like the one we received to underwrite the 
Witness to Injustice Blanket exercise). Please give generously if you can! Checks should be made out to 
“SPUMC” with “Peace with Justice” in the Memo line. 

Batter Up! 

Baseball season has arrived, and that means only one thing: it’s time for “United Methodist Night” at 
Syracuse’s NBT Stadium. First up? The Syracuse Mets vs. the Omaha Storm Chasers on Thursday, 
July 25 at 6:35pm. Tickets are $18 a piece. If you’re interested in attending, please contact Jami 
Breedlove-Crouch at lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org. Checks should be made out to SPUMC” with 
“Baseball Game” in the memo line. Checks must be in by Monday, June 30. 
 
 
                    
 
 
 

 
 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, A Reconciling Congregation 
402 North Aurora Street, Ithaca, NY 

 

Find us at www.stpaulsithaca.org, Facebook and  

Church Office Hours are 9:00 AM-12:00 PM Sunday – Thursday 

Office Phone: 607-273-5971 Pastoral Care Phone: 607-269-5509 

Our Staff 
Rev. Rebekah (Pastor Beckie) Sweet / Senior Pastor / pastor@stpaulsithaca.org 

Jami Breedlove-Crouch / Loving Care Ministries Coordinator / lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org 

Deirdre Levine / Church Administrative Assistant & Communications / office@stpaulsithaca.org 

Michelle Eells / Business & Building Ministries Coordinator / business@stpaulsithaca.org 

Maia Finkel / Choral and Ensembles Director / choirdirector@stpaulsithaca.org 

Molly MacMillan / Pianist / pianist@stpaulsithaca.org 

David Kingsley / Technical Director / dkingsley@stpaulsithaca.org 

Dorothy Preston / Festival Chimes Director / dpreston@stpaulsithaca.org 

Sue Orzel / Custodian 

“St. Paul’s is a compassionate community led and transformed by the Spirit.” 
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