
 

 

       

Saint Paul’s United Methodist Church 
Sunday, June 15thth, 2025 – 10:30 AM Service 

                    

Trinity Sunday – Peace with Justice (offering) 
 

 
 

 

We welcome you, trusting that this time of worship will open our hearts to experience the Spirit’s movement among us. 
Together, we seek peace, health, and wholeness as we gather in God’s presence. 

 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-728210. Movie 
and video permission with CVLI License #504298777. 

 

*Indicates a standing portion of the service. Please stand as you are able. 

 

Gathering as The Beloved Community 

Gathering Music  “Tell Me a Bedtime Story” Molly MacMillan, piano 
 by  Herbie Hancock 

Greeting & Welcome  Rev. Beckie Sweet, senior pastor   

*Sharing Love and Peace with All 

Centering Music “Blessing” Chancel Choir 
 by Katie Moran Bart 

*Call to Worship  

           Let us worship the Triune God. 
 Let us worship the One who spoke in the beginning 
 And created something out of nothing. 
  Let us worship the Triune God. 
 Let us worship the One who took on the clothing of humanity 
 To set those who were oppressed free. 
  Let us worship the Triune God. 
 Let us worship the One whose Spirit rests continually upon us, 
 Calling us from sorrow-filled endings to bright new beginnings. 

*Singing Together  “Holy, Holy, Holy”  UMH #64 

   Encountering God Through the Word 

Scripture Reading   Romans 5: 1-5 (MEV) Pat Woodworth 

  Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 2 through whom we also have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and so we 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also boast in tribulation, knowing that 
tribulation produces patience, 4 patience produces character, and character produces hope. 5 And 
hope does not disappoint, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit 
who has been given to us. 



 

 

   John 16:12-15 (CEV, adapted RBS) 

  [Jesus said,] 12 “I have much more to say to you, but right now it would be more than you could 
understand. 13  The Spirit shows what is true and will come and guide you into the full truth. The 
Spirit doesn't speak on its own. But the Spirit will tell you only what has been heard from me, and 
will let you know what is going to happen. 14 The Spirit will bring glory to me by taking my message 
and telling it to you. 15 Everything the Creator has is mine. This is why I have said that the Spirit 
takes my message and tells it to you. 

   Hear What the Spirit is saying to the Church! 
   Thanks be to God! 

A Message for All God’s Children 

Special Music            “The Lord Bless and Keep You” Chancel Choir 
 by John Rutter   

Message “God’s Love Poured into Our Hearts”   Rev. Beckie Sweet  

 Responding with Joy and Generosity  

*Hymn of Response “There’s Within My Heart a Melody” UMH # 380 

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer  Jami Breedlove-Crouch 

Offering Our Gifts to God 

Please designate your special offering for “Peace with Justice” 

Offertory “Love Makes the World Go Round” Molly MacMillan, piano 
   by Bob Merrill  

*Doxology “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow” UMH #94   

*Prayer of Dedication 

 As we offer our gifts to you, Gracious God, remind us that we are called to serve in 
all the places where we will find you – at the entrances to broken neighborhoods, on 
the heights of despair, in the valleys of injustice, at the crossroads of poverty and 
hunger. In all those places, may we offer not only our treasures, but our lives as well. 
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

   Going Forth to Serve and Bless 

*Closing Hymn  “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” UMH # 664 

Announcements 

Liturgy for Departing Pastor 

I thank you, the members and friends of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, for the love and 
support you have shown me and my family while I have ministered among you.  I am grateful for 
the ways my leadership has been accepted.  I ask forgiveness for the mistakes I have made.  As I 
leave, I carry with me all that I have learned here. 



 

 

We receive your thankfulness, offer forgiveness, and accept that you now leave 
to retire.  We express our gratitude for your time among us.  We ask your forgiveness 
for our mistakes.  Your influence on our faith and faithfulness 
will not leave with your departure. 

I accept your gratitude and forgiveness, and I forgive you, trusting that our time together and our 
parting are pleasing to God.  I release you from turning to me and depending on me. 
I encourage your continuing ministry here and will pray for you and for your new pastor, Rev. 
Alicia Wood. 

*Dismissal with Blessing 

*Postlude “The Lord Bless & Keep You” Molly MacMillan, piano 
   by Peter Lutkin 

   -------PRAYERS------ 

For Prayer Chain Requests, confidential concerns seen only by those who participate in the Prayer Chain, 
please contact Pastor Beckie at pastor@stpaulsithaca.org. 

Prayer Requests: Andrea Downing Zheng and family); Larry Roberts; Mary and Matthew Boardman. Pray 
for healing within the United Methodist Church as we live into the new reality of being a fully inclusive 
denomination. 

Prayer requests will be published in the bulletin for four weeks. If you would like someone to remain on the list, 
contact Jami Breedlove-Crouch at lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org or 607-269- 5509. Please remember that we 
also need permission from the person listed. 
 
 

 
 

St. Paul’s Ministries ~ Week of June 15th, 2025 

 
Sunday, June 15th -Father’s Day & Trinity Sunday 
10:30am – Worship - Sanctuary 
11:30am – Coffee/Fellowship Time – Memorial Room 
 
 

Thursday, June 19th - Juneteenth 
Church offices closed in honor of Juneteenth 
6:00pm – Chancel Choir Pot Luck Dinner – 
Memorial Room 

Monday, June 16th 
 
 

Friday, June 20th 
Church offices closed 

Tuesday, June 17th 
10:00am – Fiber Arts Group – Durham Room 
 

Saturday, June 21st 
 

Wednesday, June 18th 
6:00pm – Summer Sing Rehearsals - DR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Sunday, June 22nd 
10:30am – Worship  - Sanctuary 
11:30am – Coffee/Fellowship Time – Memorial 
Room 
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Children and Worship – Children are always welcome in worship! To help keep small hands busy, 
we have books and toys on the black cart near the main sanctuary door. Children ages 4-11 are 
invited to join “Justice Explorers” when it resumes in September. 

Batter Up! 

Baseball season has arrived, and that means only one thing: it’s time for “United Methodist Night” at 
Syracuse’s NBT Stadium. First up? The Syracuse Mets vs. the Omaha Storm Chasers on Thursday, 
July 25th at 6:35pm. Tickets are $18 a piece. If you’re interested in attending, please contact Jami 
Breedlove-Crouch at lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org. Checks should be made out to SPUMC” with 
“Baseball Game” in the memo line. Checks must be in by Monday, June 30th. 

Yard and Bake Sale to Benefit FMSC Ithaca MobilePack 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints will be hosting a charity yard and bake sale on June 
21st from 8:30am-1:oopm to benefit “Feed My Starving Children” Ithaca MobilePack. In addition 
to a pancake breakfast, there will be baked goods, furniture, toys, antiques, and more for sale. If you 
have items you’d like to donate or simply want further info, contact IMPyardsale@gmail.com or 
Ithacamobilepack.org. The sale is being held at 114 Burleigh Drive in Ithaca. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, A Reconciling Congregation 

402 North Aurora Street, Ithaca, NY 
 

Find us at www.stpaulsithaca.org, Facebook and  

Church Office Hours are 9:00 AM-12:00 PM Sunday – Thursday 

Office Phone: 607-273-5971 Pastoral Care Phone: 607-269-5509 

Our Staff 
Rev. Rebekah (Pastor Beckie) Sweet / Senior Pastor / pastor@stpaulsithaca.org 

Jami Breedlove-Crouch / Loving Care Ministries Coordinator / lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org 

Deirdre Levine / Church Administrative Assistant & Communications / office@stpaulsithaca.org 

Michelle Eells / Business & Building Ministries Coordinator / business@stpaulsithaca.org 

Maia Finkel / Choral and Ensembles Director / choirdirector@stpaulsithaca.org 

Molly MacMillan / Pianist / pianist@stpaulsithaca.org 

David Kingsley / Technical Director / dkingsley@stpaulsithaca.org 

Dorothy Preston / Festival Chimes Director / dpreston@stpaulsithaca.org 

Sue Orzel / Custodian 

“St. Paul’s is a compassionate community led and transformed by the Spirit.” 
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