
 

 

Saint Paul’s United Methodist Church 

“A Compassionate Community Led  

and Transformed by the Spirit.” 

Sunday, August 3rd, 2025 - 10:30 AM Service 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 

 

We welcome you, trusting that this time of worship will open our hearts to experience the Spirit’s movement among us. 
Together, we seek peace, health, and wholeness as we gather in God’s presence. 

 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-728210. Movie and 
video permission with CVLI License #504298777. 

 

*Indicates a standing portion of the service. Please stand as you are able. 

 

Gathering as The Beloved Community 

Gathering Music “I Feel Something Dawning on Me” Molly MacMillan, piano 
 by William H. Brewster 

Greeting & Welcome  Pastor Alicia Wood 

*Sharing Love and Peace with All 

Centering Music “Open Your Eyes, You Can Fly” Molly MacMillan, vocals 
                                                                         by Chick Corea    Alejandro Bernard-Papacryssanthou 
  piano 

*Call to Worship (in unison) 
Creating God, 
you called forth all that exists 
in a moment of divine brilliance. 
Open us again to that spark which you ignited 
in each of us at our creation 
so that we might generate more life-giving energy in this world. 
Draw us into your story of hope. 
Give us the courage to dream. 
Amen. 

*Singing Together                  “God Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens” UMH #150 

A Message for All God’s Children  Pastor Alicia Wood 

Special Music                                       “Center of My Joy”   Alejandro Bernard-Papacryssanthou 
                                                                  by Richard Smallwood  vocals 
  Molly MacMillan, piano 

Encountering God Through the Word 

Contemporary Reading “There is a Vitality” David McElrath 
 by Martha Graham 

“There is a vitality, a life-force, an energy, a quickening, 
that is translated through you into action. 

And because there is only one of you in all of time, this expression is unique 
And if you block it… the world will not have it. 

It is not your business to determine how good it is, nor how valuable nor how it compares with other 
expressions 

It is your business to keep it yours clearly and directly, to keep the channel open… 



 

 

whether you choose to take an art class, keep a journal, record your dreams, dance your story 
or live each day from your own creative source. 

Above all else, keep the channel open!” 

Scripture Reading Luke 4: 13-21 (CEB) David McElrath 

Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news about him spread throughout the whole 
countryside. He taught in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.  
Jesus went to Nazareth, where he had been raised. On the Sabbath he went to the synagogue as he 
normally did and stood up to read. The synagogue assistant gave him the scroll from the prophet Isaiah. 
He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it is written: 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because the Lord has anointed me. 

He has sent me to preach the good news to the poor, 
to proclaim the release of prisoners, 

and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to liberate the oppressed, 

and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. 
He rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the synagogue assistant, and sat down. Every eye in the synagogue 
was fixed on him. He began to explain to them, “Today, this scripture has been fulfilled as you heard it.” 
       Hear What the Spirit is Saying to the Church!  

 Thanks be to God! 

Message  Pastor Alicia Wood 

Responding with Joy and Generosity 

*Hymn of Response “Be Thou My Vision” UMH #451 

Prayers of the People  Jami Breedlove-Crouch 

Offering Our Gifts to God 

Offertory “Gentle Rain” Molly MacMillan, alto recorder 
   by Louis Bonfa Alejandro Bernard-Papacryssanthou, piano 

Doxology “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” UMH #94 

Prayer of Dedication  Pastor Alicia Wood 

   Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Holy Holy Creating God! Holy Holy Creating God! 
Everywhere we see your glory! Everywhere we see your glory! 

Blessed are they who are drawn in. Blessed are they who are drawn in. 
Singing the heart song of love! Singing the heart song of love! 

Your creativity knows no bounds and in the fullness of time 
you came to us fashioned in our own flesh and blood. 

In sending Jesus you created human and holy connection 
and showed us what love looks like in public: 

preaching good news to the poor, 
proclaiming release to the captives 

recovering sight to the blind, 
setting at liberty those who are oppressed. 

Jesus promised to continue this work 
through a new covenant of creativity– 

sending his Spirit to remain and move in and through us. 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, 
he took bread, gave thanks to you, 



 

 

broke the bread, 
gave it to his disciples, and said: 

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 

When the supper was over, he took the cup, 
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

“Drink from this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 

poured out for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.” 

And so, what shall we do? 

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us in this moment 
so that we might know your presence and power in our lives. 

Make us one so that we can co-create your reign on earth as it is in heaven. 
Let this bread and fruit of the vine fill us with your Spirit 

for the work and play of loving creation and each other fully.  
Amen! 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Invitation to Christ’s Table 

Sharing the Bread and Cup 

All are invited and welcome to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion. 
The common bread is gluten free and vegan. 

The common cup contains no sugar added juice. 
If you are unable to come forward, the elements may be brought to you at your seat. 

Prayer After Communion 

   Going Forth to Serve and Bless 

*Closing Hymn  “Loving Spirit”  FWS #2123 

Announcements 

*Dismissal with Blessing 

*Postlude “Solfeggio” Molly MacMillan, piano 
   by J.C.F Bach 
 
    St. Paul’s Ministries ~ Week of August 3rd, 2025 

Sunday, August 3rd 
10:30am – Worship with Communion  - Sanctuary 
11:30am – Coffee & Fellowship Time – Memorial Room 
 

Thursday, August 7th 
 

Monday, August 4th 
 
 

Friday, August 8th 
Church offices closed 

Tuesday, August 5th 
10:00am – Staff Meeting - ZOOM 

Saturday, August 9th 
 
 

Wednesday, August 6th 
6:30pm – Commemoration of Dropping the A Bomb – 
DeWitt Park 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, August 10th 
10:30am – Worship - Sanctuary 
11:30am – Coffee & Fellowship Time – Memorial 
Room 
 
 
 
 



 

 

                                                                          -------PRAYERS------ 

For Prayer Chain Requests, confidential concerns seen only by those who participate in the Prayer Chain, 
please contact Jami Breedlove-Crouch at: lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org. 

Prayer Requests: Ruth Lovelace; Andrea Downing Zheng and family; Larry Roberts; Mary and Matthew 
Boardman. Pray for healing within the United Methodist Church as we live into the new reality of being a fully 
inclusive denomination. 

Prayer requests will be published in the bulletin for four weeks. If you would like someone to remain on the list, 
contact Jami Breedlove-Crouch at lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org or 607-269- 5509. Please remember that we also 
need permission from the person listed. 

Children and Worship – Children are always welcome in worship! To help keep small hands busy, we have 
books and toys on the black cart near the main sanctuary door. Children ages 4-11 are invited to attend 
“Faith Explorers,” which will resume in September. 

“Ask the Pastor” – Lunch and Conversation, Sunday Aug. 17th 
Want to know more about our new Pastor Alicia? For example: What’s her favorite summertime activity?  What 
keeps her up at night?  Better yet, what are your questions? Stay after church on Sunday, August 17 and join 
Pastor Alicia for lunch and conversation in the downstairs (air conditioned!) dining room from 12-1:30pm. A 
light lunch (sandwich fixings, veggies, sweets) will be provided by the Lay Leadership Team.  No need to make a 
reservation;  just come—and don’t forget your questions! Hope to see you there. 

Concert for a Good Cause 
Rock Voices, a rock music chorus (featuring our very own Jackson Robinson) will be giving a concert to raise 
money for the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation on Saturday, August 16th at 7pm  at the First Unitarian Society (306 
N. Aurora St., Ithaca). This year they'll be singing all "One Hit Wonders," so if you haven't heard A-Ha's "Take on 
Me" or Bobby Day's "Rockin' Robin" for awhile, you might want to check out this show! Tickets available at the 
door and at Eventbrite Tickets: @20/$15/$10 (Children 12 and under are free). Further info at 
www.Rockvoices.com. 

Commemoration of Dropping the Atomic Bomb This Wednesdsay 
 The Ithaca Catholic Worker and the Society of Friends (Quakers) invite you to a gathering in DeWitt Park (102 E. 
Court Street) this Wednesday, August 6th at 6:30pm to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the bombings 
of Hiroshima (Aug.6th, 1945) and Nagasaki (Aug. 9th, 1945). There will be prayer, song, silent reflection, and 
sharing. The gathering is to remember, to ask for forgiveness, to work for nuclear abolition, and to pass on our 
desire for peace for future generations. Arrive at 5:30 PM to make origami peace cranes and posters.  Bring a chair 
if you would like. 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, A Reconciling Congregation 
402 North Aurora Street, Ithaca, NY 

Find us at www.stpaulsithaca.org, Facebook and Instagram 
Church Office Hours are 9:00 AM-12:00 PM Sunday – Thursday 

Office Phone: 607-273-5971 Pastoral Care Phone: 607-269-5509 

Our Staff 
Rev. Alicia (Pastor Alicia) Wood / Senior Pastor / pastor@stpaulsithaca.org 

Jami Breedlove-Crouch / Loving Care Ministries Coordinator / 

lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org 

Dee Levine / Church Administrative Assistant & Communications / office@stpaulsithaca.org 

Michelle Eells / Business & Building Ministries Coordinator / business@stpaulsithaca.org 

Maia Finkel / Choral and Ensembles Director / choirdirector@stpaulsithaca.org 

Molly MacMillan / Pianist / pianist@stpaulsithaca.org 

David Kingsley / Technical Director / dkingsley@stpaulsithaca.org 

Dorothy Preston / Festival Chimes Director / dpreston@stpaulsithaca.org 

Sue Orzel / Custodian 
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