
 

 

Saint Paul’s United Methodist Church 

“A Compassionate Community Led and Transformed by the Spirit.” 

    Sunday, September 7th, 2025 - 10:30 AM Service 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 

 

We welcome you, trusting that this time of worship will open our hearts to experience the Spirit’s movement 
among us. Together, we seek peace, health, and wholeness as we gather in God’s presence. 

 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-728210. 
Movie and video permission with CVLI License #504298777. 

 

*Indicates a standing portion of the service. Please stand as you are able. 

 

Gathering as The Beloved Community 

Gathering Music Improvisation Molly MacMillan, piano 
  
Greetings and Welcome                                                                                    Pastor Alicia Wood  

*Sharing Love and Peace with All 

Centering Music “God Knows My Name”  Molly MacMillan, piano & vocal 
 by Jason Bradley Deford 

*Call to Worship (in unison) 

Wherever you go, from the top of the highest mountain or into the deep abysses of the earth, 
God knows you. 
Wherever we go, God knows our name. 
Whatever you do, from the time you wake up until you lay your head down again, God knows 
you. 
Whatever we do, God knows our name. 
However you live, from your inner thoughts to your public acts and everything in between, God 
knows you. 
However we live, God knows our name. 
We gather to worship God, who loves us, knows us, and calls us by name. 
We gather to worship God, for we are fearfully and wonderfully made by God who 
knows our name! 
Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, March 2025. 

*Singing Together                  “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry” FWS #2051 

A Message for All God’s Children   Pastor Alicia Wood 

Special Music                      “All the Diamonds”  Maia Finkel, vocals & guitar 
 by Bruce Coburn  John Marohn, vocals & guitar 

Encountering God Through the Word 
 
Scripture Reading Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18 (CEB)  Holly Mathison        
                                                       



 

 

Lord, you have examined me. 
    You know me. 
2 You know when I sit down and when I stand up. 
    Even from far away, you comprehend my plans. 
3 You study my traveling and resting. 
    You are thoroughly familiar with all my ways. 
4 There isn’t a word on my tongue, Lord, 
    that you don’t already know completely. 
5 You surround me—front and back. 
    You put your hand on me. 
6 That kind of knowledge is too much for me; 
    it’s so high above me that I can’t reach it. 

13 You are the one who created my innermost parts; 
    you knit me together while I was still in my mother’s womb. 
14 I give thanks to you that I was marvelously set apart. 
    Your works are wonderful—I know that very well. 
15 My bones weren’t hidden from you 
    when I was being put together in a secret place, 
    when I was being woven together in the deep parts of the earth. 
16 Your eyes saw my embryo, 
    and on your scroll every day was written that was being formed for me,  
    before any one of them had yet happened.  
17 God, your plans are incomprehensible to me! 
    Their total number is countless! 
18 If I tried to count them—they outnumber grains of sand! 
    If I came to the very end—I’d still be with you.  

   Hear What the Spirit is Saying to the Church!  
 Thanks be to God! 

Message  “Woven”  Pastor Alicia Wood 

 Responding with Joy and Generosity 

*Hymn of Response                              “One Bread, One Body”                                     UMH #620                                                                              

Offering Our Gifts to God 

Offertory “More Than Words” Molly MacMillan, piano 
    by Nuno Bettancourt/Gary Cherone  

*Prayer of Dedication   

Tender and knowing God, you have searched us and known us—every thought, every fear, every 
hope that stirs within. You wove us together with care, claiming us before we could speak your 
name. Receive these gifts, offered not from perfection but from hearts seeking you. Use them to 
shape a world more reflective of your love and shape us, too, into a people more open, more 
generous, more faithful. May our giving become a response to your knowing and our generosity 
a reflection of your grace. In the name of the one who knows us still. Amen.  

Holy Communion  See Insert 



 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Invitation to Christ’s Table 

Sharing the Bread and Cup 

All are invited and welcome to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion. 
The common bread is gluten free and vegan. 

The common cup contains no sugar added juice. 
If you are unable to come forward, the elements may be brought to you at your seat. 

Prayer Following Holy Communion Jami Breedlove-Crouch 

   Going Forth to Serve and Bless 

*Closing Hymn  “Guide My Feet”  FWS #2208 

Announcements 

*Dismissal with Blessing 

*Postlude “Allemand from ‘English Suite IV’” Molly MacMillan, piano 
    by J.S. Bach 

 
 

St. Paul’s Ministries ~ Week of September 7th, 2025 

Sunday, September 7th 
10:30am – Worship w/Communion  - Sanctuary 
11:30am – Coffee/Fellowship Time – Memorial Room 
11:45am – Faith Explorers Planning Picnic – Dining 
Room 
 
 

Thursday, September 11th 
5:30pm – Local & World Missions meeting - ZOOM 
6:00pm – Festival Chimes Rehearsal – Bell Choir 
Room 
7:15pm – Chancel Choir Rehearsal – Dining Room 

Monday, September 8th 
4:45pm – Lay Leadership Team - ZOOM 
 

Friday, September 12th 
Church offices closed 

Tuesday, September 9th 
10:00am – Crafters Group – Durham Room 
6:00pm – Finance Meeting – ZOOM 
7:15pm – Trustees - ZOOM 

Saturday, September 13th 
 
 

Wednesday, September 10th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Sunday, September 14 
10:30am – Worship - Sanctuary 
11:30am – Coffee/Fellowship Time – Memorial 
Room 
11:45am – Faith Explorers Fall Family Gathering - 
Parsonage 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 

   -------PRAYERS------ 

For Prayer Chain Requests, confidential concerns seen only by those who participate in the 
Prayer Chain, please contact Jami Breedlove-Crouch at: lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org. 

Prayer Requests: Linda Yetter; William Deming (nephew of Melissa Gould); Ruth Lovelace; 
Andrea Downing Zheng and family; Larry Roberts; Mary and Matthew Boardman. Pray for 
healing within the United Methodist Church as we live into the new reality of being a fully 
inclusive denomination. 

Prayer requests will be published in the bulletin for four weeks. If you would like someone to 
remain on the list, contact Jami Breedlove-Crouch at lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org or 607-269- 
5509. Please remember that we also need permission from the person listed. 
 

Flowers This Week Are A Gift From Linda Wintje In Honor of William 
Torres 

 

OAM Dinner This Tuesday 
The St. Paul’s Older Adult Ministry (OAM) team invites you to join them this Tuesday, Sept. 9 
from 4-6pm in the Community Room at Library Place (Corner of Cayuga & Court Street-Use 
Cayuga St. entrance) for a light sandwich supper and to learn about the many activities and 
opportunities at Lifelong. A tour of Library Place will be offered after the program. Free parking 
is available in the Lifelong parking lot. Today is the last day to RSVP! See Dee in the church 
office if you’d like to attend.  

 
"Crafters" Group Starts This Thursday 

SPUMC's "Crafters" group (formerly known as "Fiber Arts") will  resume meeting on 
Thursdays from 10am-12pm beginning this week on September 11th. Come along to 
the Durham room for some fun and fellowship! All are welcome. 
 
Children and Worship – Children are always welcome in worship! To help keep small hands 
busy, we have books and toys on the black cart near the main sanctuary door. Children ages 
4-11 are invited to attend  “Faith Explorers,” which resumes on September 21st. 

 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, A Reconciling Congregation 

402 North Aurora Street, Ithaca, NY 
Find us at www.stpaulsithaca.org, Facebook and Instagram 

Church Office Hours are 9:00 AM-12:00 PM Sunday – Thursday  
Office Phone: 607-273-5971 Pastoral Care Phone: 607-269-5509 

Our Staff 
Rev. Alicia (Pastor Alicia) Wood / Senior Pastor / pastor@stpaulsithaca.org 

Jami Breedlove-Crouch / Loving Care Ministries Coordinator / lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org 

Dee Levine / Church Administrative Assistant & Communications / office@stpaulsithaca.org 

Michelle Eells / Business & Building Ministries Coordinator / business@stpaulsithaca.org 

Maia Finkel / Choral and Ensembles Director / choirdirector@stpaulsithaca.org 

Molly MacMillan / Pianist / pianist@stpaulsithaca.org 

David Kingsley / Technical Director / dkingsley@stpaulsithaca.org 

Dorothy Preston / Festival Chimes Director / dpreston@stpaulsithaca.org 

Sue Orzel / Custodian 
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