“A Compassionate Community Led and Transformed by the Spirit.”

Saint Paul’s United Methodist Church /
Sunday, October 26th, 2025 - 10:30 AM Service \ #

We welcome you, trusting that this time of worship will open our hearts to experience the Spirit’s movement
among us. Together, we seek peace, health, and wholeness as we gather in God’s presence.
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-728210.
Movie and video permission with CVLI License #504298777.

*Indicates a standing portion of the service. Please stand as you are able.

Gathering as The Beloved Community

Gathering Music “We Belong Together” Molly MacMillan, piano
by Randy Newman

Greetings and Welcome Pastor Alicia Wood
*Sharing Love and Peace with All

Centering Music “Prelude No. 4” Molly MacMillan, piano
by Elvina Pearce

*Call to Worship

The world needs to change, and that can make us want to go to our room and hide.
Because there is so much that needs to be done.

Pain needs to be acknowledged.

Reparations must be made. Justice must be done. That feels like a lot.

And so, we must remember that we are not called to be changemakers on our own.
We are called together.

We are called in community, and we are called alongside people of faith and goodwill around the world.
The world needs to change, but we will not change it alone.

We are called together, and vested with the power of the Holy Spirit.
We are called to follow the way of Jesus.

We are the changemakers, and we are getting ready!

May we be changed by this time of worship! Amen.

*Singing Together “Come We That Love the Lord” UMH #733

Call to Confession Pastor Alicia Wood

We are called to make change together, but working with other people is hard. Let us confess the times
that we have failed to be in community.

Holy One, you are a God of relationships. Hence, the Trinity!

You call us to be in relationship. You call us to be changemakers together.
But all too often, we try to make change on our own.

We say it is because the need is too urgent,

but the truth is, we don’t want to take time to listen to others.

We say it is because we work best alone,

but the truth is, we don’t want to give up control.

We say that we don’t need other people,

but the truth is, we are just afraid to be vulnerable.

All: Forgive us.



For the ways in which we have failed to love others,

and in turn, to love you, we ask your forgiveness.

Forgive us for when we failed to trust.

Forgive us for when we failed to risk vulnerability.

Forgive us, and change us again.

Remake us into the Body of Christ.

Re-member us as one community so that we, together,
can be changemakers in the world. Amen.

Assurance and Peace

Hear this assurance of Good News: Jesus said he would be with us always. This is the nature of the
Divine—we are never alone. The presence of God was made real to humanity through Jesus, and the
Spirit is the Advocate that Jesus said would remain in every breath of our lives and beyond. Made in the
image of this Divine Love, our true nature is to be with and for one another. It is part of who we are, and
we have everything we need to unleash this collaborative spirit.

A Message for All God’s Children Pastor Alicia Wood

Special Music “Walk Together Children” Chancel Choir
by James Weldon Johnson

Encountering God Through the Word

Holy One, help us to hear the Gospel as if for the first time. Josephine Allen
Free us of our self-centeredness, and help us to see how this Good News

is for our wider community and the entire world.

May this story show us the way

to become a compassion-driven changemaker, like Jesus,

in whose name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Luke 10: 1-11 (CEB) Josephine Allen

After these things, the Lord commissioned seventy-two others and sent them on ahead in pairs to every
city and place he was about to go. He said to them, “The harvest is bigger than you can imagine, but there
are few workers. Therefore, plead with the Lord of the harvest to send out workers for his harvest. Go! Be
warned, though, that I'm sending you out as lambs among wolves. Carry no wallet, no bag, and no
sandals. Don’t even greet anyone along the way. Whenever you enter a house, first say, ‘May peace be on
this house.’” If anyone there shares God’s peace, then your peace will rest on that person. If not, your
blessing will return to you. Remain in this house, eating and drinking whatever they set before you, for
workers deserve their pay. Don’t move from house to house. Whenever you enter a city and its people
welcome you, eat what they set before you. Heal the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘God’s kingdom
has come upon you.” Whenever you enter a city and the people don’t welcome you, go out into the streets
and say, ‘As a complaint against you, we brush off the dust of your city that has collected on our feet. But
know this: God’s kingdom has come to you.’

Hear What the Spirit is Saying to the Church!
Thanks be to God!

Message “Collaboration” Pastor Alicia Wood

Responding with Joy and Generosity
*Hymn of Response “In the Midst of New Dimensions” TFWS #2238

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer Karen Kaufmann



Offering Our Gifts to God

Offertory “Laurie” Molly MacMillan, piano
by Bill Evans
*Doxology “My Gratitude Now Accept, O God” TFWS #2044 (v.2)

*Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

Blessed are the changemakers.
Blessed are you who are not asleep
to the world’s pain and suffering.

Blessed are you who lament for the way things are.
Blessed are you who know, to the depth of your bones,

that this is not how things are meant to be.
Blessed are you for not believing the lie that

this is how they will always remain.

Blessed are you who know that things can change,

who long for things to change.

Blessed are you whose life’s ambition is to bring the change

that is justice and mercy for all.

Blessed are you who know that God has always employed the faithful acts
of ordinary people to heal and change this world.
Blessed are you who know that change begins today,

change begins with us,

and that we are blessed to be the changemakers. Amen!

Going Forth to Serve and Bless

Announcements

*Closing Hymn “Freely, Freely” UMH #389

*Dismissal with Blessing

Postlude “(If You Wanna Go Far) We Go Together” Molly MacMillan, piano
by Lin Manuel Miranda

St. Paul’s Ministries ~ Week of October 26th, 2025

Sunday, October 26th

10:30am — Worship - Sanctuary

10:45am — Faith Explorers — Room 115, Main Floor
11:30am — Coffee/Fellowship Time — Memorial Room

Monday, October 27th
6:30pm — Justice Seekers Reading Group — Memorial
Room/ ZOOM

Tuesday, October 28th

Wednesday, October 29t
6:00pm — Pastor’s Bible Study - ZOOM

Thursday, October 30th

10:00am — Crafter’s Group — Durham Room
6:00pm — Festival Chimes Rehearsal — Sanctuary
7:15pm — Chancel Choir Rehearsal — Dining Room

Friday, October 31st
Church Offices Closed

Saturday, November 15t — All Saints Day

Sunday, November 2nd — New Orleans Style All
Saints Sunday

10:30am — Worship with Communion — Sanctuary
10:45am — Faith Explorers — Rm. 115, Main Floor
11:30am — Coffee/Fellowship Time — Memorial Room
11:45am -Young Adult Group — Durham Room




For Prayer Chain Requests, confidential concerns seen only by those who participate in the Prayer Chain,
please contact Jami Breedlove-Crouch at: lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org.

Prayer Requests: Linda Yetter; William Deming (nephew of Melissa Gould); Ruth Lovelace; Andrea
Downing Zheng and family; Larry Roberts; Mary and Matthew Boardman. Pray for healing within the United
Methodist Church as we live into the new reality of being a fully inclusive denomination.

Prayer requests will be published in the bulletin for four weeks. If you would like someone to remain on the
list, contact Jami Breedlove-Crouch at lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org or 607-269- 5509. Please remember that
we also need permission from the person listed.

Children and Worship — Children are always welcome in worship! To help keep small hands busy, we
have books and toys on the black cart near the main sanctuary door. Children aged 4 to 11 are
tnvited to participate in “Faith Explorers” following the “Message for Children” segment
during worship.

Don’t forget to bring your coins.

Pastor Alicia’s Bible Study Starts This Wednesday Evening
It’s not too late to join Pastor Alicia’s new bible study group, "The Armor of God: Ephesians and Marvel,”
which starts this Wednesday, October 29, from 6-7pm via ZOOM. This study brings together the
intersection of sacred texts and modern movies, highlighting the symbolism in the “Letter to
the Ephesians” of the power of the Armor of God. The Marvel movies will illustrate how many of Marvel’s
female characters came to know their power and purpose. Please RSVP with Dee to receive a ZOOM
link if you plan to attend. If more than 10 people sign up, an additional time will be offered.

Next Week: A Very Special All Saints Sunday
November 2nd is All Saints Sunday, where we honor and remember those who passed on the
previous year. In addition to our usual recitation of names of the deceased and the lighting of memorial
candles, there will also be Dixieland band leading a joyous, celebratory procession out of the sanctuary at
the end of services, New Orleans funeral style! Don’t miss it!

Young Adult Group Starts Next Sunday
Young adults ages sixteen through twenty-nine are invited to join our new group, “Connections,” which
will meet right after services in the Durham Room on the first Sunday of every month. Lunch will be
served and fun, interesting conversation is a given. Please feel free to bring a friend!

Non Liquid Items Needed for Blue Cabinet Donations
It’s the time of the year where we transition our donations to non liquid items. Instant oatmeal, pop tarts,
and non perishable foods of that ilk are appreciated. We're also still collecting household goods and/or
personal hygiene items for Catholic Charities. Simply leave in the appropriately marked box on the table
across from the church office.

Our Staff
Rev. Alicia (Pastor Alicia) Wood / Senior Pastor / pastor@stpaulsithaca.org
Jami Breedlove-Crouch / Loving Care Ministries Coordinator / lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org
Dee Levine / Church Administrative Assistant & Communications / office@stpaulsithaca.org
Michelle Eells / Business & Building Ministries Coordinator / business@stpaulsithaca.org
Maia Finkel / Choral and Ensembles Director / choirdirector@stpaulsithaca.org
Molly MacMillan / Pianist / pianist@stpaulsithaca.org

David Kingsley / Technical Director / dkingsley@stpaulsithaca.org
Dorothy Preston / Festival Chimes Director / dpreston @stpaulsithaca.org

Sue Orzel / Custodian

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, A Reconciling Congregation
402 North Aurora Street, Ithaca, New York
Find us at www.stpaulsithaca.org, Facebook and Instagram
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A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH

733 Marching to Zion
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1.Come, we that love theLord, and let ourjoys be known;
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thus sur-round the throne, and thus  sur -
speak  their joys a - broad, mayspeak their
walk the gold - en streets, to walk the
fair - er worlds on high, to fair - er
WORDS: Isaac Watts, 1707; refrain by Robert Lowry, 1867 MARCHING TO ZION

MUSIC: Robert Lowry, 1867 SM with Refrain
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THE NATURE OF THE CHURCH

2238 In the Midst of New Dimensions
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WORDS: Julian B. Rush (Gen. 9:12-16; Exod. 13:21-22; Num. 14:14) NEW DIMENSIONS
MUSIC:  Julian B. Rush 87.87 with Refrain

© 1994 Julian B. Rush
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My Gratitude Now Accept, O God 2044

(Gracias, Sefior)
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de lo que t nos das.
3. I bring to you all my love and praise. 3. Te amo, Digs, doy gloria a i,
I glorify and bless your name. tu eres digno de loor.
Let me adore you, Holy One, Te adoro con mi vida
with every breath I take. ¥ con lo que me das.
4. All that is living belongs to you; 4. Todo te pertenece a 1,
all that I am in your hands kept. mi vida y todo mi ser.
From the abundance of your hand, Con gratitud te damos
gifts from the heart accept. de lo que ni nos das.
WORDS: Rafael Montalvo; English trans. by Raquel Mora Martinez (Ps. 24:1) OFRENDA
MUSIC: Rafael Montalvo Irregular

© 1993 Rafael Montalvo; trans, © 1999 Abingdon Press, admin. by The Copyright Co.



SANCTIFYING AND PERFECTING GRACE

389 Freely, Freely
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WORDS: Carol Owens, 1972 (Mt. 10:8; 28:18-20)
MUSIC: Carol Owens, 1972

© 1972 Communiqué Music, Inc.
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