Saint Paul’s United Methodist Church
“A Compassionate Community Led and Transformed by the Spirit.” (

Sunday, November 16th, 2025 - 10:30 AM Service

We welcome you, trusting that this time of worship will open our hearts to experience the Spirit’s movement among us.
Together, we seek peace, health, and wholeness as we gather in God’s presence.
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-728210. Movie
and video permission with CVLI License #504298777.

*Indicates a standing portion of the service. Please stand as you are able.

Gathering as The Beloved Community

Gathering Music “Gavotte” by A. Thomas Sondra Wayman, organ
“Complainte” by L. Vierne

Greetings and Welcome Pastor Alicia Wood
*Sharing Love and Peace with All

Centering Music “Lord of the Dance” Festival Chimes
by Sydney Carter, arr. by Jason W. Krug

*Call to Worship

The world needs to change. And we are the changemakers!

This work of changemaking is going to take a while.

We are called to be changemakers for our whole lives!

And this work is going to take all of us. If we want to keep change going,
we need to be inviting others, joining with others, witnessing to others,
and empowering others to do this work with us.

For many of us, this is the hardest part of making change,

but we are ready to be bold.

We come to worship this morning, eager to be part of this movement
and to bring others along in our work.

We come to worship this morning, trusting that God will empower us.
We are the changemakers, and we are ready!

Thanks be to God!

*Singing Together “He Leadeth Me” UMH #128

Call to Confession

Holy One, you have shown us how to empower other people through the life of Jesus Christ, and yet, we insist
on doing this changemaking work alone

We say that’s because no one else came to do the work,

but did we bother to invite them? No, we didn’t.

Maybe we were too afraid to ask. Maybe we were afraid they would say, ‘No.’

We don't like the feeling of rejection.

Or maybe we wanted things done our way,

and we didn’t want someone else to mess it up.

We do like the feeling of control.

But in all of this, we forget that the work of changemaking is not about us.

It is God’s work. It is important work that must continue beyond us, and after us.
All: Forgive us.

Forgive us for making your work small.

Forgive us for our weakness and timidity.

Send us your spirit again, and free us from our fear and complacency.



Embolden us.
Make us unafraid of change,
and undeterred in our work of changemaking. Amen.

Words of Assurance

Hear this assurance of Good News: the scriptures remind us that the “Spirit is poured out on all people.” We
can trust that when we work together, we will see and recognize this Spirit in others. This is the best part about
being a Changemaker—the power of the community can rise up to heights we never imagined on our own. We
have more than we need.

A Message for All God’s Children Pastor Alicia Wood

Special Music “Danza” Festival Chimes
by Douglas E. Wagner

Encountering God Through the Word

Scripture Reading Mark 6: 30-44 (The Voice) Pat Woodworth
We have heard the next reading each week of this series in an ancient Christian tradition called “lectio divina”
of repeating readings in order to understand more fully. Hear now another interpretation of the story:

Now the twelve returned from their travels and told Him what they had done, whom they had seen, and how
they had spread the news of God’s kingdom.

Jesus (to the disciples): Let us go out into the wilderness for a while and rest ourselves.

The crowds gathered as always, and Jesus and the twelve couldn’t eat because so many people came and went.
They could get no peace until they boarded a boat and sailed toward a deserted place.

But the people would not be put off so easily. Those along the shore who recognized Jesus followed along the
coast. People pushed out of all the cities and gathered ahead of Him so that when Jesus came ashore and saw
this crowd of people waiting for Him in a place that should have been relatively deserted, He was moved with
compassion. They were like sheep without a shepherd.

He began to teach them many things as the day passed; at last the disciples came to Jesus.

Disciples: It is getting late, and there is nothing around for miles. Send these people to the surrounding
villages so they can buy something to eat.

Jesus: Why don’t you give them something to eat?

Disciples (looking at Him): What? It would cost a fortune to buy bread for these people!

Jesus: Does anyone have any bread? Go and see.

Disciples (returning from the crowd): There are five pieces of flatbread and two fish, if that makes any
difference.

Jesus: Listen, tell them to gather in smaller groups and sit on that green patch of grass.

And so the disciples gathered the people in groups of 100 or of 50, and they sat down.

Jesus took the five pieces of flatbread and the two fish, looked up to heaven, thanked God for the food, and
broke it. He gave the pieces to the disciples to distribute, and all of the people ate until no one was hungry.
Then they gathered twelve baskets full of leftovers.

That day, 5,000 people ate their fill of the bread when Jesus fed the hungry crowd.

Hear What the Spirit is Saying to the Church!

Thanks be to God!
Message “Let’s Do This!” Pastor Alicia Wood
Responding with Joy and Generosity
*Hymn of Response “While the Trees Are Still in Blossom” UMH #508
Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer Jami Breedlove-Crouch

Committing to the Ministries of St. Paul’s

Offering Our Gifts to God

Offertory “Fantasia” by J. Pachelbel Sondra Wayman, organ
*Doxology “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” UMH #94



*Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

Blessed are the changemakers.

Blessed are you who are not asleep

to the world’s pain and suffering.

Blessed are you who lament for the way things are.

Blessed are you who know, to the depth of your bones,

that this is not how things are meant to be.

Blessed are you for not believing the lie that

this is how they will always remain.

Blessed are you who know that things can change,

who long for things to change.

Blessed are you whose life’s ambition is to bring the change

that is justice and mercy for all.

Blessed are you who know that God has always employed the faithful acts of ordinary people to
heal and change this world.

Blessed are you who know that change begins today,

change begins with us, and that we are blessed to be the changemakers. Amen!

Going Forth to Serve and Bless

Announcements
*Closing Hymn “Take My Life and Let it Be” UMH #399
*Dismissal with Blessing
Postlude “Trumpet Voluntary in D Major” Sondra Wayman, organ
by Henry Purcell
------- PRAYERS------

For Prayer Chain Requests, confidential concerns seen only by those who participate in the Prayer Chain,
please contact Jami Breedlove-Crouch at: lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org.

Prayer Requests: Family of Melissa Gould; Joan Reppert; Linda Yetter; Ruth Lovelace; Andrea Downing
Zheng and family; Larry Roberts; Mary and Matthew Boardman. Pray for healing within the United Methodist
Church as we live into the new reality of being a fully inclusive denomination.

Prayer requests will be published in the bulletin for four weeks. If you would like someone to remain on the list,
contact Jami Breedlove-Crouch at lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org or 607-269- 5509. Please remember that we
also need permission from the person listed.

St. Paul’s Ministries ~ Week of November 16th, 2025

Sunday, November 16 Thursday, November 20th

10:30am — Worship - Sanctuary 10:00am — Crafter’s Group — Durham Room
10:45am — Faith Explorers — Rm. 115, Main Floor 6:00pm — Festival Chimes Rehearsal — Sanctuary
11:30am — Coffee/Fellowship Time — Memorial Room 7:15pm — Chancel Choir Rehearsal — Dining Room

11:45am — Hospitality Ministries Meeting — Memorial Room .
45 pitality 8 Friday. November 21st

Monday, November 17th Church Offices Closed
Newsletter Contributions Due

Saturday, November 22nd

Tuesday, November 18th
10:00am — Staff Meeting - ZOOM
7:00pm — Church Council - ZOOM/Memorial Room

Sunday, November 23rd

10:30am — Worship — Sanctuary

10:45am — Faith Explorers — Rm. 115, Main Floor
Wednesday, November 19th 11:30am — Coffee/Fellowship Time — Memorial Room
6:00pm — Pastor’s Bible Study — ZOOM 11:45am — “Hanging of the Greens” -Sanctuary




Children and Worship — Children are always welcome in worship! To help keep small hands busy, we
have books and toys on the black cart near the main sanctuary door. Children aged 4 to 11 are invited to
participate in “Faith Explorers” following the “Message for Children” segment during
worship (except on Communion Sundays).

Please Stop By Coffee Hour Today!
Today’s coffee hour will be dedicated to our hardworking hospitality ministers. Please attend so we can give
them the thanks they deserve! A short info session will be included for current and interested hospitality
ministers.

ACT Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
Area Congregations Together (ACT) will be holding their Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service on Sunday,
Nov. 2374, from 2-4pm at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (114 Burleigh Drive, Ithaca). Light
refreshments will be served and all are welcome!

Prepare to “Hang the Greens” November 2371
Advent is almost here, and that means it’s time to decorate the church! Please stay after services on Sunday,
November 23 to help get our sanctuary ready for the Christmas season. All are welcome and it’s lots of fun!

Mark Your Calendars to Decorate Christmas Cookies!
St Paul’s will be holding its 34 Annual Intergenerational Cookie Decorating on Sunday, December 14 in the
Memorial Room after worship at 12:15pm. Everyone is invited to participate and to bring friends! Please
sign-up ASAP with Dee at office@stpaulsithaca.org or call 607-273-5971s0 we have enough cookies and
decorating items on hand for everyone.

Calling All Cookie Bakers
We need 15 dozen sugar or gingerbread cut-out or flat drop cookies for our Cookie Decorating party on
December 14th. A few dozen gluten-free cookies are needed as well. If you can bake cookies to decorate, please
contact Joellyn Tuttle at jrwtuttle@gmail.com or ring/text her at: 315-289-7187. Thank you in advance!

Looking for Card Ministry Participants
If you enjoy bringing cheer to those around you, consider becoming part of the Card Ministry Team. All it
involves is writing and sending monthly cards to those in need of a smile, or a word of encouragement or two. If
you’d like to join the team, speak with Jami Breedlove-Crouch or email her at lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org.

Our Staff
Rev. Alicia (Pastor Alicia) Wood / Senior Pastor / pastor@stpaulsithaca.org
Jami Breedlove-Crouch / Loving Care Ministries Coordinator / lovingcare @stpaulsithaca.org
Dee Levine / Church Administrative Assistant & Communications / office@stpaulsithaca.org
Michelle Eells / Business & Building Ministries Coordinator / business@stpaulsithaca.org
Maia Finkel / Choral and Ensembles Director / choirdirector@stpaulsithaca.org
Molly MacMillan / Pianist / pianist@stpaulsithaca.org

David Kingsley / Technical Director / dkingsley@stpaulsithaca.org
Dorothy Preston / Festival Chimes Director / dpreston@stpaulsithaca.org

Sue Orzel / Custodian

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, A Reconciling Congregation
402 North Aurora Street, Ithaca, New York
Find us at www.stpaulsithaca.org, Facebook and Instagram
Church Office Hours are 9:00 AM-12:00 PM Sunday — Thursday
Office Phone: 607-273-5971 Pastoral Care Phone: 607-269-5509
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THE GLORY OF THE TRIUNE GOD

128 He Leadeth Me: O Blessed Thought
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WORDS: Joseph H. Gilmore, 1862 (Ps. 23)

MUSIC: William B. Bradbury, 1864

HE LEADETH ME
LM with Refrain



PRAYER, TRUST, HOPE

Faith, While Trees Are Still in Blossom 508
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WORDS: Anders Frostenson, 1960; trans. by Fred Kaan, 1972 (Heb. 11) FOR THE BREAD
MUSIC: V. Earle Copes, 1960 87.87

Words @ Ansgar Film & Bokproduktion; trans. ® 1976 Hope Publishing Co.; music & 1960
renewed 1988 Hope Publishing Co.



THE GLORY QF THE TRIUNE GOD

94 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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WORDS: Thomas Ken, 1674; adapt. by Gilbert H. Vieira, 1978

MUSIC:  Geistliche Kirchengesdnge, 1623; harm. by Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906

Adapt. ® 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House,
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Take My Life, and Let It Be
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Take myin - tel - lect, anduse ev - ery power as thou shalt choose.
Take my-self, and I willbe ev - er, on - ly, all for thee.
_ p: ; ” &5 . - .
75— o1 I ﬂb‘. F) T ¥— IP ﬁ%i
A ——— —y ] -
WORDS: Frances R. Havergal, 1873 (Rom. 12:1) MESSIAH
MUSIC: Louis J. F. Hérold, 1839; arr. by George Kingsley, 1839 77.77 D



