
We believe in the good news of the gospel, which reminds us 

that all are welcomed, all are celebrated, 

all are loved, and all are claimed. 

Pull up a seat at God’s table. 

There is good news to be shared here. Amen. 

 

*Closing Hymn  “Something Beautiful”  UMH #394                 

*Benediction                                                                                               

Postlude  “La Caroline”  Molly MacMillan, piano  

 by C.P.E. Bach                    
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*Call to Worship                                                           

If God threw a party, 

all would be invited. 

If God hosted a dinner, 

there’d be a seat saved for each of us. 

If God prepared a banquet, 

a cheer would go up when you arrived. 

This is the good news: 

God is throwing a party. 

God is hosting a dinner. 

God is preparing a banquet, 

and all are invited. 

Let us worship this invitational God. 

*Opening Hymn  “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”  UMH #348    

Prayer of Confession                                                    

Loving God, you invite us 

deeper into faith, 



deeper into relationship, 

and deeper into community. 

You invite us to your table, 

but we cling to the wall. 

We RSVP “Maybe.” 

We come up with excuses for why we can’t attend. 

Forgive us for doubting the invitation, 

and forgive us for doubting our worth. 

Show us how to respond to you with confidence instead of hesitancy, 

and joy instead of doubt. 

With gratitude we pray, 

amen. 

Words of Forgiveness                                                   

Friends, no matter how many times we mess up, 

no matter how many times we lose our way, 

no matter how many times we decline God’s invitation, 

God will never stop inviting us to the table. 

There is and always will be a seat saved for you. 

So join me in these good news words: 

We are forgiven, again and again. 

We are invited, again and again. 

We are loved, from beginning to end. 

Thanks be to God, our Inviter. Amen. 

Special Music  “Set Me As a Seal”  Molly MacMillan, piano 

 by Eleanor Daley                 

Scripture Reading Luke 14: 15-24 (CEB)  Jami Breedlove Crouch 

The Parable of the Great Dinner 

When one of the dinner guests heard Jesus’ remarks, he said to Jesus, 

“Happy are those who will feast in God’s kingdom.” 

 Jesus replied, “A certain man hosted a large dinner and invited many 

people.  When it was time for the dinner to begin, he sent his servant to 

tell the invited guests, ‘Come! The dinner is now ready.’ One by one, 

they all began to make excuses. The first one told him, ‘I bought a farm 

and must go and see it. Please excuse me.’ Another said, ‘I bought five 

teams of oxen, and I’m going to check on them. Please excuse 

me.’  Another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’  When he 

returned, the servant reported these excuses to his master. The master of 

the house became angry and said to his servant, ‘Go quickly to the city’s 

streets, the busy ones and the side streets, and bring the poor, crippled, 

blind, and lame.’ The servant said, ‘Master, your instructions have been 

followed and there is still room.’ The master said to the servant, ‘Go to 

the highways and back alleys and urge people to come in so that my 

house will be filled.  I tell you, not one of those who were invited will 

taste my dinner.’” 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

 Thanks be to God 

Message  “The Good News is…All are Invited” Rev. Alicia Wood 

*Hymn of Response  “A Place at the Table”  Insert     

Imposition of Ashes                                                      

Prayer Following Imposition of Ashes                                                    

*Affirmation of Faith   Jami Breedlove Crouch                                                 

We believe in a table-setting God 

who always has a seat saved for you. 

We believe in an inviting God 

who leaves the porch light on and a hand extended. 

We believe in a radically welcoming God 

who eats with the overlooked and the outcast, 

the hungry and the downtrodden. 
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