
 Saint Paul’s United Methodist Church 

“A Compassionate Community Led and Transformed by the Spirit.”  

Sunday, March 8th, 2026 - 10:30 AM Service 

Third Sunday in Lent 
 

 

 

We welcome you, trusting that this time of worship will open our hearts to experience the Spirit’s movement 
among us. Together, we seek peace, health, and wholeness as we gather in God’s presence. 

 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-728210. 
Movie and video permission with CVLI License #504298777. 

*Indicates a standing portion of the service. Please stand as you are able. 

 

 GATHERING 

Gathering Music “Impossible/Possible” Molly MacMillan, piano 
 by Lakewood Music 

Greetings & Welcome   

Centering Music “Serenade” Molly MacMillan, piano 
 By William Gillock  
 
*Call to Worship 

If you need good news, 
settle into this space. 
We have good news to share. 
If you need a word of hope, 
then trust us when we say, 
there is hope enough to go around. 
If you need a glimmer of joy, 
then you’re in luck! 
We have resilient joy abounding. 
If you need to feel God’s presence in your midst, 
then know that this is God’s house. 
This is the good news of the gospel. 
God is here. Love is real. Joy is on the move. 
Let us worship our with-us God! 

 
*Opening Hymn  “Sweet, Sweet Spirit”  UMH #334 

*Passing the Peace 

 PROCLAIMING 

A Message for All God’s Children  Pastor Alicia Wood 

Call to Confession  Pastor Alicia Wood 

 



Prayer of Confession 
Holy God with you the impossible is possible. 
5,000 can be fed. 
The blind can see. 
The hopeless can find hope. 
With you the impossible is possible, but we are quick to forget that. 
We look at our hurting world and tell ourselves that nothing can be done. 
We forget that you empowered the disciples to feed the crowd. 
We forget that you are always with us. 
Forgive our small-minded ways. 
Forgive us for doubting that change could ever come. 
But even more so, forgive us when we refuse to be a part of it. 
With hope for a better tomorrow we pray, amen. 

Words of Forgiveness                                                                     

Family of faith, no matter how many mistakes the disciples made, Jesus still washed their feet.  
Jesus still fed them. Jesus still called them beloved. 
The same is true for you and me, so hear and believe this good news: 
Today is a new day, and once again, we belong to God. 
We are forgiven. We are called. We are not alone. 
What good, good news. Amen! 

Special Music                                    “Bridge Over Troubled Water”    Chancel Choir
 by Paul Simon, arr. by Roger Emerson  

Scripture Mark 6: 32-44 (CEB)    Joellyn Tuttle 

Hear What the Spirit is Saying to the Church! 
Thanks Be to God! 

Message “The Good News Is…The Impossible is Possible” Pastor Alicia Wood 

*Hymn of Response          “We Come with Gifts, We Come with Needs”                              Insert   

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer                                        Jami Breedlove-Crouch  

Offering Our Gifts to God 

Offertory  “Let’s Stay Together” Molly MacMillan, piano 
 by Al Green & Willie Mitchell 

*Doxology “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” UMH #94 

*Prayer of Dedication                                                                            Pastor Alicia Wood  

Holy God, we could press our ear to the page, hoping to hear you more clearly. 
We could silence all the alarms and notifications, hoping to catch a murmur of your 

voice. We could still our beating hearts, and still we might miss your voice. 
So today we pray, open up space in our hearts, in our spirits, in our minds, to feel your 

presence among us. We offer these gifts because With you, anything is possible. 
We believe. Help our unbelief. 
Amen. 



GOING FORTH 

Announcements 

*Affirmation of Faith  Jami Breedlove-Crouch 

I believe in the good news of Jesus Christ. 
It sounds like welcome and feels like home. 
It sounds like laughter and feels like mercy. 
It sounds like love and feels like a seat at the table, so I believe in the good news of 

Jesus Christ. 
I have seen it alive in the world. 
And even when my heart aches, even when wars rage, even when mercy feels out of 

reach, I remember the one who welcomed the children and led with nonviolence. 
I remember the one who cared for the vulnerable and inspired those around him. 
I remember that the good news really is good news, for I have seen it alive in the world. 
Thanks be to God! Amen. 

*Closing Hymn     “The Day is Coming” Insert 
 by Mark A. Miller 

*Dismissal with Blessing 

Postlude  “Feels So Good” Molly MacMillan, piano 
 by Chuck Mangione 

 -----PRAYERS------ 

For Prayer Chain Requests, confidential concerns seen only by those who participate in the 
Prayer Chain, please contact Jami Breedlove-Crouch at lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org. 

Prayer Requests: We thank God for the healing in the lives of people we’ve been praying for. If 
you would like to be added to the Prayer Chain or the Prayer List, contact Jami Breedlove-
Crouch at: lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org. Your requests will be listed in the bulletin for one 
month before being deleted. Please let us know of your improved condition or if you desire 
visitation. 

 

 St. Paul’s Ministries ~ Week of March 8th, 2026

Sunday, March 8th – Daylight Savings Time Begins 
10:30am – Worship – Sanctuary 
10:45am – Faith Explorers, Rm. 115 – Main  Floor 
11:30am – Coffee/Fellowship Time – Memorial Room 

Monday, March 9th 
4:45pm – Lay Leadership Team - ZOOM 
7:00pm – Lenten Bible Study “The Last Supper” - ZOOM 

Tuesday, March 10th 

10:00am – Staff Meeting – ZOOM 
6:00pm – Finance Meeting – ZOOM 
7:15pm – Trustees Meeting - ZOOM 

Wednesday, March 11th 
9:45am – Coffee w/the Pastor – Durham Room 
 

Thursday, March 12th 
11:00am – Crafters Group – Durham Room 
5:30p – Local & World Missions - ZOOM 
6:00pm – Festival Chimes - Sanctuary 
7:15pm – Chancel Choir Rehearsal – Dining Room 

Friday, March 13 
Church Offices Closed 

Saturday, March 14 
2:00pm – Joan Reppert Celebration of Life Service –  
Sanctuary and Memorial Rooms 

Sunday, March 15 
10:30am – Worship – Sanctuary 
10:45am – Faith Explorers - Rm. 115, Main Floor 
11:30am – Coffee/Fellowship Time – Memorial Room 
11:45am – Small Group Meeting – Durham Room 



Children and Worship – Children are always welcome in worship! To help keep small 
hands busy, we have books and toys on the black cart near the main sanctuary door. Children 
ages 4 through 11 are invited to participate in “Faith Explorers” following the 
“Message for Children” segment during worship (except on Communion 
Sundays).  

Announcing Two Small New Groups 
St. Paul’s is starting two new small groups, each with a different focus and leadership.  The 
groups plan to meet monthly, though a regular meeting date and time will not be decided until 
the group forms and they decide together.  Details and whom to contact can be found in your 
Friday email. Please join up by Friday, March 13th if possible. 

Celebration of the Life of Joan Reppert 
A celebration of the life of Joan Reppert will take place next Saturday, March 14th at 2pm in 
the sanctuary. A short reception in the Memorial Room will follow afterwards. 

Upcoming United Women in Faith Meeting 
United Women in Faith will hold their next gathering on March 26 at 10am in the Memorial 
Room to discuss the possibility of presenting the historical play "When the Clergy Went 
Underground," written by local historian Carol Kammen.  Please attend! 

Creating a Dynamic Strategic Plan for St. Paul’s Future 
We’re excited to share that the Church Council is beginning the process of creating a Strategic 
Plan for the vibrant future of St. Paul's UMC! Rev. Aaron Bouwens, from the Annual Conference, 
will facilitate the process. Our first gathering is March 22 from 12pm-4pm. We’ll keep you 
posted as things progress. If you have any questions, please let Pastor Alicia know. She’s happy 
to answer your questions. 
 

If you can, please donate some items for Code Blue’s Breakfast Program! 
Donations like breakfast bars, fruit cups, juice boxes, cereal, and instant oatmeal 

ensure that participants start their day with a nutritious meal. Thank you for 
your continuing generosity! 

 
 
 

 Lent 2026 Schedule 

*Please Note: Lenten Bible Study meets every Monday at 7pm via Zoom; Lenten 
Wednesday Devotional meets every Wednesday at 9:45am in the Durham Room. 

Sunday, March 28th: Palm Sunday Service 10:30am – Sanctuary 

Thursday, April 2nd: Maundy Thursday Service 7pm – Sanctuary 

Friday, April 3rd: Good Friday Service 7pm – Sanctuary 

Easter Sunday 
TBD - Sunrise Service - Tenney's 

10:30am – Easter Sunday Service w/Communion - Sanctuary 
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We Come with Gifts; We Come in Need
Text by Amanda Udis-Kessler

Biblical reference: 1 Corinthians 12:4-27
Text © 2024 Amanda Udis-Kessler. All rights reserved.

Email: amanda@amandaudiskessler.com  New hymns: queersacredmusic.com 
Permission is given for free use of this worship song. 

Please share it with clergy, music directors, and other potentially interested people. Thank you.








