
 

 

Saint Paul’s United Methodist Church 

“A Compassionate Community Led and Transformed by the Spirit.”  

Sunday, March 15th, 2026 - 10:30 AM Service 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

 

 

We welcome you, trusting that this time of worship will open our hearts to experience the Spirit’s movement 
among us. Together, we seek peace, health, and wholeness as we gather in God’s presence. 

 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-728210. 
Movie and video permission with CVLI License #504298777. 

*Indicates a standing portion of the service. Please stand as you are able. 

 

 GATHERING 

Gathering Music “Saman” Sondra Wayman, organ 
 by Olafur Arnalds 
 “Adagio” 
 by C. Franck 

Greetings & Welcome   

Centering Music “It is Well with My Soul” Festival Chimes 
 arr. by Lloyd Larson  

*Call to Worship 

God loves the field mouse. 
God loves the crows that take flight when church bells ring. 
God loves the baby, cooing in the back pew. 
God loves the child who rocks and claps. 
God loves the one with wrinkled hands and soft eyes. 
God loves the bumblebees and the tabby cats. 
God loves those who walk, crawl, and roll. 
God loves the giant oaks and the evergreens, standing strong over all of us. 
God loves the young, the impressionable, and the earnest. 
There is no bit of creation that God does not love. 
So let us worship this good-news God! Amen. 

*Opening Hymn  “For the Healing of the Nations”  UMH #428 

*Passing the Peace 

 PROCLAIMING 

A Message for All God’s Children  Pastor Alicia Wood 

Call to Confession  Pastor Alicia Wood 



 

 

Prayer of Confession & Words of Forgiveness 

God said, “When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not mistreat them.” 
Holy God, we confess, we have mistreated the immigrants in our land. 
Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” 
We confess, we have clung to guns and war more than we have pursued peace. 
God said, “When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, do not glean what is left; it shall be 

for the alien, the orphan, and the widow.” 
We confess, we have hoarded our resources and failed to care for our 

neighbors. 
Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not stop them.” 
We confess, we have gatekept the good news in unfair ways. 
Fortunately for all of us, God also said, “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called 

you by name; you are mine.” 
By God’s grace, despite our sin and shortcomings, we are redeemed, claimed, 

forgiven, and loved. 
May this good news change our lives! Amen. 

Special Music                                     “Broken for You”    Festival Chimes
 by Kathleen Wissinger  

Scripture Deut. 24: 17-22 (CEB); Matthew 19: 13-15;    Marilou Tenney 

Hear What the Spirit is Saying to the Church! 
Thanks Be to God! 

Message           “The Good News Is…Protection & Care for the Vulnerable” Pastor Alicia Wood 

*Hymn of Response           “Like a Child”   FWS #2092                             

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer                                        Jami Breedlove-Crouch  

Offering Our Gifts to God 

Offertory  “God Will Take Care of You” Sondra Wayman, organ 
 by WS Martin 

*Doxology “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” UMH #94 

*Prayer of Dedication                                                                            Pastor Alicia Wood 

Holy One, sometimes the simplest of your commands are the hardest for us to 
hear. 

You say, “Love your enemy.” 
“Turn the other cheek.” 
“Care for the widow and the orphan.” 
And we want to know: How? When? Where? 
Today as we turn to your word, open up space in us to simply hear your truth 

for what it is.  
Open up space in our hearts to dream new dreams, to imagine new realities, to 

draw closer to you and closer to love. 
With hope for a better tomorrow we offer these gifts, we listen, we pray.  
Amen. 



 

 

GOING FORTH 

*Affirmation of Faith  Jami Breedlove-Crouch 

I believe in the good news of Jesus Christ. 
It sounds like welcome and feels like home. 
It sounds like laughter and feels like mercy. 
It sounds like love and feels like a seat at the table, so I believe in the good news of 

Jesus Christ. 
I have seen it alive in the world. 
And even when my heart aches, even when wars rage, even when mercy feels out of 

reach, I remember the one who welcomed the children and led with nonviolence. 
I remember the one who cared for the vulnerable and inspired those around him. 
I remember that the good news really is good news, for I have seen it alive in the world. 
Thanks be to God!  
Amen. 

Announcements 

*Closing Hymn     “This is My Song”    UMH#437 

*Dismissal with Blessing 

Postlude  “Prelude in C Major”  Sondra Wayman, organ 
 by JS Bach 

 -----PRAYERS----- 

For Prayer Chain Requests, confidential concerns seen only by those who participate in the 
Prayer Chain, please contact Jami Breedlove-Crouch at lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org. 

Prayer Requests: We thank God for the healing in the lives of people we’ve been praying for. If 
you would like to be added to the Prayer Chain or the Prayer List, contact Jami Breedlove-
Crouch at: lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org. Your requests will be listed in the bulletin for one 
month before being deleted. Please let us know of your improved condition or if you desire 
visitation. 

 

St. Paul’s Ministries ~ Week of March 15th, 2026

Sunday, March 15th 
10:30am — Worship — Sanctuary 
10:45am — Faith Explorers — Rm. 115, Main Floor 
11:30am — Coffee/Fellowship Time — Memorial Room 
11:45am — “Small Social Group” meeting – Durham 
Room 

Monday, March 16th 

7:00pm — Lenten Bible Study “The Last Supper” — 
ZOOM 

Tuesday, March 17th 

Wednesday, March 18th 
9:45am — Coffee w/the Pastor — Durham Room 

 

Thursday, March 19th 
11:00am — Crafters Group — Durham Room 
6:00pm — Festival Chimes — Sanctuary 
7:15pm — Chancel Choir Rehearsal — Dining Room 

Friday, March 20th 
Church Offices Closed 

Sunday, March 22nd 
10:30am — Worship — Sanctuary 
10:45am — Faith Explorers — Rm. 115, Main Floor 
11:30am — Coffee/Fellowship Time — Memorial Room 
12:00pm — Church Council Strategic Planning Meeting —  
Memorial Room 

 



 

 

Children and Worship – Children are always welcome in worship! To help keep small 
hands busy, we have books and toys on the black cart near the main sanctuary door. Children 
ages 4 through 11 are invited to participate in “Faith Explorers” following the 
“Message for Children” segment during worship (except on Communion 
Sundays).  

Upcoming United Women in Faith Meeting 
United Women in Faith will hold their next gathering on March 26 at 11am in the Memorial 
Room to discuss the possibility of presenting the historical play "When the Clergy Went 
Underground," written by local historian Carol Kammen.  Please attend! 

Creating a Dynamic Strategic Plan for St. Paul’s Future 
We’re excited to share that the Church Council is beginning the process of creating a Strategic 
Plan for the vibrant future of St. Paul's UMC! Rev. Aaron Bouwens, from the Annual Conference, 
will facilitate the process. Our first gathering is March 22 from 12pm-4pm. We’ll keep you 
posted as things progress. If you have any questions, please let Pastor Alicia know. She’s happy 
to answer your questions. 

Pastor Alicia’s Ordination 
Pastor Alicia’s ordination will be held Friday, May 29th at 7pm in Syracuse. Watch this space 
for further details. 

Quarterly Newsletter Now Digital 
An era at St Paul’s has ended: our quarterly seasonal newsletter will now be solely digital.  

A Note about the Sunrise Easter Service 
If you plan on attending the Sunrise Service on Easter morning, please bring a dish-to-pass. Sign 
up outside the Sanctuary and/or reach out to Jami. 

No Kings Rally on March 28th 
Please let the Pastor know if you plan to attend. 

Please donate some items for Code Blue’s Breakfast Program! Donations like 
breakfast bars, fruit cups, juice boxes, cereal, and instant oatmeal ensure that 
participants start their day with a nutritious meal. Items can be placed in the 

Code Blue bin outside the Sanctuary. Thank you for your continuing generosity! 

 Lent 2026 Schedule 
*Please Note: Lenten Bible Study meets every Monday at 7pm via Zoom; Lenten 
Wednesday Devotional meets every Wednesday at 9:45am in the Durham Room. 

Sunday, March 29th: Palm Sunday Service 10:30am – Sanctuary 

Thursday, April 2nd: Maundy Thursday Service 7pm – Sanctuary 

Friday, April 3rd: Good Friday Service 7pm – Sanctuary 

Easter Sunday 
7:30am - Sunrise Service - Tenney's 

10:30am – Easter Sunday Service w/Communion - Sanctuary 














