
Love Boldly, Serve Joyfully, Lead Courageously, Eat Heartily! 
After worship TODAY, all are invited to stay for good food and fellowship in 
the Dining Room!  Hosted by the St. Paul's Lay Leadership Team, we'll be 
serving make-your-own sliders, salads, fruit and dessert (GF and vegan 
options), along with table conversation around this month's worship theme of 
leadership and our (hidden?) power.    

Digital Newsletter Savings! 
Our Fall digital newsletter will be coming out soon, please email, 
office@stpaulsithaca.org, your newsletter articles by Monday, August 
24.  We calculated that moving from print and mailed newsletters to a 
digital  copy has saved the church approx. $1,100 annually.  We continue to 
find ways to reduce expenses as we increase our ministries at St. Paul's UMC. 

Older Adult Ministry Event 
You are invited to join the Older Adult Ministry team for a special visit to the 
Museum of the Earth, 1259 Trumansburg Rd (Route 96), on Thursday, 
September 17 at 11:00 am.  A reduced $6/person admission fee will be 
accepted at the door. We will gather in the Museum Classroom for a general 
introduction from 11:00 am-noon followed by an opportunity to enjoy the 
Museum and Gift Shop. Light snacks and bottled water will be available, or 
you may bring a bag lunch to enjoy in the Museum Classroom.  Look for an 
Evite around September 1 or contact Jami Breedlove-Crouch, 
lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org, if you would like to attend. The firm RSVP date 
is Sunday, September 13. 

 

St. Paul’s Ministries ~ Week of August 23, 2026 

Sunday, August 23	 Wednesday, August 26 
10:30 am – Worship~LL Dining Room	 9:30 am – Coffee w/Pastor Alicia 
11:45 am – Congregational Lunch	 ~Pastor’s Office 
	 ~LL Dining Room	  
	 Thursday, August 27 
Monday, August 24	 11:00 am – Crafting Group~Durham Room 
6:45 pm – Building Beloved Community	  
	 Bible Study~Pastor’s office	 Sunday, August 30 
	 10:30 am – Worship~LL Dining Room 
5:00 pm – Newsletter article submission	 11:30 am – Coffee/Fellowship~LL DR 
	 deadline	  
	 	  

mailto:office@stpaulsithaca.org


Saint Paul’s United Methodist Church 
“A Compassionate Community Led and Transformed by the Spirit.”  

Sunday, August 23, 2026 - 10:30 am Service 

We welcome you, trusting that this time of worship will open our hearts to experience the 
Spirit’s movement among us. Together, we seek peace, health, and wholeness as we gather in 
God’s presence.
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream music, ONE LICENSE #A-728210.   

*Indicates a standing portion of the service, please stand as you are able. 

GATHERING 

Gathering Music	 “Sweet Hour of Prayer”	 John White, piano 
	 Traditional 

Greetings and Welcome	 Pastor Alicia Wood 

Centering Music	 "To a Wild Rose”	 John White, piano 
	 (from Woodland Sketches, Op. 51) 
	 Edward MacDowell 

*Call to Worship 	 Pastor Alicia Wood 
In a world where powerful people make decisions to lift themselves up and 
cast others aside, how does God teach us to use our power? 
God teaches us to protect the vulnerable, resist the oppressors, 
and persist 
in doing good. 
In a world where power means might, how does God show us what power 
means? 
God shows us through the midwives’ daring, Peter’s truth-
telling, and Jesus’ humility. 
In a world where power is held over people’s heads, how does God exercise 
power? 
God exercises power with—with the oppressed, with the 
outcasts, with the poor and downtrodden. 
Beloved, we gather to recognize our world as it is and to grow as disciples 
and imitators of Christ. So, how will you use your power today? 



We will side with the vulnerable, build community in the 
margins, and love all of our neighbors with the exuberant and 
all-encompassing love of 
Christ. Amen. 
Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, May 2026.  

*Sharing Peace & Love with All	 Pastor Alicia Wood 

*Opening Hymn	 “Guide Me, O Though Great Jehovah”	 UMH #127 

PROCLAIMING 

A Message for All God’s Children	  

Special Music 	 “Lotus Blossom”	 John White, piano 
	 Billy Strayhorn	  

Scripture	 Exodus 1:8-2:10,	 Wendy Kimble Dugan 
Matthew 16:13-20 (NIV) 

Hear What the Spirit is Saying to the Church! 
	 Thanks be to God! 

*Hymn	 “The Church’s One Foundation”	 UMH #545 v. 1-4 

Message	 “Lessons in Leadership: Power”	 Pastor Alicia Wood 

RESPONDING 

*Hymn	 “Come and Find the Quiet Center”	 FWS #2128 

Prayers of the People	 	 Karen Kaufmann 

Offering our Gifts to God	 	 Pastor Alicia Wood 

Offertory	 “Two-Part Invention No 14 in B-Flat Major (BWV 785)”	  
	 J. S. Bach	 John White, piano 

*Doxology	 “They’ll Know We are Christians by Our Love”	 FWS #2223 v. 4 



	 All praise to the Creator, from whom all things come, 
	 And all praise to Christ Jesus, God’s only Son, 
	 And all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one: 
	 And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love; 

	 Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

*Unison Prayer of Dedication	 Pastor Alicia Wood 
Faithful God, you reveal true power not through fear or force, but 
through love that gives life and builds community. You call us to 
know who we are because we know whose we are—your people, 
shaped by Christ and sent for the sake of the world. Receive these 
gifts as signs of our trust in your way of life over the ways of 
death, of courage over control, of welcome over exclusion. Use 
what we offer to strengthen your church as a living witness to 
your grace, that through our sharing and our serving, others may 
discover the identity of Christ and the hope found in him. Amen.  

GOING FORTH 

Announcements 

*Closing Hymn	 “As a Fire Is Meant for Burning”	 FWS #2237 

*Benediction  

Postlude	 “On the Sunny Side of the Street”	 John White, piano 
	 Jimmy McHugh, Dorothy Fields	  

-----PRAYERS---- 
We are thankful for God’s healing in all of our lives. Please pray for Jodi 
Glazier; Sue Orzel’s stepbrother, Rick Hardesty; Mary and Matthew Boardman 
for healing.  For Prayer Chain requests, please contact Jami Breedlove-
Crouch, lovingcare@stpaulsithaca.org. 

If this is your first visit with us today, we are thrilled that you are 
here! Pease fill out the yellow Connect Card, place in the offering plate so that 
we may have a record of your visit.   
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Mission of the Month: Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 
Be a part of helping the least of these by contributing to the Pastor’s 
Discretionary Fund. This fund allows the pastor to assist people and ministries 
needing basic essentials: food, utilities, rent, and transportation.  Please use 
the enclosed envelope, checks payable to “St. Paul’s UMC” and note 
“PDF” in the memo line.  We appreciate your generosity and community 
support! 





 



 






